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International relations in the city districts: sociological measurement

The results of sociological measurement of international relations in Khabarovsk in the system of objective and subjective factors and conditions are presented in this article. They demonstrate that at a normal and frictionless state of international relations in the city district the considerable potential of contradictions is revealed. They are covered in rejection with a part of urban population of behavioral characteristics of labor migrants, features of their communication; in the representations created under the influence of mass media about threats of radical Islam, extremism and terrorism. Results of the poll staticize the need of development and adoption of additional measures for strengthening of the international relations and to the ethnocultural development of the city community.

Межнациональные отношения в городском округе: 
социологическое измерение

В статье представлены результаты социологического измерения межнациональных отношений в г. Хабаровске в системе объективных и субъективных факторов и условий. Они свидетельствуют, что при  нормальном и бесконфликтном состоянии межнациональных отношений в городском округе выявлен немалый потенциал противоречий. Они кроются в неприятии частью городского населения поведенческих характеристик трудовых мигрантов, особенностей их коммуникации; в представлениях, сформированных под влиянием средств массовой информации об угрозах радикального ислама, экстремизма и терроризма. Результаты опроса актуализируют необходимость разработки и принятия дополнительных мер по  укреплению межнациональных отношений и этнокультурному развитию городского сообщества.  

Keywords: international relations, religions, sociological research, education, culture, the protest potential, migrants, Khabarovsk. 
Ключевые слова: межнациональные отношения, конфессии, социологические исследования, образование, культура, протестный потенциал, мигранты, город Хабаровск. 

Education and culture as the sphere of international cooperation
According to the Migration Service in the city district through international migration annually comes about five thousand people of different nationalities. Large parts of them come to the city with their children, who do not know Russian language, culture and traditions. Currently, the city has over 600 migrant children. This sharply raises questions of their education and. Two-thirds of respondents (67%) believe that these children need to educate in kindergartens and schools, together with other children
. Moreover, among these respondents a large number of those who do not feel any animosity based on nationality towards other people, which is quite natural.  The minor respondents (13%) are for separate training and education, the vast majority of whom identify themselves as Orthodox Christians (96%).
Factor analysis showed a direct correlation of positive evaluation of the government in the sphere of strengthening international relations with the variable "migrant children should learn with other children", which indicates the right direction of activity of authorities in this sensitive area.
In recent years, in the city of Khabarovsk has become a tradition to hold major national cultural events (“Maslenitsa”, “Sabantuy”, “Navruz”, “Hanukkah” and others). Most citizens have expressed a positive attitude towards their implementation (65.2%). Note that among these respondents every third consider themselves as believers (72.5%), which are mostly Orthodox Christians (62.3%). Indifferent to the conduct of national and cultural events (“I do not care”) were fourth of respondents (26.3%). Statistically insignificant share (2.9%) expressed a negative attitude or difficult to answer (6.5%).
At the same time they noted that only a third of the respondents (29.2%) participated in the cultural activities of the national focus in the past year, but the vast majority – was not involved in it (70.8%). People who are participated in the cultural activities of the national focus in the past year aged 18 to 49 years. Possible reasons for this may serve as a problem of awareness of these activities of the general urban population, not only members of particular nationalities, and subjective perceptions of people (lack of interest in cultural activities, employment, etc.).
 
Protest potential in international and religious relations
According to opinion polls, two thirds of the urban district residents marked the deterioration “of the situation of migrants from the countries of near and far abroad”
.  The fact, that instead of tolerant youth end of 1980 – 1990 come other cohorts socialized in a different sociocultural context, is not encouraging. However, three-quarters of respondents said they have no hostility towards members of any ethnic (76%), and the fourth part has expressed the opposite view (24%). All other answers noted within one tenth of respondents (Table. 1). It should be noted that the public forms its opinions on the basis of their own household perceptions of the representatives of this or that nationality.  

All respondents can be divided into two groups: the first group includes those who are not experiencing hostility towards members of any ethnic groups (75.2%), and the second – those who have an aversion to the representatives of any nationalities (24%).
Table 1
Distribution of answers to the question: “Do you felt hostility towards members of any ethnic groups?” (In % of respondents) [3]
	Possible answers
	%

	Do not feel
	75.2

	Yes, towards some nationalities of Russian citizens
	6.4

	Yes, towards some nationalities of foreign people
	15.3

	Yes, towards all nationalities of foreign people
	1.4

	Yes, towards all nationalities, which are different from mine
	1.1


 

Factor analysis allowed combining motives of hostility to the representatives of any nationality in three groups: 1) hostility on grounds of race, nationality or religion; 2) the fear of the people of other nationalities; 3) rejection of other cultures. The less a person is inclined to consider “the multinational is a force and the country proud”, the more he fears for the lives and safety of himself and his family. This has a negative impact on the formation of satisfaction interethnic relations in the city. We emphasize that women are more likely to express concerns about their own safety and the safety of their loved ones, than men. Concerns expressed by hostility factor based on race, ethnicity and faith are more likely for the people 40 years and older.
Table 2

The reasons for hostility towards members of any nationalities (as a percentage of those who have an aversion to the representatives of other nationalities) [3]
	Possible answers
	%

	Demeanor
	73.4

	Crimes and offenses
	53.1

	Foreign language
	14.7

	Customs, traditions
	11.9

	Religion
	10.5

	External differences
	7.7

	The fact of finding them in my city
	7.7

	Other
	4.2

	Difficult to answer
	4.2


 

The majority of respondents assessed the nature of relations between people of different nationalities and religions in the city of Khabarovsk as “neutral, conflict-free” (45.9%). A small part of the citizens characterizes them as “friendly, promote social harmony” (14.5%), and critical evaluation – every fourth respondent (“tense, but conflict-free” – 18.5%, “conflict” – 5.0%, “explosive that could go into open conflict” – 1.2%). Half of the respondents admit that in our city today, conflicts on ethnic grounds are “possible” and “more likely than not” (52.1%). The opposite opinion expresses only one third of citizens (34.4%). One of seven respondents found it difficult to answer (13.5%).
The conflicts on ethnic or religious grounds can be exclusively at the household level, because citizens do not perceive the authorities as something that can affect their appearance or form xenophobic attitudes in society.
Experts disagreed in the causes of conflict on the ethnic basis. Some argue that there is a fault of the opposition forces. Others believe that young people today are more looking to the West, and Russia is not their friend, the people have no sense of patriotism and love for the country. Still others argue that it is necessary to observe and improve the laws that will improve international relations in the region. The fourth group of experts sees the problem lies in the institutions of modern society, whose main purpose a few years ago was the education: “Family, a kindergarten, a school, public organizations – they brought up when we were growing up. Today it all fell apart, something has changed for the worse”; “In the educational law it stated that the school only provides knowledge and not engaged in education”. Some experts are inclined to think that they are all blame in their own way for the existence of problems and “at every layer of society is a responsibility for what they do”.
Relationship to arriving people for permanent residence in the city of different nationalities half of the respondents   characterized by a high degree of co ravnodu Ia than positive or negative (Table 3).
Table 3

Answers to the question: “How do you feel about the arrival in the city of Khabarovsk for permanent residence the following groups?” 
(in % of respondents) [3]
	Attitude to…
	Put -enforcement
	Equals -stuffy
	Denying -enforcement
	Hard to say

	Chechens
	14.2
	44.5
	24.8
	16.5

	Dagestanians
	13.5
	45.8
	24.5
	16.2

	Azerbaijanis
	14.5
	46.7
	24.0
	14.8

	Tajiks
	16.4
	46.9
	20.9
	15.9

	Uzbeks
	1 7.5
	47.4
	20.2
	14.9

	Georgians
	18.4
	50.1
	15.0
	16.5

	Armenians
	21.2
	49.5
	14.5
	14.9

	Chinese
	20.9
	49.6
	14.0
	15.5

	Ukrainians
	27.5
	45.6
	13.4
	13.5

	Tatars
	22.7
	50.0
	11.5
	15.9

	Koreans
	25.5
	49.1
	8.3
	17.0

	Belarusians
	36.8
	43.0
	7.0
	13.2

	Russian
	53.7
	35.1
	1.3
	9, 9


The dominant positive attitude respondents expressed only to arriving Russians (53.7%), in second place – the Belarusians (36.8%), the third – Ukrainians (27.5%), the fourth – Koreans (25.5%) and the fifth – the Tatars (22.7%). Only a small portion of the respondents positively assesses the arriving of representatives of Central Asian states and the Caucasus on the permanent residence. In fact, the negative attitude to visitors of different nationalities to the permanent place of residence in the city formed every fourth resident of respondents experiencing the enmity on nationality.
Among the reasons that may aggravate relations between people of different nationalities and religions, about half of respondents identify “provocative behavior, ignoring the norms of behavior, traditions and customs of other cultures and religions” (tab. 4).
Table 4

The reasons that may aggravate relations between members 
of different religious and nationalities (as a percentage of those who believe the conflict is possible) [3]
 

	Possible answers
	%

	Challenging behavior, ignoring the norms of behavior, traditions and customs of other cultures and religions
	45.9

	Conflicts on a religious basis
	30.9

	Crimes and offenses
	30.7

	Conflicts resulting from domestic violence
	28.0

	The activities of an extremist organization, disguised religious ideology
	 

22.4

	Competition in the labor market (occupied jobs of locals)
	22.2

	Other (financial situation, territorial, hostility in appearance, unmet needs)
	 

6.3


 

According to experts, people can assume that there is no real benefit of the migrants, despite the fact that they are engaged in the areas of harvesting and trade, thus they improve their living conditions at home. Some experts say that the conflict based on the national grounds in the region is still possible, but in conditions of low awareness of the population, especially children and youth, about national cultures; incorrect migration policy; incorrect operation of the media: “if the conflict goes on some areas, it will surely attached to religion”. Among the causes of the conflict, the experts also mentioned the difference of cultures and mentalities, the quality of life of the lack of population:  “full and secured people are unlikely to stir up conflict”. The media, according to experts, supersaturated people with various information, which leads to a reluctance on their want to learn something new.
Respondents mentioned both positive and negative effects on the city from the people who come to work and immigrants (tab. 5):
Table 5
Positive and negative effects on the city from the migrants coming to work [3]

	The positive
	%
	The negative
	%

	They work where the locals don’t want
	37.2
	They are disrespectful to the local people and their traditions
	23.7

	They are cheap labor
	32.5
	Lowers labor locals payment
	20, 2

	Reduce the sharpness of labor shortages as a whole
	18.2
	Contribute to an increase in crime and delinquency
	18.5

	They kept trade
	11.5
	sharpen unemployment
	14.2

	Create new jobs
	8.5
	The subjugation of trade in the markets
	13.2

	Restores the reduction of the resident population
	7.2
	They are a source of international conflicts
	 

12.0

	Provides country construction
	7.2
	Enlarge overcrowding
	 

5.8

	Generate income to local residents who donate their housing
	6.3
	Create difficulties in the provision of housing, transport and social services. services
	4.2

	Positive in this do not see anything
	22.3
	Negative in this do not see anything
	33.2

	Difficult to answer
	11.5
	Difficult to answer
	13.7

	Others (there are good people, develop culture, developing region, all want and need to work)
	1.3
	Other (assimilation, displace indigenous peoples, Caucasians do not respect the rule of law and our local residents, an overabundance of Muslims, distribute drugs and alcohol)
	1.5


 

People who are the most negatively tuned to the arrival of temporary labor migrants and displaced persons expresses their negative attitude towards the arrival of representatives of any nationalities to work or for permanent residence as the analysis of the dependent variable says. Among them there are twice more of those who say about reasons for their negative attitude: “disrespectful attitude towards local people and traditions, reduction of wages of local residents,  increasing of crime and delinquency” etc. (tab.5).

Table 5
Answers to the question: “Do you see something negative for your city (district) from the people who come to work?" (As a percentage of the number of respondents who indicated a negative attitude towards the arrival of the representatives of any nationalities who come to work or for 
permanent residence)
 
	Possible answers
	%

	Disrespect to the local people and traditions
	46.8

	Reducing the wage level of local residents
	33.1

	Contribute to an increase in crime and delinquency
	31.8

	The worsening of unemployment
	24.7

	They bend under him trading on the market
	22.7

	They are a source of international conflicts
	20.8

	Increased overcrowding
	9.7

	Nothing negative can not see in this
	9.7

	Creating difficulties in providing the local population with housing, transport and social services
	9.1


 

An important factor in international relations are religious organizations, which are registered in the urban district of more than two dozen. The vast majority of respondents (95.7%) say themselves adherents of orthodoxy. On the other religions of the world accounts for less than 5% of the respondents, including Islam (1.4%), Protestantism (1.1%), Buddhism (0.3%) , other (1.4%) . Two-thirds of respondents (60%) consider themselves to be people of faith, and four out of ten (40%) responded negatively.

In recent years, across the country in the discourse of public attention are questions of building places of worship, which sometimes cause aggravation of interethnic relations. Ambiguous elations about building places of worship reflected the results of the survey of the inhabitants of the city. About half of the respondents belong to the citizens of their construction, regardless of Religions affiliation, indifferently and without interest.  The attitude of citizens towards the construction of Orthodox churches is an exception: more than half indicated a positive (59.2%), the third part – indifferently (30.4%) and at the level of statistical error – negatively (3.5%).

According to the results of factor analysis was revealed that the formation and preservation of family values influenced by the religious faith. So, among the citizens living in the official marriage, consider themselves as believers are two-thirds (63.1%). Among those who focused on a high level of quality of life, the faithful are more than expected (expected frequency – 71.6, the actual frequency – 89). In addition, religious people are more satisfied with the state of international relations and ethnocultural development in Khabarovsk.

With regard to the construction of religious buildings to religious undermines the positive (59.2%) of public opinion of the Orthodox Church (tab.7). Attitude to the construction of places of worship of other religions (Catholicism, Protestantism, Buddhism, Judaism), is equally positive and expressed by one fifth of the surveyed respondents, and about half – indifferent. Respondents who expressed a negative attitude or difficult to say were distributed approximately equally.

Table 6
The ratio of the construction of various religious structures in the city 
of Khabarovsk (percentage of respondents)
	Possible answers
	Positively
	Indifferently
	Negatively
	Hard to say

	The Orthodox church
	59.2
	30.4
	3.7
	6.7

	Catholic churches
	23.6
	49.2
	13.0
	14.2

	Protestant churches
	20.6
	46.1
	18.8
	14.5

	Muslim mosque
	21.5
	43.1
	22.2
	13.1

	Buddhist temples
	22.4
	48.1
	16.4
	13.2

	The Jewish synagogue
	22.1
	46.5
	16.9
	14.5


 
The construction in the regional center of the second, larger size of the Muslim mosque, which was raised four years ago, ate a certain resonance in the public opinion of the urban community [1]. Khabarovsk District Administration has allocated a plot of land to the Muslim community. However, some of the Khabarovsk public opposed the construction of a second mosque, referring to the opinion of the residents in the area of construction. According to the survey, this opinion is shared by only a fifth of the polled citizens (22%) with a small fraction of it difficult to say (13%).

According to experts, Muslim and Orthodox should be ready to resolve this problem by conducting outreach and with each other communities. Most experts assign the role of Islam in the traditional Russia – Tatars – it is necessary to “begin to unfold, to talk about their religion and culture”, and the construction is necessary to “decouple” from the policy not to start it before the election. For Muslims themselves, according to the expert community, the mosque is not a goal, but is a place where they will be able to train the visitors and local Muslims in the comfort.

 
Estimates of the activities of the authorities and the media to strengthen international relations
Activities of the authorities to strengthen international relations and ethnocultural development positively estimated by four out of ten residents (39.5%), negatively – by quarter (26.3%) and one out of three (34.2%) could not answer. At the same time, significant differences were revealed in the assessments of the respondents living in the city since birth and of the respondents who came here over the years (Table 7).

Table 7
Satisfaction with government agencies in the strengthening of international relations and ethnocultural development, depending on rooted residents 
of Khabarovsk (in % of respondents)
	Possible answers
	Total
	Indigenous people (live since birth)
	Non-indigenous
residents (visitors over the years)

	Positive and more positive than negative
	39.5
	44.1
	25.0

	Negative and more negative than positive
	26.3
	22.8
	39.5

	Find it difficult to answer 
	34.2
	33.1
	35.5


According to residents, influence on strengthen of international relations and ethnocultural development of the city may affect (in %):

 

	1. Education about the traditions and customs of people living in the city, territory …………………………………………………………….
	 

43.0

	2. Films, TV and radio programs about different nationalities, their culture, traditions ......................................................................................
	 

21.3

	3. National holidays, contests, festivals, exhibitions and so on……...
	35.8

	4. Limiting the influx of labor migrants………………………………..
	17.3

	5. The study of national traditions and cultures of people living in the city and province in educational institutions (kindergartens, schools, universities) ……………………………………………………………..
	 

 

33.0

	6. Scientific events (conferences, round tables) .....................................
	11.2

	7. Other ...................................................................................................
	2.9


 

All experts unanimously testify the fact that they feel support of its activities by the Government and the administration of Khabarovsk. Questions about the formation and harmonization of international relations became deeply considered by the authorities since the promulgation of the Decree of the President of Russia on 19.12.2012, the №1666 «On Russian Federation state national policy strategy for the period up to 2025». This support is expressed by creation of the «Assembly of the Khabarovsk Territory people» and that national associations have at their disposal the «Rus’», which is called «The House of Friendship».

The representatives of the expert community unanimously say that the media are acting as they want, because they are in such conditions that they have to make money themselves. In this regard, the air out those scenes that can be considered sensational, raise the rating of a particular transmission channel as a whole. The scope of international relations such sensationalism can not provide, so the news we hear are so little about the subject. Representatives of national associations have repeatedly organized meetings with representatives of the media, when they tried to find out the reasons of such behavior, to explain them that much of published materials fueling hatred based on national or religious lines. This provision is clearly confirmed by one expert: «We have to go out on the Lenin’s square and fight if we want to be shown on TV immediately». According to experts, a good example of the media relations for national relations is the fact that coverage of the II Far Eastern Muslim Forum is not attended by representatives of any of the local or regional mass media.

Some experts see the public funding of certain areas of the media: «the culture coverage, education, all aspects of the life of a nation living in the territory». Others believe that it is necessary to make a proposal on public control in order to divide the media airtime or streaking in the print media on the sensational and «working on society». The expert community also supports the initiative to continue the contest «Media for Peace» for the best coverage of issues of international relations, interfaith interaction, ethnocultural development in the Khabarovsk [2].

Among the municipal and regional mass media, which cooperate national associations, stands out the next: the State Television and Radio Company «Far Eastern», mediaholding «Gubernia» and the municipal city channel «The Khabarovsk TV» and radio «The East of Russia». Among the print media enjoy the confidence of their own newspaper and magazine «Assembly of the Khabarovsk Territory people», newspapers «Khabarovsk’s news» and «Pacific Star». Some national associations have their own websites, as well as their own newspapers or magazines. Some of them use social networking sites (among them are Facebook, Instagram and VKontakte), as well as the information portal DVHab. There are not many federal media but they use the «Community Russia TV» and «Russia Today», «Interfax» and «TASS» to illuminate the information.
Experts do not say about the denial of publications. Quarterly information from all national associations is published in the journal «Assembly of the Khabarovsk Territory people», but each national association negotiates its own reports on TV. However, some experts say that commercials featuring of the members of their national or religious association appear on the air every 1 or 2 months. Assembly of the Khabarovsk Territory people is working closely with the radio «Russian East», which allows to broadcast a monthly basis, not only transmission, which tells about the history and traditions of people inhabiting the territory of the region, but also the Assembly itself news.

Experts say that some of the media «are trying to be like someone, chasing after something, they have their own dreams and they are trying to keep up with them, but they stumble». This is expressed in the search for «something «fried» in a reasonable, good, eternal» in materials about national holidays which give viewers the wrong idea about this or that nation and its culture. The harmonization of international relations through the media is possible, according to experts, only when the media will be established grant relationships, «when we will be the customers, and then all will be well». None of the experts does not assert that such statements can have a positive influence on the formation and harmonization of international relations in the province.

Results of the study of international relations and ethnocultural development say of the contradictory opinion of the urban population. It is split in equal measure on the basis of evaluation of relations between people of different nationalities and religions: a bottom half considers them as «neutral, conflict-free» (45.9%) other – allows for the possibility of conflicts on ethnic grounds (52.1%). A certain degree of tension in international relations is formed on perception of residents of a number of behavioral characteristics visiting migrants, mainly from the CIS countries (manners, foreign language, etc.) and mythical notions of security threat running from them, which is formed under the influence of the media (Islamic terrorism).

Thus, the results of surveys actualize systematic strengthening of all subjects of international relations at the territory of city district by creating the conditions of their conjugation at   activities to strengthen them and to its positive development. It is about all levels of government, public and religious organizations, business entities of all forms of ownership and urban community as a whole. It is advisable that the efforts that citizens have, regardless of nationality and religion, formed general civic values and attitudes as the basis of Russian national identity. 
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