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Deinstitutionalization of a social orphanhood: social and psychological aspects

In this article methodological approaches to a concept of the category of orphanhood deinstitutionalization are analyzed based on what theoretical idea of the essence of deinstitutionalization of an orphanhood and a social orphanhood is offered, that allowed interpret, describe and explain more precisely empirically a number of the observed phenomena in the sphere of guardianship of the orphan children and the children without parental support. Besides, the problems of deinstitutionalization of a social orphanhood are reflected in a new judgment, conclusions are drawn on the effectiveness of managerial impact and the prospects of its enhancement are designated.

Деинституционализация социального сиротства: социальные и психологические аспекты

В статье анализируются методологические подходы к понятию категории деинституционализации сиротства, на основании чего предложено теоретическое представление о сущности деинституционализации сиротства и социального сиротства, что позволило более точно эмпирически интерпретировать, описать и объяснить ряд наблюдаемых явлений в сфере опекунства детей-сирот и детей, оставшихся без попечения родителей. Кроме того, отражены проблемы деинституционализации социального сиротства в новом осмыслении, сделаны выводы о результативности управленческого воздействия и обозначены перспективы  его совершенствования.
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In the modern society a problem of protection of orphan children and children without parental support, arise owing to the different reasons. First, children owing to the age have limited opportunities in the independent designing optimum for the activity and development of conditions of the environment. It is connected as with the biological, and mental features of the children's age. Secondly, children are considered as the potential, the social allowance designed to provide in the future stability and development of the society. Thirdly, concerning the orphan children and children without parental support, a set of the stigmata which are negatively influencing the social position of this category is created, it is especially heavy in this plan to the disabled children. 
There is no need to convince someone today of a need of special social security and the device of orphan children and children without parental support. The strategy of help to the children of this category adopted in Russia for many years consisted mainly in placement them in the residential care facilities. However the conditions of accommodation of children in orphanage or in the similar institutions limit contacts with the outside world and are insufficient for acquisition of the own experience. The low level of social competence peculiar to the orphan pupils, breaks the process of social and psychological adaptation, their inclusion in the society life subsequently, reduces a possibility of assimilation of the accepted value system, regulations, values and representations. In the case of exit from the walls of institution of public education the orphan child will experience big difficulties, having met the independent life. Development by the orphan children and children without parental support, social experience, inclusion them in the existing system of public relations demands from the society of certain additional measures, means and efforts, including in the questions of social and psychological adaptation. 
Recently the changes reflected in the policy of deinstitutionalization of orphan children and children without parental support which allow break down the developed stereotypes in relation to the status "orphan child", and also to a problem of deinstitutionalization of social orphanhood are observed.
It should be noted that deinstitutionalization concerning the problems of orphans and an orphanhood repeatedly was considered in the works of N. Zaytseva [1], O.V. Besschetnova [2], N.M. Baykov [3]. In addition, the process of deinstitutionalization within the social and psychological approach as a process of reforming of social relations in the residential care facilities was investigated in the scientific works of Yu.A. Volodina, L.D. Gulina, V.N. Oslon. In particular, O.V. Besschetnova suggests to understand the process of deep transformation and destruction of the developed social relations as a process of deinstitutionalization of an orphanhood.
Nevertheless, treating the “de” prefix as cancellation or reduction, the process of orphanhood deinstitutionalization appears before us in other understanding – as the process directed to destruction of the existing practice of orphanhood, reduction of a number of orphans, elimination from the use of the concept "orphan", but not just movement of this category of children from the residential care facilities in the families. As in the latter case it is rather about deinstitutionalization of the state support of orphan children which assumes "replacement" of the institute of residential maintenance by the foster home institute. Thus, deinstitutionalization of an orphanhood is not identical to a concept of deinstitutionalization of the state support of orphans and, respectively, has to have the other treatment and contents, than those which revealed in the works of the above-mentioned scientists. 
Let's begin with the fact that the processes of deinstitutionalization of an orphanhood include the processes of formation of the institutes of scheduled maintenance with the families, adoption and return the children to the family, and in a broader sense – elimination of the orphanhood practicies. Thus, considering the processes of orphanhood deinstitutionalization, we can characterize only success or not success of their course during these or those historical periods. At the same time, it should be noted that the processes of orphanhood deinstitutionalization and social orphanhood have different contents. So, for example, scheduled maintenance on the prevention of orphanhood owing to the death of parents may contain a complex of actions for a decrease in maternal mortality, mortality in the road accidents, labor protection, health protection etc. Concerning the other category of children - social orphans is a prevention of family trouble, refusals of children in the maternity hospitals, return of children to the families. The important deinstitutionalization process concerning the both groups of orphans is a process of adoption and its stimulation.
Thus, the main objectives of this research: studying and efficiency analysis of the state policy in the field of deinstitutionalization of social orphanhood; identification of the contradictions and reasons generating them; development of recommendations about an enhancement of this direction of activities of the bodies of guardianship, social protection and education. 
It should be noted the contradictions observed at this moment: growth of the persons interested to adopt children by decrease in a number of adopted, decrease in a number of adopted children by an increase in a number of the children came in the foster homes. At the same time, the problem of orphanhood deinstitutionalization can be solved only by providing the rights of children to the family when the child loses the status of the orphan child or child, without parental support, in case of return to a family or adoption. 
In the Russian Federation since 2005 the downward tendency of again revealed orphan children and children without parental support is observed. In 2015 the number of revealed orphan children and children without parental support, made 58168 people [4], that is 2,28 times lower than the similar indicators for 2005 (fig. 1). In general, the number of again revealed orphan children and children without parental support during the period from 1993 to 2015 hesitates. For the specified period two maxima – in 1994 and 2005 when the number of revealed orphan children and children without parental support, made, respectively, 126322 both 133034 people, and two minima – in 1997 and 2015 are observed. Respectively, the process of revealing of orphan children and children without parental support, is an oscillatory process. Proceeding from this representation, in the situation of recession shown since 2005, it is possible to predict the growth of a number of again revealed orphan children and children without parental support which is coming in the next years.
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Fig. 1. Number of again revealed orphan children and children who have remained without care of parents, in the Russian Federation

Social factors of political, legal and social and economic nature influenced the current situation. At the same time, the extent of connection of demographic factors, in particular the total number of children, and also a number of children of teenage age and again revealed orphan children and children without parental support, is provided as follows. During the period from 2005 to 2015 when the steady recession of a number of again revealed orphan children and children without parental support is observed, connection of this indicator with the indicator reflecting the number of the children's population during the researched period is high. Thus, the growth of number of the children's population observed in the recent years, in particular the teenage age, naturally in the next several years will affect growth of a number of the again revealed orphan children and children without parental support. 
At the same time, by the results of correlation analysis of the revealed orphan children and children without parental support, and also data on birth rate of the population in the Russian Federation for 1995 − 2015 the average return correlation connection with the high degree of importance (coefficient of correlation-0,76) which shows the connection between the growth of birth rate of children and decrease in a number of annually revealed orphan children and children without parental support was received. As since 2005, according to the Russian statistical year-book, in Russia an increase in the number of newborn children is observed, it is possible to make the assumption of influence on the decrease in the number of again revealed orphan children and children without parental support, the same factors which promote the birth rate growth. 
At the same time, processes of identification of the children without parental support, for the reasons of deprivation or restriction of parents in the parent rights have negative dynamics: the number of this category of children was reduced since 2008 almost twice (fig. 2). At the same time, the share of children whose parents were deprived or limited in the parent rights from the total number of orphan children and children without parental support, increased with 0,7 in 2008 to 0,85 in 2015. That specifies the insufficient effectiveness of the process of social orphanhood deinstitutionalization on the analyzed indicator.
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Fig. 2. Number of children whose parents have been deprived or limited in the parental rights in the Russian Federation
The processes of social orphanhood deinstitutionalization assume the broad scheduled maintenance with the families on prevention of emergence of the adverse life situations which can lead to a social orphanhood.
Consolidation of the regional services in organization of the psychological, public, medical, legal assistance in the problem resolution of orphan children and children without parental support, allows give the complex address help to a family and to a child, effectively to structure the system of functional management of corresponding services. 
Application of the foreign methods of work in the problem solution of social orphanhood will allow create and realize the projects of primary and secondary socialization of the orphan children, to develop innovative models and forms of their device, program implementation on protection of a family and the childhood, prevention of social orphanhood.
Accounting of the age and psychological features of orphan children promotes determination and use of the most effective forms of social orphanhood deinstitutionalization, rendering the psychological-social support to the crisis families with the purpose of prevention of bringing of the children to the organizations of public education, to the providing of psychological-medical-social support of orphan children at the different stages of development and by that leads to the successful psychological-social adaptation, preparation them to an independent life in the society.
Determination of priority measures for the social and psychological adaptation of orphan children and children without parental support, allows prepare the perspective plan of their psychological-social adaptation on the assimilation of cultural regulations and values, family traditions, does more transparent the status of "orphan child" that promotes acceptance by his surrounding social environment.
As the negative tendencies of the processes of orphanhood deinstitutionalization it is possible to note decrease in a number of the adopted children with the observed growth of a number of persons interested to adopt in Russia.



Fig. 3. Ratio of children given to the foster homes and adopted by the Russian citizens
In total from 1993 to 2014 citizens of the Russian Federation adopted 186326 children. The minimum number of adopted children – 5903 people – falls on 2015, the maximum quantity – 14179 – on 1994. In the empirical researches based on the sociological surveys of the population opinion conducted by VCIOM in 2005, 2013, 2015 in Russia it was noted that, according to respondents, the insufficient level of income is a basic reason of unwillingness to adopt children: "… Thinking over the conditions which would allow adopt the child, the Russians most often specify availability in a family of material prosperity (15% of Russians; in 2005 mentioned it significantly more often − 31%). Important factors are also recognized: absence of the own children (10%), good housing conditions (8%) and availability of the state support (8%). For 3% the adoption is possible if it is the child of the relatives or good acquaintances. Less significant factors: availability of desire and free time (2%), the state of health of the child and adoptive parents, the consent of family members, availability of a complete family (on 1%). 13% note that adoption for them is impossible under no circumstances [5]".
The analysis of influence of welfare of the population of Russia on a number of the adopted and sponsored children showed the following: correlation connection between the number of adopted children and the relation of size of a subsistence minimum to the average salary in the country during the period from 1993 to 2013 is extremely low (the coefficient of correlation of Pearson makes-0,197). It specifies the fact that during the period from 1993 to 2013 the welfare of population of Russia has no significant effect on the number of children adopted by the citizens of the Russian Federation. The indicators are 1993, 1994 and 1995 years when in our country the record figures of children adopted by the citizens of the Russian Federation are fixed, and also 2007 in which the biggest was fixed over the last 10 years the number of the children adopted by the citizens of the Russian Federation, at the same time, the relation of a size of subsistence minimum to the average salary about the country by 1,16 times was below the similar indicator of 2012 in which the lowest level of adoption of children by the citizens of the Russian Federation, since 1993 is fixed. Thus, being based on the obtained analytical data, it is possible to call into question the positive influence of growth of a level of economic welfare of the population on the growth of a number of adopted orphan children and children without parental support.
At the same time, we see the influence of state policy on the development of the institute of foster home and insufficient attention to the processes of functioning of the institute of adoption of the orphan children and children without parental support. According to the regression analysis, during the period from 2000 to 2014 most intensively influence on the number of orphan children and children without parental support who are in the residential care facilities rendered functioning in Russia of the institute of foster home. It should be noted that the share of orphan children and children without parental support who are in the residential care facilities is reduced in recent years, at the same time, the share of orphan children taken in the foster homes – grows. These forms of living and education are similar that the activity on leaving and education of children in both cases are paid with the state, at the same time, costs for living of children in the foster homes, certainly, below the charges of the child in the residential care facilities.  
The results of calculation of the shares of children who are in the residential care facilities, the children who are under the non-paid guardianship and adopted and also the children given to the foster homes from the total number of orphan children and children without parental support from 2000 for 2014 are reflected in the table 1. 




Table 1

Distribution of shares of the orphan children and children without parental support, in different forms of accomodation from the total number of orphan children and children without parental support [6]
	year
	share of children in boarding schools
	share of children in foster homes
	share of  adopted children
	share of the sponsored children
	share of children in gratuitous forms
	sum of shares of the children in boarding schools and in foster homes

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2014
	0,12
	0,21
	0,20
	0,48
	0,67
	0,33

	2013
	0,14
	0,18
	0,19
	0,48
	0,68
	0,32

	2012
	0,16
	0,15
	0,19
	0,50
	0,69
	0,31

	2011
	0,16
	0,14
	0,19
	0,51
	0,70
	0,30

	2010
	0,18
	0,12
	0,19
	0,51
	0,71
	0,29

	2009
	0,18
	0,10
	0,20
	0,52
	0,72
	0,28

	2008
	0,19
	0,08
	0,20
	0,53
	0,73
	0,27

	2007
	0,21
	0,05
	0,21
	0,53
	0,74
	0,26

	2006
	0,22
	0,03
	0,21
	0,54
	0,75
	0,25

	2005
	0,23
	0,02
	0,21
	0,54
	0,75
	0,25

	2004
	0,24
	0,01
	0,21
	0,54
	0,75
	0,25

	2003
	0,24
	0,01
	0,20
	0,54
	0,75
	0,25

	2002
	0,24
	0,01
	0,20
	0,55
	0,75
	0,25

	2001
	0,24
	0,01
	0,20
	0,55
	0,75
	0,25

	2000
	0,24
	0,01
	0,20
	0,56
	0,76
	0,24



Thus, we see that the share of children who are on the state maintenance (in the residential care facilities and in the foster homes in the amount), during the period since 2000 increases, at the same time, the share of adopted children poorly fluctuates concerning the value 0,2 from the total number of orphan children. Reduction of the number of orphan children and children without parental support who are in the residential care facilities happens mainly due to the development in Russia of the institute of foster homes in spite of the fact that adoption of children is the priority form of the family organization which is completely exercising the rights of child and providing decrease in the public expenditures on the social support of orphan children and children without parental support.
Having addressed the main directions of enhancement of the mechanisms of state policy promoting elimination of the revealed problems of family organization of orphan children and children without parental support it is necessary to pay attention to the need of forming for the Russian society of culture of adoption noted by O.N. Zaykova. In particular, she notes that the fundamental bases of the culture of adoption is the value system of specific society determined by the categories "house", "family (relationship)", "society". One of the forms of manifestation of the culture of adoption is forming of "positive language" in the sphere of adoption [7]. In this sense it is possible to pay attention to the experience of adoption of children on the termination of the Great Patriotic War when the help of media was actively used in forming of the ideology of help to the children "whose parents put the life for the Homeland". 
Thus, as the significant direction of enhancement of the state policy in the field of protection of orphan children and children without parental support, there shall be development of the national strategy of forming of the culture of adoption. Analyzing the problems of orphanhood deinstitutionalization, it is possible to note that until now the acting strategy of educational activities among the population wasn't developed.
Respectively, carrying out the scientific research for the purpose of allocation of cultural traditions, values and regulations, the influence on which will allow create the effective educational activities in the field of adoption taking into account the ethnic, territorial and economic features of people living in the territory of the Russian Federation, is necessary. In addition, it is possible to give more attention to the questions of development of the evidence-based educational actions affecting the different age categories of population of the Russian Federation including the children, and also the youth. First of all, it is necessary to pay attention to the searches of forms of information work on the questions of adoption, available to their understanding. This work shall be carried out, considering, first, the cohabitation facts in the families of adopted and the own children of parents, secondly, preference of the choice as the adoptive parents of the youth families. At the same time, educational activities shall include as the impact mechanisms, universal for Russia, on institute of adoption and considering modern and historical specifics of the region. At the same time, the economic, legal, administrative, sociocultural, ethnic and historical specifics shall be studied, first of all in those regions in which the tendency to preserving the low level of adoption is noted. Besides, it is possible to consider the question of increase in the sizes of the benefits paid to the families in the case of adoption, considering the fact that living of the child in the residential care facilities and the foster homes can be many times more expensive.
Implementation of these recommendations requires the actions of scientific, project and legal nature at the federal level, with the subsequent adaptation of the governments of the subjects of the Russian Federation by taking into account the regional features.  
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