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Potential opportunities and objective restrictions of human potential development (on the example of the subjects of the Far-Eastern region)

In this article characteristics of human capacity of the Russian Far East are considered. On the example of subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district the evaluation of the modern level of development of human potential on the basis of an index of the human development added with the parameters characterizing the natural movement of the population, life expectancy, infantile mortality is carried out. Three groups of subjects depending on the existence of potential opportunities and objective restrictions for formation and development of the competitive human potential are given.
В статье рассматриваются характеристики человеческого потенциала Российского Дальнего Востока. На примере субъектов Дальневосточного федерального округа проведена оценка современного уровня развития человеческого потенциала на основе индекса развития человеческого потенциала, дополненного параметрами, характеризующими естественное движение населения, продолжительность жизни, младенческую смертность. Выделены три группы субъектов в зависимости от наличия потенциальных возможностей и объективных ограничений для формирования и развития  конкурентоспособного человеческого потенциала.
Keywords: human potential, index of human development, natural movement of the population, life expectancy, infantile mortality, the Far East.
Ключевые слова: человеческий потенциал, индекс развития человеческого потенциала, естественное движение населения, продолжительность жизни, младенческая смертность, Дальний Восток.

Development of the territorial social and economic systems in the modern world is in many respects caused not so much by existence of natural and resource potential, developed industry, how many qualitative and quantitative characteristics of the available human potential. Modern approach to the economic development assumes the attitude towards the individual not as to the means, and as to the purpose of social and economic development. Transformation of the raw model of economic growth in the innovatively focused assumes the active social and economic policy directed on the creation of conditions for improvement of the quality of life of the population capable to develop in the person skills, abilities and the abilities necessary for an increase of productivity of his work, full realization of his requirements [1].

From the all federal districts of the Russian Federation the Far East is distinguished with the special specifics connected with the process of its development and settling, various familiarity of the territory, density of settlements and transport communications [5]. In the recent years development of the Far East of Russia became one of the priority strategic tasks for the all the XXI century what it was repeatedly mentioned in the official documents [6]. At the same time, indisputable is that fact that the success of development of the Far-Eastern suburbs will be defined in many respects not only the volume of investment resources, but also the parameters of human potential capable to realize and embody the large-scale projects of advancing development of the territory. In this regard, high relevance is gained by the researches of already saved up human capacity of the territory, its qualitative and quantitative characteristics for the purpose of identification of the potential opportunities and restrictions for its development.

The Far East remains to the Russian Federation the most extensive and low-populated territory of the country. At the average the Russian population density of 8,4 people / km.2 (without the Crimean FO) in the Far East this indicator makes 1,0, varying thus from 0,1 in the Chukotka autonomous region to 11,7 in the Primorsk territory. Population for the beginning of 2015 made 6211 thousand people, having reduced rather previous year by 15,6 thousand persons. The main component of reduction of the population is a migratory outflow which following the results of 2014 made 24,7 thousand people [7].

On the level of development of human potential subjects of the Far East are considerably differentiated. The general for all regions of the country tendency of increase in an indicator of human development is characteristic and for the Far-Eastern subjects. At the same time, there are certain contradictions between the general indicator of the index of development of head potential (further – IDHP), its components, and also the parameters making the impact on formation of human potential.

According to the report on human development in the regions of the Russian Federation for 2014, IDHP countrywide made 0,854. Thus, the cities of federal value – Moscow and St. Petersburg – had the potential characterized as very high (more than 0,9). The considerable part of territorial subjects of the Russian Federation (more than 80%) is characterized by a high human development [3, 4]. 

The group of subjects which value of IDHP exceeds 0,800, includes all subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district, except for the Jewish autonomous region. 97% of population of the district lived in the territories characterized by a high human development. Thus, it should be noted that if in 2001 any Far-Eastern subject had no indicator exceeding the average Russian level that, according to the Report of 2014, IDHP of the Sakhalin region exceeded average about the country level for 0,8%.

For 2001 - 2011 the index growth across the Russian Federation in general made 11%. In the Far East in all subjects, except for the Khabarovsk territory, growth rate of IDHP exceeded the average Russian. The maximum growth was recorded in the Chukotka autonomous region – 16,1% and the Sakhalin region – 15,6%.

Proceeding from the existing approach to interpretation of IDHP, the indicator value over 0,800 testifies to the high human development that, in turn, speaks about availability of the social benefits and services, high quality of life, the developed social infrastructure etc. Nevertheless, comparison of data on IDHP to the dynamics of natural movement of the population, life expectancy doesn't allow evaluate the real situation unambiguously.

Decomposition of the general index on separate components testifies to an existence of essential imbalance in development which is peculiar both for the Far-Eastern territories and for the country in general.

If, from the point of view of economic development and a level of education, all Far-Eastern territories can be considered rather developed, on a natural increase, life expectancy, level of infantile mortality subjects of the district have the lowest positions.

In this regard, the complex analysis with attraction of data not only on IDHP, but also about the changes of those parameters which have on it direct impact is necessary for the more adequate evaluation of the level of development of human potential.

In the recent years it is possible to state positive change in the dynamics of natural movement of the population of the Far East. A long time the subjects of the district were among the most unsuccessful territories of the country in the demographic relation. Transformational processes in the social and economic system one of the results had considerable reduction of a birth rate and a growth of mortality that was aggravated with the high migratory outflow. From the middle of the 2000th improvement of the situation happened as a result of changes caused as the actually demographic reasons (growth of a number of women of reproductive age, increase in a number of births), and social and economic (growth of the level of income, acceptance of the actions stimulating different birth rate, such as a maternity capital, increase in the grants on children care etc.).

Depending on the orientation of natural movement of population the subjects of the Far East can be grouped as follows. The Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) and the Chukotka autonomous region in which throughout the long period – since 1993 to the present – the number of births steadily exceeds the number of dead [7] belong to the first group which is characterized by a steady natural increase of the population. 

The second group unites subjects in which in different years the natural increase was replaced by natural losses. Here is the Kamchatka territory, the Khabarovsk territory, the Magadan region. It is also possible to carry the Amur and Sakhalin regions in which for the all analyzed period (in 2013 and in 2014, respectively) the natural increase was noted to this group. Other subjects of the district (Primorsk territory and the Jewish autonomous region) are included into the group of steady natural losses.

In general, following the results of 2014 six of nine subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district had a natural increase that, certainly, positively characterizes tendencies in the dynamics of demographic potential.

Life expectancy in the Far East traditionally was at the level below the average Russian. Following the results of 2014 average life expectancy of the population of the district made 68,2 years for both floors that is 2,72 years lower, than countrywide [2, 7]. In a section of Far East genders rather differentiated picture is noted. The dispersion of values between the extreme points makes nearly 7,5 years. The highest level of indicator is noted in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), the lowest – in the Chukotka autonomous region. Higher across the Far East the life expectancy is marked out by rather average in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) and the Primorsk territory.

Infantile mortality as reflects the tendencies in development of the health care and the all social and economic system in general belongs to a number of important indicators acting as a peculiar indicator of happening changes in the formation of human potential and making impact on the life expectancy.

Infantile mortality in the Far East always differed in higher (rather average Russian) level. On average, during 2000 - 2014 the Far-Eastern indicator for 23% exceeded the average Russian value, thus, the rate of decrease in the infantile mortality in the Far East coincides with all-Russian [7].

 Following the results of 2014 countrywide the level of infantile mortality made 7,4 per milles, in the Far-Eastern federal district – 9 people on 1000 been born live. This indicator also differs in high differentiation in the district. The level of infantile mortality varies from 23,4 in the Chukotka autonomous region, to 6 in the Magadan region. Thus, the indicator of the Chukotka autonomous region is not only the highest in the district, but also in the country.

Comparison of dynamics of the considered indicators testifies to an ambiguity of happening processes in the field of formation and human development. Apparently from the presented data, in the subjects leading on IDHP considerable lag on such major indicators as a life expectancy and infantile mortality at the same time can be observed. So, for example, the Chukotka autonomous region entering into the group of subjects with the high level of development of human potential is characterized thus by the lowest life expectancy of the population and the highest level of infantile mortality in the country.

Proceeding from the dynamics of index of human development, natural increase, life expectancy and infantile mortality, in the Far East it is possible to allocate three zones characterized by different concentration of human potential, and also the existence of restrictions and potential opportunities for its formation and development. Certainly, the authors in this research considered the dynamics of not all parameters influencing the formation of human potential. The list of indicators by means of which becomes possible to evaluate the human capacity of this or that territory, certainly, more widely. At the same time, evaluation of the tendencies of change of demographic component and parameters of health of the population, and also comparison of the temporary trends of these indicators have a certain value from the point of view of detection of the  territorial features of distribution of the human potential and determination of perspective zones for its development.

The Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), the Khabarovsk and Primorsk regions belong to the first group possessing the highest launching sites for formation and development of the competitive human potential. In these Far-Eastern subjects the highest territorial concentration of human potential in the Far East is noted. Inclusion of these subjects is caused by the following: 

- For the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) – the steady natural increase of the population compensating migratory outflow of the population; life expectancy, high to the Far-Eastern measures. For this subject high level is confirmed also by rather high IDHP;
- the Khabarovsk territory in this group comes into force of positive dynamics of a natural increase of a rather high life expectancy, the developed social infrastructure;
- the Primorsk territory, despite a negative natural increase, differs higher the rather Far-Eastern level in the life expectancy, existence of the developed network of the objects of medical and educational infrastructures and their spatial availability owing to the highest concentration of social and economic activity in the district.

The second group unites the Kamchatka territory, the Amur, Magadan and Sakhalin regions. These subjects entering into the group of the IDHP high level are distinguished by multidirectional dynamics of the natural movement, a low indicator of life expectancy that acts as the certain restrictions of human development in the long term. 

The third group includes the Jewish autonomous region and the Chukotka autonomous region. In spite of the fact that on the indicator of IDHP JAR enters into the group of the average level of development, and the Chukotka autonomous region is among the territories of high human development, these territories are least developed in the social and economic relation, are characterized by the low indicators of life expectancy and the high infantile mortality.

Thus, in the territory of the Far-Eastern federal district, at least, three zones the part from which possesses potential opportunities for the formation and development of competitive human potential were created, others – have objective restrictions. With a high share of probability it is possible to assume that in the long term this division of the Far-Eastern space will remain. Considering dynamics of the indicators of human development, the indicators characterizing health of the population have the greatest constraining impact on its formation. To break a tendency of lag of the all Far-Eastern territories from the average Russian level, acceptance at the state level of programs of development of the health care, education, increase of availability of the social benefits and services is necessary for the population. The competitive human capital can be created only in the territory having not only a high economic potential, but also having all conditions for healthy and long life of the population, increase of education level, realization of creative abilities and initiatives.
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