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Contribution of the All-Union Leninist Young Communist League (AULYCL) to industrialization and strengthening of the defense capability of the Far-Eastern region of the USSR in the 1930th (on the example of construction of Komsomolsk-on-the Amur city)
The Far East always took an important place in the system of national security of Russia because of its special geopolitical status. The problem of modernization and strengthening of defense capability of the region, which actual today, was particularly acute for the Soviet state in the 1920th – the 1930th years. On the basis of unpublished contemporary records and memoirs of Komsomol members the author opens participation of the Komsomol organization in development of edge on the example of a city building of Komsomolsk-on-Amur, which became an important milestone in industrial development of the Far East. In article emphasized the special role of Komsomol mobilization for economic development of edge, reflected the contribution of Komsomol members to construction of the major industrial facilities: ship-building and aviation plants, noted severe conditions of work and life of young first builders. The author comes to a conclusion that the youth involved on the most responsible sites of construction became a support in realization of party governmental activities and the solution of social and economic problems of industrialization of the region.

Дальний Восток всегда занимал важное место в системе национальной безопасности России из-за его особого геополитического статуса. Проблема модернизации и укрепления обороноспособности региона, актуальная в наши дни, остро стояла и перед Советским государством  в 1920-е – 1930-е гг. На основе неопубликованных архивных данных и воспоминаний комсомольцев автор раскрывает участие комсомольской организации в развитии края на примере строительства г. Комсомольска-на-Амуре, которое стало важной вехой в промышленном освоении Дальнего Востока. В статье подчёркнута особая роль комсомольских мобилизаций для хозяйственного развития края, отражён вклад комсомольцев в строительство важнейших промышленных объектов: судостроительного и авиационного заводов, отмечены тяжёлые условия труда и быта молодых первостроителей.  Автор приходит к выводу, что молодёжь, задействованная на самых ответственных участках строительства, стала опорой в реализации партийно-государственных мероприятий и решении социально-экономических задач индустриализации региона.
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In recent years the government of the Russian Federation has been increasingly frequently emphasizing that the far eastern territories’ development is one of national priorities and a key to solution of many social, economic, demographic and geopolitical problems. In 2014 a law “About the territories of rapid social and economic development (TRSED)” was adopted; it aimed to create a legal framework of state support of regions of Far Eastern Federal District (FEFD). Main goal of the TRSEDs is to provide takeoff and rapid development of the Far East, turn the region into a prosperous region attractive for life and business. 

However, the realization of main tasks in development of the Far East – development of natural resources, creating infrastructure, construction of the industrial and civilian facilities, increasing region’s transport accessibility, agricultural development, development of fuel and energy complex, creating modern production, is complicated by poor reclamation of the far eastern territories, disproportions in infrastructure, transport and skilled workforce training, unsatisfactory 
functioning of the social sphere. Meanwhile, similar tasks and problems concerning development of the region were already noted by our country's top leadership in the 30th of the XX century. That is why it seems that the experience of Far East region modernization held by the soviet state is especially relevant today. This article studies practice of engaging youth in realization of party and government policy of developing the Far East of RSFSR using the example of Komsomolsk-on-the Amur city-building. Nowadays, Komsomolsk is known as a far eastern center of aircraft and shipbuilding industry. Current policy regarding these machinery-producing sectors, aimed to provide maintaining of the world aviation power by the Russian Federation, to strengthen positions of the Russian aviation industry’s military and civilian products in the world market, improving competitiveness of Russian shipbuilding plants and their reorientation to building high-tech watercrafts, also makes to look back to the beginning of industrialization of the region. 

The 14th congress of the All-Union Communist Party of Bolsheviks (AUCPb) marked the end of recovery period and transition to the process of socialist industrialization. The congress called reconstruction of industry and increasing of labor productivity the main aims of business construction [1, p. 75]. In the end of 1920th – the beginning of 1930th special attention of the USSR Government was paid to the defense capability of the country including the far eastern region, which is an integral part of the national defense system due to its special geopolitical location.  In 1930th at the 16th congress of the AUCPb development of the industry sectors increasing defense capability of the USSR was called a priority task [1, 585]. In the directive of the All-Russian Central Executive Committee (VTsIK) and the Council of People's Commissars of RSFSR dated February 20, 1930 “On economic and cultural development the Far East” it was stated that the Far East with its special geographic location and abundant natural resources  plays a critical role in political and economic development of the country and therefore needs an increase in rates of socialistic reconstruction, as well as economic and cultural development of the region [2]. Socialistic industrialization of the Far East presupposed development of the heavy industry, technical retooling of industries, industrial construction, liquidation of private capital, strengthening role of the communist party and the working class. 9th party conference of 1930th set a goal: “to turn the Far East into a strong economic outpost on the Pacific coast” [3]. 

Realization of these tasks was accompanied by some difficulties due to geopolitical and social and economic peculiarities of the Far East. By that time the Far East had been a region most distant from the industrial center and from supply bases, most undeveloped and technically backward.

V.L. Komarov – vice-president of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR wrote: “Industrialization of the region intensely bumps up against lack of labor force.. Here, in this wild and abandoned land, with abundant subsurface and surface resources, Komsomol should play one of the key roles” [4]. That way, komsomols were supposed to become a core of industrial labor force on the Pacific coast, and to lead the development of the region. Starting 1928 Komsomol began large-scale mobilizations of young men and women to work at the country’s major construction sites including industrial construction sites of the Far East.

In March 1932 a special order of the State Planning Committee of the USSR  for  the AULYCL was published in Komsomolskaya Pravda. According to that order Komsomol had to participate in development and promotion of the energy problem – coal and oil extraction, usage of water energy, development of far eastern metallurgical industry, solution of transportation problem as a key factor providing opportunities for development of region’s resources, and also to contribute to solution of agricultural problems [5].   It was underlined that Komsomol had to play one of the key roles in development of region’s production forces. 

Socialistic construction demanded changes in Komsomol’s work. Central Committee of the AULYCL advanced a slogan, according to which all Union had to become a shock-brigade in a city, and in a village, and in industry, and in kolkhoz building. The young took on a task of participation in practical industrialization, implementation of new labor management approaches, and improvement of labor discipline. The third Far-Eastern congress of the AULYCL, held in 1926, marked the end of recovery period and set a new aim – building socialistic society and creating industrial potential of the region. 

In 1930th there was set a course for industrialization of the Far East. The first aim was to build a ship-building plant to strengthen the Pacific Fleet’s base. In January 1932 Governmental commission under the chairmanship of the deputy People's Commissar on military and marine affairs Y. B. Gamarnik examined a territory of the Amur River’s lower course. Permskoye village of Nizhne-Tambovskii area was considered the most suitable place for ship-building plant construction. This place was definitively established by the government in February of 1932. Besides that, on February 25th, 1932 the head department the people's commissariat on heavy industries of the USSR issued an order to build an aircraft factory in the Far East. Construction site defined by the commission was located on the territory of Nanai nomads camp Dzemgi [6].  In March of 1932 the Central Committee of the AUCPb and the Central Committee of the AULYCL announced mobilization for building of a new city. At the same time the Central Committee of the AUCPb sent general secretary of the Central Committee of the AULYCL – A.V. Kosarev to the Far East. Being in the region, Kosarev studied the condition of youth movement, visited industrial, 
fishery factories, and upon his return to Moscow the article was published in “Komsomolskaya Pravda” with an appeal to develop the Far East by hands of youth. 

Echelons with mobilized Komsomol members went to the Far East. The trip took 18 to 23 days and was quite difficult considering irregularity of feeding and poor level of cultural-domestic servicing, absence of hygienic disposal [7]. 

According to the mobilization plan 6 thousand Komsomol members had were supposed to come for building factories. Eventually 6776 people came, 3747 of which were to build a ship-building plant (plant No. 199), 1839 – to build an aircraft plant (plant No. 126), 701 Komsomol members had to be sent to Spassk for building a cement plant and 466 – to Ussuriisk for construction of a Sugar plant [8]. Most of those who came were between ages of 18 and 22. 

Upon arrival of the mobilized to the Far East many problems became obvious. Significant lack of necessary specialists revealed itself. For example, out of manifested quantity of carpenters,  which was 2570, only 1387 came, out of 150 of requested stove-setters there were only 63, out of  520 ground-men only 5 came [9]. Many difficulties emerged due to the fact that many organizations didn’t do good job on recruitment of Komsomol members. For example, in the Ukraine they promised to provide apartments upon arrival, in Nizhniy Novgorod, and in the North Caucasus they said not to bring their bedding, underwear and clothes because all of it will be provided in the Far East. That is why some of the mobilized Komsomol members came just in a coat and with only one set of under-clothes. Over 200 of those who arrived were taken from their workers' faculties, technical schools and high schools, they were between 14 and 17 years. Some groups said that they were taken from their workplaces and forced to go to the Far East in 24 hours. 30 people came with serious diseases , 1 turned out to be a disabled person of group II [10]. Some of the  Komsomol members unsatisfied with their living conditions were insisting on going back. In the first days 474 people went back, most of them had experience in Komsomol from 1931 to 1932 [11].

Due to the fact that echelons with komsomols arrived earlier that it was expected and navigation on the Amur was still closed, sending them to plant construction sites was delayed. Regional committee of AUCPb had to allocate coming komsomols to other factories of Khabarovsk and the region. Arriving komsomols were working temporally on construction of power station in Khabarovsk, at Dalselmash, Cement plant, enterprise campuses, Neftestroy, and brickmaking plants. 

In March of 1932 a special party’s commission under the chairmanship of AUCPb regional committee secretary A.P. Grichmanov was created to manage reception and allocation of komsomols. Despite the severe shortage of housing they managed to accommodate all of the mobilized. Special superintendents were appointed to prepare and fit out dormitories, organize dining-halls. In the dormitories komsomols were familiarized with geography and natural riches of the region, political situation, mode of life of people of the Far East; they were taken to a local history museum; moving cinemas and agitational art group of the Far Easter Regional Committee (DKK) of the AULYCL “Fighting signals” worked [12]. Meanwhile in some organizations (Stroirest, Neftestroi) living conditions were tough: barracks’ roofs wee leaking, there were no beds, no lights, food supply wasn’t organized well, unhygienic state of housing encouraged spread of diseases. In a Social town (Socgorodok) out of all 263 komsomols only 100 went to work. They were explaining that it is because of low payment and not having opportunity to work according to their profession [13]. That situation triggered concern of the party bodies. On the meeting of DKK AUCPb in the problem of “6000 komsomols” in May of 1932 it was decided that in case anyone who were allocated by the party didn’t  fulfil their duty on political and party service to komsomols they were held liable strictly and could even be expeled from the party [14].

On the 7th of May 1932 two steamships “Kolumb” and “Kommintern” brought to a place chosen for construction of a shipbuilding plant – to Permskoe village with population of only 360 people in 1930th [15] – first part of komsomols consisting of 300 people. On the 12th of May 530 people were sent, and 600 union members went to plant construction site on the 23rd of May. First landing forces for building an aircraft plant consisting of 143 people were sent on the 29th of May with the steamship “Kapitan Karpenko” [16]. Demobilized Red Army Men also joined the ranks of first builders. 

Initially construction sites (Dalpromstroy and Aviastroy) which became centers of two major districts of the future city existed almost independently from each other because they was swampy taiga and the river Silinka between them and with no transportation communication was hindered. 

Sites for construction were not equipped, so komsomols were accommodated in tents and mud huts, they had no dining halls and tools necessary for construction – one axe for 10-15 people [17]. There was no workwear, footwear, bedding, kerosene. Unified State Political Department (OGPU) bodies noted abnormal situation on the construction site of the aircraft plant. Kitchens didn’t meet minimum hygienic requirements, raw water was added to food, the food often wasn’t suitable for eating. By November of 1932 not a single winter barrack had been built [18]. That is why Komsomol building organization had to solve many non-relevant housekeeping and production problems: manage supply and food service, preserve provisions, and stimulate rapid housing construction. 

As the only route of communication was the Amur with only 5 month of navigation a year, builders of the city couldn’t get everything necessary from outside. Chum salmon  from Amur was the main and sometimes the only food komsomols had. In winter of 1932 due to the lack of provision nutritional standards were lowered significantly. Soon the spread of scorbutus started and it was hard to stop due to lack of effective medication and experience in treatment and prevention of that disease. 

The Central Committee of the AUCPb set a goal for Dalpromstroi – to start industrial construction in 1933, and that required constructional material – wood. So in 1932 construction of a lumber-mill started. Party and Komsomol committees decided to mobilize 40% of the communists and komsomols of the city for lumbering. In the first days party and komsomol team of Pivan forest district raised a rate of production from 5,6 to 6,6 cubic meters a day for one person [19]. In November of 1933 there was organized a timber rafting along the 2-kilometer canal in the frozen river. Komsomol member N.P. Yarovoy who came to Permskoye in May of 1932 remembers: “In the beginning we even had no transport to deliver timber from a lake, to clean up lumber and wooden waste. The timber delivery was done by hoists. Overcoming great difficulties, we still produced about 60-70 cubic meters a day” [20]. 

Severe working and living conditions became reasons of running away, which led to implementing passes for transfer to steamships. By the 1st of October 1932 504 people had deserted from the shipbuilding plant construction site. However, prevention of running away wasn’t only about usage of prohibitive measures. In November 1932 Komsomol of ASZ initiated a campaign of self-allocation to a construction site before plant start-up, which resulted in allocation of 67% of total number of organization personnel [17]. In 1937 Komsomol organization of the city consisted of 6880 people [21]. 4000 of the first-builders continued to work in the city [22]. 

On the 6th of July, 1932 the first conference of the AULYCL Dalprommstroy opened. Pointing at the fact that most of the workforce was presented by komsomols who came by the call of the Central Committee of the AULYCL for building plants, the conference appealed to Dalkrayispolkom, Dalkraykom of the AUCPb, Dalkraykom of the AULYC and to the Central Committee of the AULYCL to solicit the Central Executive Committee of the USSR for renaming of Permskoye village into a city of Komsomolsk-on-the Amur [17]. The Conference elected a regional committee of the AULYC, S.F. Polikarpov was appointed as a secretary of the committee. On the 10th of December presidium  of the VTsIK enacted a regulation to rename Permskoye village into a city of Komsomolsk-on-the Amur.

In June of 1933 bureau of Dalkraykom of the AUCPb heard a report of the head of Dalpromstroy I.A. Kattel and acknowledged that a base for industrial construction has been created. By that time a lumber-mill, machine workshops, and a limestone plant were build, necessary materials were prepared [23].  

In 1933 the first building of the Amursk shipbuilding plant was laid. In May of 1935 the work on the first vessel started with intermediates delivered from the Nikolayevsky shipbuilding plant. On the 18th of July 1934 a footing of the machine-building (aircraft) plant was laid, in May of 1935 the first shops started working, and in 1936 the plant became one of the operating enterprises of the country. In 1937 the aircraft plant became one of the first to start using civilian employees [24].

However, by the beginning of 1940th the city still had a housing crisis: there was no municipal construction, city council couldn’t provide housing for all staff, arriving to the city organization. In the end of 1938 organizational bureau of the Central Committee of the AUCPb in the Khabarovsk territory noted that “condition of the city economy is extremely unsatisfactory, the city doesn’t have roads, water-supply system, wastewater disposal, street lights, urban amenities” [26]. Subhuman living conditions resulted in labor fluctuation at construction sites. 

The 18th congress of the AUCPb in its resolution “The third five-year plan of development of the USSR national economy” set out creation of a new metallurgic base in the Far East with a full metallurgic cycle to provide for all needs of machine-building industry [1, 890]. Metallurgic plant “Amurstal”, the decision to build which was issued in 1935, was called a start-up object of the third five-year plan. In April of 1939 Plenum of the Central Committee of the AULYCL discussed a question of AULYCL organizations’ work according to the decision of the 18th congress of the AUCPb and set patronage of Komsomol over some of the biggest construction sites of the country, including “Amurstal” plant construction. In summer of 1939 960 people came with komsomol tickets, and 240 came with the organization’s recruitment. In October of 1940 770 more young men and women came from Kirovskaya area with tickets of the Central Committee of the AULYCL. Only at construction of open-hearth shop there were 14 young brigades created, and by the end of 1941 shop readiness amounted to over 50 % [27].   

Of course it is important to mark out contribution of military construction units and prisoners of Dallag to building of the city.  Out of 162 major prison camps existing in the USSR over 60 were located in the Far East [28, с. 214]. Yet it doesn’t downplay the role of komsomols in building of the city. Significant part of industrial construction of the Far East was done by hands of young people who were ready to devote their strength and youth to creation of a happy communist society. E.P. Petrov who visited the Far East in 1937 wrote about the first builders of Komsomolsk-na-Amure: “Most of them were boys who could offer only their hands and enthusiasm. They fell taiga, grubbed up stumps, built the first mud huts. Before their very eyes plants were built. They went to work there. They learned, acquired professions, and moved forward” [29]. The period of the 20s-30s of the XX century was a period of mobilization of national forces for solving extremely important and exceptionally challenging tasks. Komsomol, which was an integral part of soviet society and communist party, also acquired mobilization nature. Starting 1927 tasks of development of economy became priorities of Komsomol’s work. Komsomol mobilization had a special meaning for the Far East due to the lack of workforce in the region.

Komsomol was aimed to unite youth to solve party and government tasks in the first place; nevertheless it also encouraged unity among youth in meeting their own needs and socialization of young generation. Working in the union required certain personal hardships, great commitment, determination, efforts, and decency from young people. That is why a statement that Komsomol organization “did not encourage formation of socially mature personality” [30, с. 13-14] is extremely questionable. Building of Komsomolsk-on-the Amur became a great contribution to industrial development of the Far East. Basically, the city was a first komsomol construction site which moulded discipline, self-sufficiency, responsibility, initiative,  and a sense of duty in young people. First builders of the city underline that the origin of their 
self-sacrificing work is not in their fanaticism or political context but in a sense of great personal responsibility for the situation at the construction site and in the country so inherent to youth [31, p. 38]. Komsomol organization which took part in realization of major efforts for the region’s development made significant contribution to modernization of the Far East and turning the region into an industrial base of the Pacific Russia. 
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