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Social environment as a factor of narcotization of young people
(on the example of the Khabarovsk city)
This article analyzes the influence of immediate social environment representatives – friends, acquaintances – on the flowing of narcotization among adolescents. The findings presented in the article based on the results of sociological research conducted in 2015 among students in the Khabarovsk city at the age of 14-18 years. Various aspects of the friends and acquaintances influence on the process of narcotization were empirically measured and considered, was found a significant negative role at the stage of interest formation to drugs and treatment for them. It is proved that one of the key factors stimulating the process and increase the level of narcotization is the presence in the near social environment of friends and acquaintances. They usually include in drug consumers environment and illegal drug trafficking, and actively promote drug culture’s norms and values among coevals, stimulate interest in drugs, offer them a try.

Статья посвящена анализу влияния представителей ближайшего социального окружения – друзей, знакомых – на протекание процесса наркотизации в подростковой среде. Выводы, изложенные в статье, основаны на результатах анализа данных социологического опроса по проблеме наркотизации, проведенного в 2015 г. среди учащихся г. Хабаровска в возрасте 14 – 18 лет. Рассмотрены и эмпирически измерены различные аспекты влияния друзей и знакомых на процесс наркотизации, выявлена их значительная негативная роль на этапе формирования интереса к наркотикам и обращения к ним. Доказано, что одним из ключевых факторов, стимулирующих процесс и повышающих уровень наркотизации, является наличие в ближайшем социальном окружении друзей и знакомых, включенных в среду наркопотребителей и незаконный оборот наркотиков, которые активно пропагандируют в среде сверстников основанные на наркокультуре нормы и ценности, стимулируют интерес к наркотикам, предлагают их попробовать.
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The prevalence of drug abuse constitute a real threat to the health and lives of the population, to economic and social foundations, give rise to increase crime and other antisocial phenomena in the Russian Federation  in general and the Khabarovsk territory in particular. The results of the annual monitoring show tense drug situation among young people in the Khabarovsk territory [2, 3, 4]. Thus, according to research results, young people are well informed about drugs, face with the facts of their use and they are personally familiar with the drug users. A significant number of respondents of the poll avow in the experience of trial and drug use in past, as well as occasional and permanent ongoing consumption.

Many contradictions pertain to youth public opinion in relation to the problem of drug addiction and non-medical drugs use, in the estimation of drug action on the human body and its effects, in the perception of trends and methods used to counter drug addiction in society. Nowadays the existence of drug-addiction as a social problem is perceived by young people as unavoidable evil", and its modern (quite large) scale – as "normal" level of prevalence [1]. Many young people are of the opinion that the drug use  – a private matter, not affecting the public interest.

That’s why the necessity of permanent counteraction against the effects of youth narcotization actualize its scientific, including sociological study and understanding, as a social process. Narcotization is complex multi-step process characterized by a high latency level and by it’s duration of the flow, the completion of which is formed by the evidence and severe physical dependence, changes in the social status and role set , and in value-regulatory structure of a person. In spite of narcotization spreading in many age groups, the most intensive flowing occurs in youth group. The critical age of initiation to drug consumption of is adolescence [5].

Like any social process, the process of narcotization flows under certain conditions, under the action of stimulating or deterrent it’s development factors. One of them, of course, is the influence of the nearest social environment. This article presents the results of an empirical measurement of the direction and level of friends influence - as a factor of youth drug addiction. This article is based on the sociological research results of drug addiction problems of the students from Khabarovsk. Far East Training Institute of the Federal Drug Control Service conducted this research in May 2015. There were interviewed 531 learners of secondary schools and institutions of secondary vocational education at the age of 13-18 years.

Results of the survey allows us to state about the involvement of adolescents in the process of drug addiction as a social fact. 7,2% of the respondents confessed in past and ongoing experience of drug use as well as their desire to try. 32,4% of respondents answered positively on survey’s question "Do you know about students of your educational institute who use drugs?". Each of the third student (32,8 %) said that is familiar with drug users, every forth (23,5 %) indicated that he was offered to try a drug.

Differentiated approach is common to adolescents in assessing the harm of drug use and its consequences for the physical and social health and sanity, its inadequately low estimate to drug addiction as a social problem. So, despite the general negative attitude to drug abuse, every fifth of interviewed (21,0%) that is indifferent to it. The fourth of respondents (28,5%) think that different drugs have varying degrees of health damage. At the same time, one in ten respondents (11,9%) believe that there are safe drugs. Nearly half respondents (43,3%) believe that those who started using drugs may refuse it by themselves, although with difficulty, and one of the twenty (5,3%) considers the implementation of such decision fairly easy. Every eighth teenager (12,1%) believe that its opportunity depends on the drug.

It is important to note that among the respondents answer there is statistical link with the high level of significance (p < 0,01), that reflects the logic of existing causal relationship. Thus, the presence of the personal experience of drug consumption significantly reduces the criticalities concerning the problem of non-medical consumption, the evaluation of drug impact on the human body and the possibility of independently refusing of drug consumption. This demonstrates the non-randomness of the received answers responses and the possibility of making credible conclusions despite the impact of latency on the results.

The analysis of the teen’s answers makes it possible to say that on the stage of drug referring the influence of close social environment – friends and acquaintances – is one of the main. So, the offer to try drugs arrives from friends (27,6%) and close friends (27,6%) to the most of those who marked about their existing experience of drug consumption. It is noteworthy that in the distribution of answers of all respondents who received such a proposal (including refused and remained of tried drugs) the share of "friends" (37,2%) is significantly higher than "acquaintance" (25,6%). Thus, taking into account proposed in the questionnaire wording the impact of "friends" – the people most likely within the referent group – is more significant and more often leads to try drugs than the impact of "acquaintance" – as a representatives of "a second round of dialogue".
Significant close environmental influence found in the analysis of the reasons for resorting to drugs. The main one is traditionally interest and curiosity (51, 5%). However, the curiosity about drugs are always "in couple" with other causes. Based on teenagers answers they are, firstly, hedonistic motive (willing to relax (24,2%), to have fun (21,2%)) and secondarily – egalitarian factor (the desire for friends and acquaintances respect (15,2%) for the company (12,1%)). The result of factor analysis of the reason for resorting to drugs is of interest. It allows to speculate about the true motives of this act (resulting factor model contains three factors explaining 69,9% of the total variance that succumb the logical interpretation that allows to recognize it successful). The main factor (explain 31,5% of the total variance) is egalitarian factor, including such answers as "friends respect", "be like everyone else" and "for the company."

Sum up the results of descriptive and factor analysis, it is possible to say that the powerful factor in of the interest formation to drugs is the desire to follow the social norms and values of reference group, and, maybe, the inability to resist the imposed necessity of submitting to standards and requirements of a micro group.

Clearly, the necessary condition for drug occurrence is awareness about it, and the factor of narcotization is the degree of information saturation field and the nature of the information. The closest social environment – friends, acquaintances, classmates – are the important part of the information field and, as the results of the analysis show, have a strong negative impact, which stimulates the development of drug addiction. So, friends, classmates are an important, but not the volumetric source of information within informational field as a whole. In answers to the direct survey’s question "Where do you find any information related to drug?" they indicated with relatively low frequency – 26,2% (for comparison, movies, TV programs – 48,8%; Internet – 45,2%).

However, it is important not only to find the information volume assess that teenagers received from different sources, but also find out is there some effect and what it’s character. In order to the presence assess of such influence we analyzed the differences in the answers of respondents who indicated or not indicated each of the source of information on the questionnaire concerning the problem of non-medical drug use  and attitude to it, namely: "Did you try drugs", "Who can be called a drug addict", "Can those who started using drugs reject them independently", "What time can drug dependence occurs", "What is your attitude to drug addiction in general", "Are there safe for health drugs". Table 1 shows the results of analysis that have a high level of statistical significance (the probability of non-randomness of the found differences is more than 95%). Sign "+" means positive impact of information source, sign "-" means negative.

 
Table 1

Differences in the responses to the questionnaire 

taking into account the sources of information that is related to drug

	 
	What is your attitude to drug addiction in general
	Can those who started using drugs reject them independently
	Are there safe for health drugs
	What time can drug dependence occurs
	Who can be called a drug addict
	Did you try drugs


	Movies, TV programs
	+
	 
	 
	-
	 
	+

	Internet
	 
	 
	 
	 
	-
	 

	Friends, classmates
	-
	 
	 
	 
	 
	-

	Activities, meetings held in the educational institution
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+

	Leaflets, information stands in educational institution
	 
	 
	 
	 
	+
	 

	Special anti-drug events
	 
	 
	+
	+
	+
	 


 
The analysis using the Mann-Whitney opinions test revealed a statistically significant relationship of friends and classmates with answers to key questions "Did you try drugs" and "What is your attitude to drug addiction in general", that allows to suggest that the friends attitude is quite influential. The nature of such information influence determines the direction of observed displacement frequency from the waiting within contingency tables answer questions about drugs and indication of the source of the information. The analysis shows a negative impact of close social environmental representatives to the choice to try drugs or not, and the relation to addiction in general.
In particular, the sub-sample where friends and classmates are marked as a source of information about drugs the response to the question "Have you ever tried drugs?" "Tried", "I want to try," "abuse drugs" – more than in the subsample of not marked, and, therefore, the answered "no" – less (See. Table. 2).

 

Table 2
Crosstabs answers to the question "Have you ever tried drugs?" and indicating the source of information
 about drugs "friends and classmates"
(% of respondents)
	Experience is, as used of drugs
	"Friends, classmates" as a source and n formation about drugs

	
	Marked
	Not marked

	Does not try drugs
	84,9
	95,8

	Abuse drugs (use, want to try)
	15,1
	4,2


 

Thus, representatives of the close social environment, although are not the most extensive source of information about drugs, however, but have a significant negative impact.

The results of analysis from the perspective of having in close social environment friends and acquaintances involved in drug abuse, measured by the question "Are there any of your friends with whom you communicate, those who know a lot about drugs?" confirm the made conclusion. Almost half of the respondents (40,3%) answered affirmatively.
In other words, almost half of the teens actually have an opportunity to receive "reliable" and "authoritative" information about drugs directly from the nearest social circle. The analysis allows us to assert confidently a negative impact of this "authoritative" opinion. Thus, friendship or acquaintance with well-informed person greatly increases the amount of information about drugs. The interviewed teens, whose friends know enough about drugs, almost three times more likely to say that they were offered to try drug. The same trend, but on a larger scale were found in the experiences of drug use (See. fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Distribution of indications friends as a source of information about drugs;
answers to the questions "Have you ever been offered to try drugs" 
and "Have you ever try drugs" in addition to availability among friends
those who knows a lot about drugs
 

Another confirmation of this conclusion and evidence of the complexity and comprehensiveness of drug addiction as a social process are the results of the analysis of value orientations and forms of leisure activities.

According to the survey the most important terminal for teenagers are health (58,9%), friendship (58,4%), love (50,7%), happy family life and self-development (46,8 %), as well as the value of financial security of life (43,6%). The differences between values of those who tried and did not try drugs in relation to friendship are most significant. It was marked by 61,1% of teens who didn’t try, and among those who the tried – only 31,3%.

The main forms of respondents leisure are free time spending with friends (58,9%), and social networking (51,8%). The actual forms of spending free time are watching movies, TV (44,8%), hobby (37,9   %), sports (34,5%), reading (32,4%) and computer games (28,1%) for about a third of respondents. The least popular, but at the same time statistically significant form is visiting discos (8,5%).

An analysis of the forms of free time taking into account the availability of experience of drug use has revealed differences in indicating only two of them – meeting friends and visiting discos (See. fig. 2). Representatives of the drug risk group more often meet friends and much more likely visit discos. It’s important to add that nightclubs and discos are most popular places of drug selling for the results of monitoring studies in the Khabarovsk territory [3, 4].
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Fig. 2. Distribution of indicating the forms of spending free time  depending on the presence of drug experience sample 
 

The increased frequency of "friends meeting", including more frequent visits discos, is another evidence of their involvement in destructive drug environment, considering that friendship for members of the drug risk group are not the substantial value.
Thus, the results of the study allow maintain about the impact of the respondents included in drug environment – friends and acquaintance – as one of the key factors that stimulates the process of narcotization. This empirical data and identified statistically significant relationship between the answers of respondents give substantial grounds about the role of individuals who regular use drugs and included in the appropriate environment of drug addicts. These teens being the agents of drug process purposefully spread norms and values based on the drug culture; moreover, they involve new drug experimental consumers. The presence of "agents" in the social circle significantly increases the volume of received information about drugs, the number of proposals to try them, including realized.

It is important to understand that even stop at the stage of experimental samples or occasional consumption of "light" drugs and incomplete acquisition of drug dependence, individual experience of non-medical drug consumption is also become a significant part of the destructive social process of narcotization. Remaining the active members of a society, the former "experimenters" have all opportunities to translate their harmless drug experience on the members of social micro groups, in which they are included – friends and acquaintance companies, classmates and students groups and labor collectives. In the situation of maintenance of drug environment appears the prerequisites for the formation the wrong estimation of drug effects on the human, physical, psychological, social consequences of drug consumption as a personal behavior and social phenomenon among young people. The result is a favorable environment for the further development of narcotization, leading to severe social and spiritual, economic, etc. consequences.
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