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Educational strategy of student's youth

In the article the concept "educational strategy" of modern student's youth as the choice on the basis of values and installations in education characterizing the practices in education, planning of the education are considered. On the basis of results of the author's sociological researches among the student's youth of higher education institutions of Penza (2014) and the polls of students of higher education institutions of the Volga region (The Penza and Saratov regions, the Republic of Mordovia 2015) motives of education, educational strategy of modern students are analyzed.

В статье рассматривается понятие «образовательные стратегии» современной студенческой молодежи как выбор на основе ценностей и установок в сфере образования, характеризующий практики в образовании, планирование своего образования. На основе результатов авторских социологических исследований среди студенческой молодежи вузов г. Пензы (2014 г.) и опросов студентов вузов Поволжья (Пензенская и Саратовская области, Республика Мордовия (2015 г.)) анализируются мотивы получения образования, образовательные стратегии современных студентов.
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The importance of research applicable to the educational strategy of student’s youth is determined by the study of motivation and education-related behavior of the youth, as well as the employment under the new social and economic conditions. Today, as the researchers state, education is evaluated operationally, it is considered to be the way of achieving material values and the access to the other social benefits. However, educational strategies are based not only on economic criterions, but also on such aspects, as making personal efforts, diligence, will. T.A. Kotova analyses educational strategy, interpreting classical sociology as a realization of social role-playing models within the context of “…attainment of social and professional majority”; in line with nonclassical sociological idea as “…”configuration” of life intentions and possibilities for getting education”. She considers educational strategies as the choice based on values and attitudes in the field of education, characterizing group practice in education. D.L. Konstantinovkiy determines educational strategy as a long-term plan oriented on two components: “what do I want to get” and “how do I want to achieve”. Summing up the points of researchers regarding the concept “educational strategies”, we can introduce “educational strategies” as education planning, the choice of student’s youth, which characterizes the practice in the field of education. 
Let us refer to analysis of the modern students’ educational strategy. Aiming to its study, several social researches have been undertaken: “Scientific resources of the modern youth”, “Educational strategies and labor plans”. The results of original research have shown that 59,43% of the student’s youth are sure, that knowledge is necessary for modern people. Herewith, there is a large percent of the surveyed (40,57%), who feel certain, that knowledge is not important in today’s life, and the main thing is money. It is significantly, that about a half of the students think, that higher education is not a guarantee of success nowadays (48, 86% of the respondents). In addition, the researches of educational strategies, started by V.N. Shubkin and continued by D.L. Konstantinovkiy, G.A. Cherednichenko and others, suggest that about 1/5 of the respondents do not relate success in life with getting an education, as well as they do not feel strongly about converting of different educational levels on the job market.
Original research materials of 2015 allowed find out the conditions of getting “good education”. They include insistence while acquiring of knowledge, making personal efforts (81,45% of the respondents), having good skills and abilities (63,84%), having useful relations, necessary contacts (28,62%). It should be pointed out, that the importance of good relations and useful contacts in modern life is getting lower over the years, which is confirmed by national and regional researches. Herewith, those students, who think that “knowledge is the main achievement of the person”, have more active achievement strategies and consider their own efforts (92,06%) and skills (67,2%) as the main guarantee of “good education”. Those students, who feel that material security is more important than knowledge, education and learning, mostly think that money and useful contacts are the basis of “good education”.
Educational motivation has different grounds. As the researchers note, the actions of people depend not on the strength of motivation, but on its focus, views, aims, which are leading to the performance of these actions. The results of original research in 2015 have found out that the main reasons of entrance to the higher education institution are: getting a good, prestige, well-paid job (43%); getting a good education and employment (41%); earning money (38%); increasing of knowledge level (27%). The main motives for the choice of profession are: interesting content of the work (26%); demand for specialists of this profession (22%). Most students are satisfied with the chosen profession and think that it corresponds their skills. The point to be emphasized is that the most part of surveyed students get high grades (“good” and “excellent”) (around 60%). 
Learning strategies can be considered from two aspects. On the one hand, they are pedagogical strategies, implemented by the teachers. On the other hand – strategies, which the students use for acquiring of knowledge, acquisition of necessary skills and abilities. The study of different learning strategies allows to find out their following types: visiting and active involvement in the lectures; individual preparation for practical studies and discussions within the frame of studied subjects with the use of lecture notes, library stocks, Internet etc.; self-study and self-education, acquiring of additional knowledge about studied subjects. According to data of sociological analysis, which was carried out by M.Ya. Roshina, a half of university students use textbooks, lecture notes, required bibliography for preparation; 15% of the respondents use additional required literature concerning the subjects on their own; 8% – do not prepare for the studies. 40% of the students use digital libraries, 31% – students’ message boards and websites, 28% of the students read electronic academic periodicals, and 22% visit educational web portals. According to the results of original researches, only 44, 34% of the respondents are engaged in self-education. The focus of additional knowledge regards the improvement of computer and psychological skills.

The research materials have shown up the contradiction. On the one hand, the students are ready to make all possible efforts to get a good education, attach importance to the studies in nonlearning time. On the other hand, most of them do not want to be engaged in self-education due to the lack of time, having other more “important” things to do (sport, rest etc.).
According to data of original sociological researches among the students, there is an affirmation to continue the study, which the first year students have as well. About 1/3 of the respondents (26,8% as per research in 2014, and 34,28% in 2015) are planning to start the master’s program. The main purpose is to be in demand on the job market (61,8%) and to hold promise for professional growth (58,8%). Some students want to get master’s knowledge at another university or even in another country. Slightly less than 1/10 of the students (8%) are planning to enter doctoral program, but they consider these plans to happen in the distant future. It is worthy of note that most students would like to continue the study for doctoral degree with the same specialization.

Based on the results of original research (in 2014), more than a half of the students demonstrate interest for scientific work: 13,4% of the surveyed are involved in scientific research, 40,2% of the respondents are not engaged in scientific work, but they would like to be. It is probably connected with organizational facilities provided at the university, as well as with personal characteristics of the students. According to the results of original research in 2015, 73,9% of the surveyed are not involved in scientific work. In students’ opinion, the following conditions can increase the quality of research work: arranging of trainings in leading scientific educational centers, arranging of R&D competitions at the universities, organizational and methodological support for the students during competitive and other activities.
Summing it up, modern students consider education as the requirement of present social and economic circumstances. Although the students have operational attitude to the education and study, most of them aim for acquiring of knowledge, self-realization in the chosen profession, have strongly determined learning purposes. Nowadays most students esteem their own efforts as the condition to get a good education, which allows realize their life plans. There is an affirmation among the students to continue the study, entering master’s and doctoral programs. 
Literature and the sources:
1. Константиновский, Д. Л. Новые смыслы в образовательных стратегиях молодежи: 50 лет исследования / Д. Л. Константиновский, М. А. Абрамова, Е. Д. Вознесенская [и др.]. – М. : ЦСП и М, 2015. – 232 с.

2. Котова, Т. А. Образовательные стратегии российской молодежи : автореф. дисс. … д-ра социол. наук: 22.00.04 / Т.А. Котова. – Ростов на дону, 2006. – 46 с.  

3. Рощина, Я. М. Профессиональное образование в России: образовательные и трудовые стратегии студентов / Я. М. Рощина // Платное образование. – № 5. – 2007. – С. 36 – 43.

