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Identification communities of the Far-Eastern youth in sociological measurement

In this article the empirical analysis of social characteristics of the Far-Eastern youth is given in a section of its identification communities which were allocated as a result of the researches conducted in the three subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district. The author presented an identification portrait of the young Far-Easterners, their valuable orientation, the sphere of interests and the system of authorities, the youth evaluation concerning its patriotic moods, including its relations to the Far-Eastern region of Russia are considered.

В статье приведен эмпирический анализ социальных характеристик дальневосточной молодежи в разрезе ее идентификационных общностей, которые были выделены в результате исследований, проведенных в трех субъектах Дальневосточного федерального округа. Автором представлен идентификационный портрет молодых дальневосточников, рассмотрены их ценностная ориентация, сфера интересов и система авторитетов, обозначена оценка молодежи относительно ее патриотических настроений, в том числе и её отношения к Дальневосточному региону России.
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Development of the Far-Eastern territories in many respects depends on the adoption of effective administrative decisions which development has to be based taking into account objective characteristics of the population living here. One of such basic characteristics is the subjective evaluation of perception by the inhabitants of their identity as only self-existence is that only obvious that doesn't demand the other additional proofs [3, p. 76 – 84]. In this regard, it is important to carry out the analysis of self-identification of the Far-Eastern youth as the most active social group of the population which potential is demanded by the modern conditions of social and economic development of the Far East of Russia.

In general, we understand the subjective evaluation of perception by the young man (group of young people) of the own belonging to the cultural and historical, ethnic, territorial or the other social community having dynamic (changeable) character, formed and changing in everyday life under the influence of social institutes, having direct impact on the specifics of social activity of the youth and its vital strategy as the self-identification of the youth [1].

For studying of the self-identification of the Far-Eastern youth in November – December, 2012 within the sociological research "Migratory potential and mechanisms of fixing of young specialists in the region" we conducted the questionnaire of 1093 graduates of 13 leading higher education institutions of the Jewish autonomous region, the Kamchatka and Khabarovsk territories
. With the same purpose in July – August, 2014 we organized the focus groups with representatives of the youth public associations, and also with the studying and working youth
.

As a result of the carried-out analysis of the obtained data we conditionally allocated six identification communities of the young Far-Easterners (tab. 1) in which section made a matrix of social characteristics of the youth (tab. 2).

Table 1
Self-identification of youth in the territorial section 
(in % of number of respondents)

	Types of communities
	Khabarovsk territory
	JAR
	Kamchatka territory
	Total

	1.  Inhabitant of the  Earth planet 
	19,4
	19,3
	29,0
	20,2

	2. Russian
	37,5
	42,5
	35,0
	38,3

	3. Far-Easterner
	26,6
	29,3
	19,0
	26,5

	4. National community
	1,3
	5,4
	1,0
	2,1

	5. Don't carry myself to any of communities
	11,8
	5,8
	8,0
	10,0

	6. Another
	2,1
	1,2
	3,0
	2,1


Source: it is calculated and made by the author.
Table 2
Matrix of social characteristics of the identification communities 
of the Far-Eastern youth (in % of number of respondents)

	
	Inhabitant of the Earth planet 
	Russian
	Far-Easterner
	National community
	Don't carry myself to any of communities
	Another

	I look forward with hope and optimism
	47,1
	59,1
	49,3
	36,2
	34,9
	37,7

	I well know the history of the Far East of Russia
	26,5
	27,0
	26,4
	20,8
	26,6
	23,1

	I know the culture and traditions of indigenous people of the Far East
	26,4
	18,3
	17,3
	20,0
	13,1
	23,1

	I travel across the territory of the Far East
	38,9
	41,5
	43,1
	25,6
	33,6
	29,8

	I like the nature of the Far East
	76,0
	85,2
	86,5
	79,7
	82,6
	81,7

	I will prefer to spend holidays (vacation) abroad, than in the Far East
	67,9
	62,4
	60,4
	56,3
	65,1
	60,3

	I take pride, calling myself the Far-Easterner
	22,4
	26,4
	47,5
	30,6
	13,0
	30,8

	I actively participate in public life (actions, affairs, actions) of the territory in which I live
	17,8
	21,3
	18,6
	22,6
	11,1
	23,1

	I am familiar with the works of  the Far-Eastern poets and writers
	35,8
	29,6
	36,6
	19,8
	32,4
	22,3

	For professional self-realization it is necessary to leave from the territory of the Far East
	57,7
	40,8
	43,7
	42,4
	52,3
	41,3


Source: it is calculated and made by the author.

Considering the social characteristics of representatives of the Far-Eastern youth in the section of identification communities (we understand the set of people which is marked out on the basis of their personal estimates concerning themselves and a place in the system of public relations, possessing the general signs distinguishing it from the other individuals, and having a set of vital strategy, characteristic for it as the last), we paid attention that only in some parameters it is possible to mark out the lines, inherent only for a concrete community. So, for example, the highest percent of persons interested to spend holidays (vacation) abroad, but not in the Far East belongs "to inhabitants of the planet Earth" (67,9%), the opinion is more inherent in the same group that for professional self-realization it is necessary to leave the territory of the Far East (57,7%). 

Focus group researches also showed that young people, who on a question: "Who are you?" – answer "people of Earth", from the determining values distinguish the success, the family and happiness, and, make a reservation that "… the success means as a system where everything supplements each other, but, thus, the self-development is initially. And the happiness… pleasure from the life is everything!". At such youth the interests are often connected with the professional sphere, it is fond of geopolitics, plays sports, listens to the music which motivates, loves "cinema which forces to think", seeks to travel, is fond of reading books about psychology and the development of personal efficiency. In general, it is possible to note that "spirit" of adventurism and aspiration to innovations is inherent in this category of youth. 

“The Russian” group is the most optimistic and with the hope looking forward (59,1%). For "the Far-Easterners" (it is more than for the other identification communities) travel across the territory of the region (43,1%) are characteristic, they are more often than the others admire the local nature (86,5%), in comparison with the others know the works of the Far-Eastern poets and writers (36,6%) better. Moreover, in this identification community nearly a half of young people take pride, calling themselves the Far-Easterner – 47,5%, whereas in "the not carrying themselves to one of communities" group – only 13,0%.

The results of focus groups also showed considerable percent of the civil self-identification (44,4% of participants called themselves the citizens of the Russian Federation, citizens, residents of Russia) and the Far-Eastern accessory of the youth (25,9% determined themselves as the Far-Easterner, the resident of Khabarovsk, etc.)
. For every second of these young people special value in the life (besides a family) is friendship: "… I associate myself with the citizen, and the citizen can't be individually isolated, he always in the society. People with whom I communicate on which I can rely it is very important, it determines me", "to me are valuable friendship and friends since without friendship and without communication the life is defective".

Besides, in the carried-out focus groups the important feature which is that most of all connection with the country and the Far East is felt by the young people who are the members of youth public associations came to light. Two thirds (75%) of their representatives to the answer to a question: "Who are you?" – identified themselves the Russians and the Far-Easterners. In too time the similar indicator at the youth which isn't included in the activity of public structures makes about 40%. From here it is possible to draw a conclusion that the social activity, involvement into the activity of public structures, participation in the destiny of the region, understanding of the features of its development influence territorial self-identification of the youth. Therefore, participation of the young people in the activity of public associations increases the level of their social activity and in a certain degree influences the territorial "fixing". 

At the same time, answering a question: "How strongly you feel connection with the Far East? Whether you consider yourself the Far-Easterner?", – 100% of the youth working in the budgetary sphere unambiguously carried themselves to the Far-Easterners. Among the extra state employees we observe only single negative opinions: "No, don't hold me these places!"; "I am the Far-Easterner only for the remained two years, and then I will go to the west and I will be the Westerner", "I am not from here in general, and from Belarus. From a position of participation and that here I live – yes, I am the Far-Easterner… the nature is marvelous, but all the same I look towards the western part of the country". Besides, for the certain members of the youth public associations the Far-Eastern territories are limited to Khabarovsk and the Khabarovsk territory. They reason of such position is as follows: "… I feel as the resident of the Khabarovsk territory, but not the Far East. I am very attached to the Khabarovsk territory, but not to the Far East. Why? Because it is a big difference, and, moving across the Far East, you feel this difference. I don't feel connection in the ticket prices. I feel connection with Moscow, and it is closer to me, than Okhotsk, for example! Tourism at us in the Far East isn't developed! Therefore I don't tie myself to it. No, I, of course, with pleasure will tell that I am the Far-Easterner, I will wish the Far East good health to all, but I can't carry myself to the Far East".

Similar opinions of the youth reflect existence in the Far East of the burning issue connected with the transport and financial (from the point of view of the prices of the ticket) inaccessibility of the districts even in the certain subject of the Russian Federation. The youth doesn't feel connection with the territory in view of the fact that it has no related memoirs. Together with it, steady self-identification develops and keeps with a support on special function – autobiographical memory [5]. People think of themselves such with what remember [6]. In the other words, young people won't feel connection with the Far East until start traveling across its territory until memories of these travel become a part of their life.

We will emphasize that to realize the reasons of feeling of a community of youth with the Far East of Russia, it is necessary to understand, what associations it causes in it, and what here for is a pride subject.

So, in general, the youth at the phrase "the Far East" has associations connected first of all with the beauty of the Far-Eastern nature, rich natural and biological resources. Also in the statements young people often pointed to features of the population living here: "… associations with mentality, because when you come to the other city of Russia, we as foreigners… we are very different there. The Far East – an aura of special mentality… is associated with the people, we a little bit wildish and it is good". In other words, the Far East by the young people living in this territory causes a positive associative array separate significant symbols from which could be used when developing image policy of the region.

Besides, among the most popular answers of youth to a question: "Living in the Far East, for what you take pride (or for anything you don't take)?", – were also "nature" and "people": "… for frankness of people, of soul width – for it is possible to be proud, it isn't a shame to me to tell that I from Khabarovsk"; "nature and people, which direct and wildish"; "for bio-resources. What caviar you have there? We also have! For mentality, what our people have". Such representations of youth once again indicate the importance of preservation and development of human resources, and also the need of rational use of natural reserves at realization of the state programs in the territory of the Far East.

We will emphasize that the uniting sphere of interests of the modern Far-Eastern youth, regardless of its belonging to this or that identification community, sport is. More than a half of young people during the focus groups noted: "The sphere of sport is very interesting to me, at some moment I even wanted to connect this sphere with the professional activity"; "Sport – my hobby, since the childhood is the interest in power-lifting, now I go with pleasure info different types of martial arts". In this regard, the further promoting and support of mass sport and also carrying out in the Far-Eastern territory of such large competitions, as, for example, the World Ice Hockey Championship with a ball of 2015 are very important.

Besides the great popularity of sport, by the young people the general line in the sphere of its interests pass "travel". In general, it is possible to call the modern Far-Eastern youth "generation of travelers" which literally needs physically to learn the world around and systematically to change a situation round itself. A half of participants of the focus group researches which are carried out by us speaks about the thirst for trips: "… opportunity to travel,… opportunity to change a situation … at least per day though to Birobidzhan … though to spend the night, I am ready on everything,… this variety is important for me"; "I love the travel on the world, across Russia,… it is quite enough to go several times a month somewhere,… though to Vladivostok, for example".

Besides, the youth living in the territory of the Far East had a system of authorities which has the differences, in comparison with the similar system of the other Russians. According to the Russian thinker M. A. Bakunin, the authority is a changeable category as each person operates and at the same time submits [9 p. 55]. However the single number of participants of our focus group researches agrees with it who claims that "… there are the authorities, but there is no one ideal, in each sphere there is the ideal. One idol isn't present. If I am in science, I want to resemble one person, if in the policy – that on another… there aren't ideal people".

However the youth environment, in general, isn't deprived of authoritative influence in a view of the fact that in the basis it has the social nature and is necessary for the individual [9 p. 639]. So, the vast majority of young people among the authorities called close relatives: "… my authorities are, first of all, senior generation of my family, I learned much at them, I saw as they "rose" that they reached in the life,… and always that they advise, it turns out by me"; "my grandfather,…, however, is dead, but he all the same remains for me a standard because he is the general of Armed forces of the Russian Federation, he set to himself such goal in the youth and reached it. It was his main objective, but he too achieved the other goals during his life, for me he is a sample". Existence at the youth of authority of the parents and more senior generation of the family is an indicator of that the family values and traditions are fundamental for it and in the modern conditions. Besides, in the modern families connection between the generations which importance was underestimated by the youth of the 90th is reestablished. About it, in a certain degree, the results of research, conducted by VCIOM (2001) in the European part of Russia [7] which showed that only at 4% of respondents moral authorities are the people of the immediate social environment (significant – the others) from whom 2% are the relatives. 

Analyzing a social portrait of the Far-Eastern youth, it should be noted an important role of patriotism in the youth evaluations which is the integrated characteristic. It assumes formation of an active civic stand of the personality, understanding of internal freedom and responsibility for the own political and moral choice. The concept "patriotism" in itself includes honoring of a place of the birth and a place of continuous accommodation as the Homeland, love and care of this territorial formation, respect of the local traditions and the ancestors; commission of the concrete actions for improvement of a state of the Fatherland [2]. So, the sociological researches (2014) revealed the quite high level of declared patriotism among the studied category of youth (81,5%) which unambiguously identified itself as the patriots. It is a reflection of the all-Russian indicators (by the data of VCIOM, in 2011 80% of citizens consider themselves the patriots) [8].

It should be noted that in the modern scientific literature there is a set of approaches to the determination of typology of the Russian patriotism. According to one of them, patriotism of Russians is reduced to the state, regional, national, nationalist, social and the Russian type [4]. However, the results of focus groups showed that the group which carries itself to "exit patriots" was distinguished from the young people. We determined them as the citizens having special emotional experience because of the belonging to the country, nationality, language and traditions mainly during the travel outside the Homeland. During communication with the foreigners they are the direct representatives of the state. Considering that during the new acquaintances people seldom seek to leave about themselves negative impression, on the trips abroad at the young people the "title" love to the Fatherland is shown: "… I am an exit patriot, i.e., going abroad, we are the patriots and when in the homeland, it is possible to tell badly"; "I am the passive patriot, it isn't important for me, by and large, that occurs in the country, thus, when I go abroad and hear something negative, I have the storm of emotions – it is my country, I have to protect it somehow, in this plan, I think, yes, I am a patriot". 

Thus, the results of researches allowed mark out the separate lines of a social portrait of the Far-Eastern youth. So, it restores the connection with the senior generation which is partially lost in the ninetieth and "zero" years. It is obvious that for many young people the close relatives are the main authority on which they want to be similar. High interest in the sphere of sport and travel that, in turn allows speak about them as about "the generation of travelers". It appreciates and is proud of the nature and bio-resources of the Far East, and also of the special "wildish" mentality and a width of soul of the local population. The majority of them call themselves patriots, but thus can't claim with confidence that well know the history, culture and traditions of the small Homeland, many also don't exclude the possibility of moving to the other regions of the Russian Federation or abroad for professional self-realization. 

The results of sociological researches of the self-identification of youth can become the fundament of the state youth policy. The organization of scientific researches in the mode of monitoring will promote identification of the problems which are available in the region and also to be the basis of strategic forecasting of development of the social and economic sphere of the Far East of Russia. 
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�The sociological research "Migratory Potential and Mechanisms of Fixing of Young Specialists in the Region" is conducted in November – December, 2012, DVIU – branch of RANEPA. Research supervisor D.S.S., professor N. M. Baykov. Students of final years of 13 leading higher education institutions of the Khabarovsk territory, JAR and the Kamchatka territory (questionnaire, n=1093 acted as object of research; confidential probability of 97%, confidential interval of ±3%). Sample type: the quote – in a section of higher education institutions; idle time probabilistic – at selection of faculties and specialties; the casual – at a stage of selection of students.


�Focus group research "Interrelation of Self-identification of the Youth and Its Vital Strategy".Research supervisor C.S.S., associate professor Yu.V. Berezutskiy. In two focus groups students (n=20) acted as the object of research, activists of the youth public associations (n=8), representatives of the state (n=10) and the commercial (n=9) organizations aged till 30 years participated in three focus groups.


� Among the specified young people five (from the total number of participants – 27 people) self-identified at the same time as the citizen of Russia and as the Far-Easterner.





