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Drug abuse prevention: how orphans of the Khabarovsk territory see it
This article consider evaluation of drug prevention and non-medical drug use, that based on the results of sociological research, conducted in the framework of monitoring the drug situation in the Khabarovsk territory, as well as a poll orphans of the Khabarovsk territory. The research results conducted from 2012 year show consistently low assessment of the efficacy of the drug abuse prevention work, as well as a low level of trust in the "official" counter-drugs propaganda, according to adolescents and young adults. Comparative analysis of the orphans’ survey brings out higher evaluation of the prevention effectiveness and the trust level. Detected trends show the evidence of the tradition prevention methods only under specific conditions in relative to closed institutions. This fact emphasize the necessity of introduction into practice the forms and methods of educational work that focused on personality’s socialization.

В данной статье на основе результатов социологических исследований, проведенных в рамках мониторинга наркоситуации в Хабаровском крае, а также социологического опроса воспитанников детских домов Хабаровского края, рассмотрены вопросы оценки профилактики наркомании и немедицинского потребления наркотиков. Результаты исследований, проводимых с 2012 г., свидетельствуют о неизменно невысокой оценке подростками и молодежью эффективности работы по профилактике наркомании, а также низком уровне доверия к «официальной» антинаркотической пропаганде. Сравнительный анализ опроса воспитанников детских домов выявил более высокие оценки эффективности профилактики и уровень доверия ей. Выявленные тенденции свидетельствуют о действенности применяемых традиционных методов профилактики только в специфических условиях относительно закрытых учреждений интернатного типа, что актуализирует необходимость внедрения в практику форм и методов воспитательной работы, ориентированных на обеспечение социализации личности.
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The problem of drug distribution and non-medical drug use in the Russian Federation in general and in the Khabarovsk territory in particular remains the one of the most vexed social problem. It poses a real threat to the health and life of the population and engenders the growth of delinquency. Drug addiction counteraction that has become one of the major governmental directions of the Russia state policy should be achieved not only by force methods of drug industry struggle and medical measures in order to drug addicts. Narkotization as a social phenomenon is a social disease that requires the relevant application of social methods: the one of most important is prevention. So, one of the principles of counter-drug policy of the Russian Federation is enshrined in the Federal Law "About drugs and psychotropic substances". It's a principle of priority measures for drug addiction prevention, as well as stimulating measures aimed at counter-drugs propaganda. [1].

The subject of narcotization is primarily touches the adolescents and young people, because of the nature of social development related to the process of socialization. The subjects are more prone to the influence of the factors that promote familiarizing to drugs. And drug prevention that mainly focuses on the young people designed to reduce the scale of the narcotization. Therefore, analysing of public opinion about narcotization, and especially its object, acquires special relevance in order to improve the held prevention.

So, the question of drug prevention and counter-drug propaganda were studied during annual sociological researches in the framework of monitoring the drug situation in the Khabarovsk region in 2012 – 2014 years. Such researches were held jointly with regional directorate of the Russian Federal Drug Control Service for the Khabarovsk territory and the Far East Institute of professional development of Russian Federal Drug Control Service [2, 3, 4]. The results of the analysis indicate a lack of high efficiency of held preventive activities, and unrelevant intensity of its holding, and non-appropriate selection of target audits,as well as the low degree of trust in official counter-drugs prevention[5].

In this regard, it is a constructive to analyse the conducted drug addiction prevention and non-medical drug use among the children and adolescents – orphans. This social group is affected by extra factors, contributing involvement in the drug environment due to the relative "closeness" of the orphanage.

This article is based on the results of survey orphans in the Khabarovsk territory held in October 2014 in the framework of mutual research work of the Far East Institute of the professional development of Drug Control Service of Russia and the Russian Federal Drug Control Service of the Regional Directorate for the Khabarovsk territory. It was interviewed 358 adolescents in 15-18 years with using of multi-stage random selection [6].
The survey results make it possible to ascertain the involvement of the orphans in the process of drug addiction as a social fact. Each pupil of the eighth (12,8% of respondents) faced with drug consumption in orphanage. Each of six (17,3%) mentioned that contact in person with drug addicts, each of five (19,0%) indicated that he was offered to try the drug. In personal experience of drug consumption confessed 7,8% of those who was polled, and a little less (5,6%) indicated interest in trying drugs out. It's necessary to note that represented answers statistically linked to each other in a high level of significance (p < 0.001), that demonstrates once again about the non-randomness of obtaining answers. Moreover, it gives an opportunity to assert meaningful involvement of the orphans in the process of drug addiction in spite of the influence of his latency on the survey’s results.

Undoubtedly, the process of narcotization among the orphans is caused by the specifics of a difficult life situation as well as the problems of the socialization process. The speciality of orphan’s socialization is in substitution the family as one of the main institutions of socialization that leads to its significant deformation. The survey's results showed that level of social well-being of the orphans is extremely low. Self-concept of psychological and social health as "good" does not exceed 30 %. The level of bad habits extension approaches to the 50%.

Pupils show a typical set of life indication that demonstrates the specifics of the children and adolescents socialization living in institutions of boarding types. The most significant values are: "love" (63,7%), "good and faithful friends" (55,6%), "happiness of others" (55,3%), "self-confidence" (54,5%). The second largest group includes such significant values as "happy family life", "interesting work", "health", "well-to-do life".

The specificity of the orphans’ socialization reflects in the drug samples motives and in rejection of drug consumption. So, the main reasons are: willing to feel violent sensation (24,1%), for the company (13,8%), "nothing to do" and "the desire to be like everyone else" (10,3%), after such reasons as curiosity (51,7% of those who indicate having experience of drug use). It is important to note that the causes distribution differ significantly from those similar allocations obtained in surveys of young people conducted within monitoring the drug situation in the Khabarovsk territory [2, 3, 4].

Significant differences in the responses identified in the causes that form egalitarian factor – "for the company" and the "desire to be like everyone else". Theese reasons are equal for orphans (indicator differs in the number only on 3,5%). Interviewed young people living in families, significantly notes cause "for the company" more often that orphans (it occupies the second position in the "ranking" after "curiosity"). But at the same time, "desire to be like everyone else" is not a reason for them. Identified differences, probably, depend on originality of orphanages identification to each other. According to some researchers, "we" phenomenon is a very special psychological formation in orphanages. There is always the family "we" in the family – feeling, reflecting involvement only to his family. Children formed the feeling of "orphanages we" without parental. Children without parents divide the world into "us" and "others" to "we" and "them". They are isolated from the "others", show the aggression in relatively to them, ready to use other people for their own purposes. They have their own special normative behaviour: they often live double-standard – one set of rules for their own, but others committed to the "alien"[7].

The specific of interviewed category manifested itself in relation to the reasons of drug non-use, as well as the reasons of drugs appeal. The leading cause is a "premature death" (marked 50,8% of respondents) and the second by the number of indications is "negative attitude to drugs" (31.6 %). The positions of these causes in the response "ranking" of young people have inverse ratio: the leading is "a negative attitude to drugs" (50% of interviewed), the second – "early death" (about 30%). In such way, the significance of the existential fear of death for orphans is much higher and became the main motive.

The specifics of the analyzed social group reflect the evaluation of struggle methods to drug addiction. Interviewed pupils demonstrates understanding of the usage of not only force methods of "strict measures for drug offenses" (60,6%), that mean struggle with drug suggestion as illegal activity, but also "improve work with young people, help in living arrangements" (35,8%), that aimed at reducing of drug demand. Pupils see the solution of this problem in the creation of a favorable social environment and living conditions, that do not provocate young people to use drugs. In this respect they agree with coevals living in families. 

Table 1

Distribution of the survey’s answers:

"What measures should be taken to solve the problem of drug addiction?"

(% of respondents) [5, 6]
	The reasons of spreading the drug addiction
	Orphans
	*Coevals 

	1. Strictly punishment for drug offences
	60.6
	55.4

	2. To work better with young people, help them in living arrangement
	35.8
	32.5

	3.Organize discussions with expert of narcology, policemen 
	28.5
	15.4

	4. Create anonymous drug centers
	19.3
	19.1

	5. To treat forcibly the drug addicts
	14.2
	51.7


The results of sociological research conducted in 2012 [5].

Significant differences occur in the rates of drug prevention and methods of work with drug addicts. Unlike their coevals, orphans indicate preventive interventions more often as a counteraction drug way (28,5%), and they also think that anonymous help for drug addicts is better than forcible treatment (19,3 and 14,2% respectively).

A similar trend was identified due to comparative analysis of the respondent’s answers to a question: "What measures are more effective for drug prevention?" (table 2). Orphans show more trust to "official" prevention and promotion, than their peers. So, they are more likely to mention "lectures and discussions in educational institutions" (37,4%), assuming these measures the most effective. As well, much less mark "speech of former drug addicts" (27,4%). The opposite, their peers mark such prevention method as the most effective.

 

Table 2
Distribution of answers to the question: "What measures are

more effective for the prevention of drug addiction?"

(% of respondents) [5, 6]
	Preventive measures
	Orphans
	Peers

	1. The lectures and discussions in institutions
	37.4
	29.5

	2. Speech of ex-drug addicts
	27.4
	52.4

	3. The counter-drug advertising on TV, radio
	26.8
	31.6

	4. Special events, festivals
	24.9
	10.8

	5. Outdoor advertising (banners, posters, cards) about drug harmless
	22.6
	22.3

	6. Statements of well-known, competent people, physicians drag service staff  in the media 
	19.6
	21.9

	7. Articles in the press
	11.5
	10.9


Thus, the answers of young people, who were interviewed in sociological show a lack of efficiency of the applicable current models of drug prevention. It is important to note that these evaluations remain virtually unchanged for three years of monitoring. The rising level of "official" propaganda distrust is a logical consequence of the low preventive work efficiency. The model used to become more efficacious in regard to the particular object – orphans, who socialized not in the family, but in the relatively close institutions. It confirms the need for qualitative approach’s changes in drug prevention and non-medical drug use. The most important district of such change should be the use of such forms and methods of educational work that would be aimed at ensuring the socialization of a mature, self-sufficiency, socially active person.
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