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Street: risks and resources of influence on the daily space of the childhood
The street is presented in the article as the open, extra institutional, public daily space of the childhood. Two main criteria of this space’s assessment are given as the safety and comfort. Comparison of the adjacent concepts – the street, the yard, the road – helps to allocate the risks and resources for children. Organization of the favorable street space for children is connected with the borders establishment, socially responsible adults’ presence, creation of the comfortable and developing environment. The adults have to teach children to safe behavior at the street. The street promotes formation of the child’s specific social skills: from the skills of interactions with the other children and adults to the skills of safe behavior at the roads. The "new" sociology of the childhood has opened one more important side of child at the street studying. It is the child’s designing of an urban environment.

В статье улица представлена как открытое, внеинституциональное, публичное пространство повседневности детства. Двумя главными критериями оценки этого пространства обозначены безопасность и комфортность. Сопоставление смежных понятий – улица, двор, дорога – помогает выделить риски и ресурсы для детей. Организация благоприятного уличного пространства для детей связана с установлением границ, наличием социально ответственных взрослых, созданием комфортной и развивающей среды. Взрослые должны научить детей безопасному поведению на улице. Улица способствует формированию специфических социальных навыков у ребенка: от навыков коммуницирования с другими детьми и взрослыми до навыков безопасного поведения на дорогах. «Новая» социология детства открыла еще одну важную грань изучения ребенка на улице – конструирование детством городской среды. 
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In the foreign sociological researches of the childhood in the 1990 – 2000th along with consolidation of the methodological bases of "new" sociology of the childhood there was "a geographical turn", meaning the appeal to the childhood in specific geographical space. Since 2003 the international scientific journal, named "Childhood geographies", has been issued. As O. Nikitina-den Besten notes the word "geographies" in the name of the journal reflects various children experience of the environment’s development as well as the variety of these environments [1]. Empirical, theoretical, methodological and political focused the works concerning the geographical worlds of children, youth and families take place in the journal.
In line with the new "geographical" researches of the childhood the theme "Children and Street" has been developed. It is caused, on the one hand, by the negative street influence, distribution of deviations in the street environment, difficulty of social control mechanisms’ using, and, on the other hand, - by the children’ development of the necessary social skills by means of the street (for example, use of public transport, observance of traffic regulations), by interactions with the other children and adults. Not incidentally in the foreign sociology two key concepts of the child in the street environment perception have been created: "the child at the street" and "the child of the street".

K. Ward in his work "The child in the city" tries to give answers to the questions: Why some children are isolated from the street influence and influence of the cities where they live, at the same time the other children can use the street and the city space for games and inventions? The author shows different ways of children interaction with the city environment [2].

M. V. Osorina's work "The confidential world of children in space of the adults’ world" became domestic version of the childhood in an urban environment interpretation. The researcher laboriously collects the material concerning children practices of the city space development. Experience of children interaction with the environment is presented in the book by a wide set of "places": from unorganized, "terrible" and even dangerous (cemeteries, dumps, cellars) to the specially equipped territories for children's rest and games [3]. One more Russian researcher, M.Yu. Sibireva, studies influence of the big city on socialization of the preschool age children and she has made a conclusion that "children not simply "see" the city, but they also try to organize the activity according to its social and spatial characteristics" [4]. Using "soft" techniques the researcher finds out the children's fears connected with the life in the megalopolis (fear to be lost, fear of public transport, car traffic). Insufficiency of green zones and playgrounds makes children develop space in the "adult" ways, seldom addressing to traditional children games.
Backwardness of children's zones in the city, an insecurity of public territories make parents place their children in the protected institutional spaces of leisure, educational and other institutions or limit children movements by the house environment (so-called "domestication" of the childhood). Therefore some urban researchers pay attention to disappearance of children from public territories, children invisibility at the streets of the modern cities (S. Holloway, G. Valentine, etc.).

Immersion of the childhood in the city space leads to differentiation of the urban areas, first of all, by the criteria of "danger/safety", "comfort / not comfort". From these positions we will investigate the street, adding the other criteria of value of this public space organization for the childhood.

Let’s begin with distinction of semantically close row of concepts: "street", "road", "yard". S. I. Ojegov defines the street as "the space between two rows in the settlement intended for pass and journey" [5]. The Russian architect Ya. Kovalchuk gives expanded interpretation of the street. He defines the street as "multipurpose public space: both for pedestrians, and for cyclists, and for cars … In the streets there are wide sidewalks, the allocated strips for a taxi and public transport, a lot of trees, the first floors actively carry out various public functions" [6]. In this definition the street appears not simply as the territory between houses, but as the social space carrying out functions of communication, social control, creativity, etc. 

Thus, the street includes both highways, and foot paths. The risk of road accidents with participation of children is provoked by malfunction of vehicles, a bad condition of a paving, a condition of illumination, insufficient quantity of road signs and, naturally, traffic violation of the rules  both drivers  and children. So, by the results of one sociological research, the reason of road accidents with participation of the children was seen as follows: road condition (54%), behavior of children (51%), carelessness of adults to the behavior of children (46%). Researchers fix an increase of cases of the children risky behavior on the roads at the teenage age when the reasons of violations of the traffic rules become "bravado, aspiration to prove own dexterity, courage" [7].
The yard is one more important concept for studying of the childhood  in urban environment. We define the yard as part of the street, the ground close adjacent to houses (if only it isn’t the yard of houses in the private sector). Such proximity to houses allows defining the yards with the playgrounds and sports grounds as rather protected territories. Parents have opportunity to observe children movements from the apartments’ windows. The borders, fences, lying police officers are put up in the yards in order that cars don’t interfere in children's space. Inhabitants of nearby houses arrange the domestic territories: look after green plantings and beds, paint the borders, construct children's towns from improvised material (automobile tires, plastic bottles etc.). At the playgrounds it is formed the communities of mummies with baby carriages. Thus, the yards as the part of streets approached to houses do rather safe space two reasons - presence of socially responsible adults and establishment of borders.

As it is paradoxical, but the Canadian-American researcher J. Jacobs comes to a conclusion about an insecurity of the city parks and playgrounds, determining them as "the favorable places" for illegal acts. The researcher explains that in these parts the risks promptly increase because of the absence of constant attention of the passersby capable to help in the risk situations [8]. The same mechanism acts on desert streets as opposed to the safer intensively used city streets. 

Thus, the street is important public space both spontaneous, and organized, operated by adults, socialization of the childhood. But in both cases the street has to be the open, safe space considering interests of the child. Creation of such space is a key task of not only the town-planning organizations, territory improvement services, bodies of police, but also local community. In the conditions of deficiency of financial and human resources inhabitants start carrying out the function of safety and comfort of street space. For example, according to the fair remark of J. Jacobs, the order of streets and sidewalks in the city first of all is supported by the population with the help of "it’s difficult almost not consciously perceived network of control and observation", and in the second turn – by the police. 

Children need to be trained for the street, as well as the street needs to be prepared for the children. The first problem is solved by the parents and institutional adults by the means of social education. The solution of the second task demands financial resources because it is supposed the improvement of streets: installation of streetlights and the road signs, construction and repair of the grounds for games and sport, gardening, repair of the sidewalks and roads etc. However many tasks of the city streets’ safety and comfort increasing can be solved by the forces of the local communities, inhabitants of the nearby houses.
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