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The press of the Far East during the wartime on labor heroism in the Far East during the Second World War

The article is devoted to the role of the press in the organization and coverage of socialist competition during the Great Patriotic War. The basic directions of propagandistic and organizational impact on the labor activity in the Far East are revealed in the examples of particular newspaper articles. A variety of forms and methods of work of the press in covering the events of labor collectives for the fulfillment and over-fulfillment of state tasks in extreme conditions of wartime have been analyzed. The results of the research allow to make an impression on the work of journalists in the Far East and to assess the effective role of the press in uncovering the labor achievements of workers of the Far East during the war. Through the analysis of newspapers‘ activity the authors reveal patriotic initiative – initiative of the masses – that manifested itself in new forms of work such as ten-day (desyatniki), month-long (mesyachniki), the movements of the centurions (sotniki) and thousanders (tysyachniki), overfulfilling the normatives in mastering related professions. The publication of newspapers on the subject contained a deeper meaning, symbolizing the unity of the front and the rear.

Статья посвящена роли печати в организации и освещении социалистического соревнования в годы Великой Отечественной войны. На примерах конкретных газетных публикаций раскрываются основные направления пропагандистского и организаторского воздействия на трудовую активность дальневосточников. Проанализированы разнообразные формы и методы деятельности печати в  освещении соревнования трудовых коллективов за выполнение и перевыполнение государственных заданий в экстремальных условиях военного времени. Полученные в ходе исследования результаты позволяют составить впечатление о деятельности журналистов, оценить эффективную роль дальневосточной прессы в раскрытии трудового подвига тружеников Дальнего Востока в годы войны. Через анализ деятельности редакций газет раскрывается патриотическая инициатива, самодеятельность масс, проявлявшиеся в новых формах труда: декадниках, месячниках, движениях сотников и тысячников, перевыполнявших нормы, в освоении смежных профессий. В публикациях газет, посвященных этой теме, содержался глубокий смысл, символизирующий единство фронта и тыла.
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One of the most important activities of the press in the Great Patriotic War was mobilization of workers in the rear for heroic work. "Everything on a war footing, means everyone is working for three ... All on a war footing means fierce savings, thrift in spending money and wealth. More products at the lowest cost ... all on a war footing means: to save time ... to perform three, five and ten times faster... any work entrusted to the state ... all on a war footing means: exceptional clarity in all the links " – that’s how the "Red Flag" Primorye Regional newspaper defines the program of restructuring of the print [1].
In the Far Eastern press of the wartime there was an obvious desire to focus primarily on the most important and crucial issues in the economy of the Far East in different periods of the war. If at first the problems of restructuring of the economy on a war footing, setting up the production of defense products, attracting new personnel to the industry and agriculture were being solved, then in 1943, most attention was paid to the development and dissemination of advanced practices in labor rationalization, the use of reserves to increase productivity, the combat for the quality of its products.

Mobilizing workers to address these problems by developing their creativity, newspapers acted as the organizers of socialist competition – a proven method to improve productivity used in prewar years. A characteristic feature of socialist competition in the wartime was that the work had become an everyday heroism, a mass phenomenon. Labor competition allowed including the majority of workers into the active, creative and productive work. Earlier forms of competition acquired a new content, supplemented with new knowledge.

The subjects of the press’s attention were, first, exemplary work of collectives and individual advanced workers and, second, the facts that hampered the progress and hindered the growth rates of the war economy. Of the variety of forms of expression labor heroism and creative activity of the masses, the most prevalent were those who contributed to the rapid growth of labor productivity, production efficiency, the women's movement for the conquest of male professions, the development of such movements as mnogostanochniks, dvuhsotniks, pyatisotniks, thousanders, front Komsomol youth brigades, the movement for the implementation of programs with fewer workers, competition for industries and professions.

The media provided wide publicity to the competitions, compiled and promoted best practices and initiatives. Highlighting the competition, Far-Eastern press was closely linked with the activities of the press throughout the country: it promoted -union forms of competition and applied same methods of work. Newspapers published and explained the ruling of the Party and the government, decisions of local Party committees and government bodies, regularly acquainted the readers with a summary of the Soviet Information Bureau, reprinted guideline editorials and other important materials from central newspapers, especially from the "Pravda", related to the work of industry, transport, Agriculture.

"Pravda" as a central organ of the Party press, tasked agricultural, party and trade union organizations to draw women, seniors, teens to the production to help the beginners become skilled workers in the shortest time, to educate them as Stakhanovets and shock-workers. The women's movement for the conquest of male professions was born and developed in the country with the help of printing. Understanding the complexity of the situation, they showed patriotic initiatives, went to production. Newspapers organized the roll of proizvodstvennitsas, published their appeal to all the women to be ready, if necessary, "to replace their husbands, brothers, fathers in the workplace and on the farm". [2] Such calls and newspaper columns as "Girls - to the tractor," "Women – to the production", "Women, master male professions!" were constant.

Appeals of the female workers were widely discussed in the press; reactions, materials about those who followed the example of women working in manufacturing were being published. As a result, for example, in the fishing industry of Primorye for the years 1941 and 1942 involved about 10 thousand housewives. [3] The enterprises in Komsomolsk-on-the Amur in the first year of the war 17,510 people, including 4,683 women, were trained massive professions; in Khabarovsk just some basic enterprises attracted 6612 new workers, including 2,891 women [4]. In the Far-Eastern gosmorparohodstvo by the beginning of 1944 more than 900 women were employed in various positions [5], on Artem mines in early 1945 – about three thousand [6]. Many women came to the enterprises of oil, timber, local industry and railway transport. In agriculture, the main burden fell on the shoulders of women, old people, and teenagers. Business, creative approach of the press and party committees to the problem of ensuring the economy of the Far East labor force due to internal reserves helped enterprises to solve the problem of staff applied to the wartime. 
The work activity in the Far East was clearly shown in the movement of mnogosotniks - workers performing standards of 200, 300 and more per cent. It appeared on the initiative of the Gorky's Komsomol, that put forward the slogan: "Work, not only for yourselves but also for the companion, who went to the front!". The initiative of gorkovchan found a broad response in the industrial and transport enterprises of the Far East. Already in June 1941, the newspapers began publishing the actions of the workers with their obligation to work for those who went to the front, to produce products over the plan. More and more often the words – "dvuhsotnik", "trehsotnik", and later – "thousander" appear in the print Reports of the movement for the implementation of two or more standards have become an integral part of a newspaper page. New categories were introduced: "How do you carry out your obligations?" "Heroes of the labor front", "Work in the rear as at the front" and others. The results of these columns were united under the slogan: "Stakhanov labor – a blow to the enemy," "Play twice and three times for the front" and others.

Considering the competition mnogosotniks as a patriotic desire of workers to provide full assistance to the front, the press repeatedly stressed that it was necessary to actively support and constantly promote the methods of work of the foremost [7].

Often in the Khabarovsk regional and local newspaper "Stalin Komsomolsk" materials about the builders who over fulfilled the norm were published. From the message of the Soviet Information Bureau on November 4, 1941 all the people of the Far East learned about a leading team of B. Demenina that had over fulfilled six standards. In February, the city newspaper released an article about the advanced builders who won the right to start Amurstal, the first steel plant in the Far East.

In 1941 the "Red Flag" Primorye Regional newspaper organized a competition of mnogosotnikis in the coal industry of the region. Launching the campaign with the letters of the known miners P. Bozhkov and P. Yakunin on the development of more than two standards, Editorial constantly published the reports of their progress and working methods. Then P. Bozhok appealed to the miners of Primorye calling to join the competition for exceeding standards through the newspaper. The leader’s call was picked up not only by the miners. In November of the same year, the press published a letter of a Vladivostok shipyard turner with a proposal of competition between shipbuilders and miners. This initiative was widely reflected in the pages of the newspaper.

Highlighting the competition, journalists took a closer look to the creative initiative of the working people, helped it to get stronger, grow into new forms. Giving more information about mnogosotniks and stressing the importance of high-speed methods of work in the production of more products, the newspaper analyzed and economically evaluated foremost contribution to the victory. For example, the newspapers of the Khabarovsk territory reported a foremost meeting, held in February 1942 in Komsomolsk-on-the Amur. It was attended by 150 people. Economists estimate that every month they worked out as much products as was given by 350-400 skilled workers in peacetime [9]. Such publications were convincing campaign facts that showed the importance mnogosotniks movement for the economy of the Far East, and what role it played in the struggle of overcoming labor shortages in the industry. 
The movement of mnogosotniks acquired a mass character. In late 1941, in the Amur region, there were more than 2,5 thousand dvuhsotniks, and in 1945 – 7300 people. In the Khabarovsk territory in 1943 20 thousand dvuhsotniks were employed, and a year later this number increased to 11409 people. The selfless work of the Far East in 1941 – 1942, was announced more than 20 times in the Soviet Information Bureau reports.

The Far-Eastern printing, promoting experience of the foremost, constantly paid attention to the fact that semi-skilled workers too should learn to perform and exceed the norm. Special lanes were dedicated to this purpose there were new stories, which described those who perform work-related tasks at 101 – 110 percent. It was emphasized that each percentage fulfillment of the plan equaled to additional weapons and food for the Red Army.

 In the pre-may competition in 1942 the advanced enterprises of the country appeared on the pages of national newspapers with a proposal to expand the socialist competition of industries, making it All-Union. In the Far East there was a newspaper heading, "All-Union socialist competition." In the short term the competition included workers from all industries. At the end of May 1942 in the Far East there was not a single enterprise whose team would not participate in this competition.

The patriotic initiative, initiative of the masses was widely manifested in the new forms of labor: the front ten-day, month-long and mnogostanochnichestvo in the development of related professions. The most common form of competition was the movement of the front Komsomol youth gangs that originated on the initiative of the Komsomol of Gorky Automobile Plant. The title of "front-line team" had a deep meaning, symbolizing the unity of the front and rear. "Working in wartime!", –  was the motto of the youth teams. Youth Competition was of great importance, since the proportion of adolescents in most enterprises of the Far East was of 50 to 75 percent during the war. Almost in every article on the front-line brigades there was a thought: “to the frontline teams performing tasks is an immutable law”, “not to leave the shop as long as the job is done”, “to be worthy of their comrades”. The "Komsomol in the struggle for Steel" newspaper wrote: "To work in wartime has become a necessity of life for young builders of Amurstal. Special valor allocated the newly created front brigades ... Their productivity ... 200 percent." Publications, constitutional units of the topic by the Far Eastern newspapers were diverse in content and genre decision. They attracted attention, allowed to combine the propaganda impact with organizational work, stimulated the activity of freelance writers of newspapers - the direct participants of the competition. The number of teams grew continually. For example, "the Pacific Star" put a detailed report on the rally of Komsomol youth brigades, whose number was 1600 in the region in early 1944, of which 752 were awarded the honorary title of the front. The local press promoted the working methods of the country's leading teams by E.Baryshnikova, A.Fedotova, E.Agarkova and others. The experience of the leading teams made it possible to fully enforce the wartime slogan - "With fewer workers to produce more products!" And free up a significant number of qualified workers, foremen, engineers and technicians to other production sites of 800 front Komsomol-youth brigades of Khabarovsk Krai, using the method of E. Agarkova in early 1945, released three thousand people who switched to lagging areas.

Labor initiative of innovators of the wartime gave a rise to various forms of improving production. In addition to these common methods of work there were public inspections of work organization that aimed to identify production bottlenecks, untapped reserves of increasing productivity. Particularly active parades were held from the end of 1943. In November, "The Pacific Star" published an editorial, "The public review of the organization of labor." Since then, the topic of the same name became one of the leading. Parades were performed planned first in machine-building enterprises, then in the coal industry, and in rail transport.

Since the summer of 1942, when the restructuring of the industry on a war footing was basically completed, the country took a resolute course to host the national economy saving mode. During the war, T-bills, and the All People's Commissariats took a number of decisions on the economy. For the Far East, where the delivery of raw materials from the western regions of the country in the amounts in which it existed before the war had been stopped, saving was the solution of many problems. In November and December of 1942, Primorsky and Khabarovsk territory Party Committee adopted a special resolution on the mass political work in connection with the economy mode. By these decisions the editors of all the newspapers and the Radio were required to regularly highlight the experience of collectives, criticize laggards offer them a way to save in the pages of newspapers and on the radio. To help agitators were published "Reminders" about the struggle for power and fuel economy.

Immediately after the decisions of the Party committees the regional newspapers published articles on the need and ways to save in the economy of the region. These articles marked the beginning of a great economic and promotional campaign in the press. Such categories as "Save energy", "Saving in everything!" and a number of other materials combined raid teams and members of the Komsomol worker correspondents, articles and correspondence professionals, workers and journalists on the progress of the movement. Widely practiced were thematic meetings in newspaper offices. In December of 1942 the editorial office of "The Pacific Star" gathered scientists, engineers and technicians. They discussed the implementation of substitutes of expensive materials and raw materials in the enterprises of the region. Material for the meeting was published under the headline "vigorously implement alternatives." This problem was being solved in the province by all the newspapers.

Since the spring of 1944 the whole country and the Far-Eastern printing began to consider the problem of saving multifaceted. An example of such in-depth development of themes for the local newspapers was the "Pravda". Its advanced articles and correspondence, such as "To reduce the cost of production," "self-financing to be strengthened!", indicated ways in which it was possible to solve these problems. Such effective forms of showing the labor competition, summing up its results and moral incentives of competitors as the "Leaderboards" became constant practice of the newspapers. The names and portraits of the foremost, the lists of the awarded government awards and the Red Banner of T-bills,  commissariats, territorial and regional executive committee were placed on them. All this served as an effective means of moral encouragement of workers and public recognition of their merits.

In the range of issues and topics related to the development of the All-Union competition, a large proportion belonged to those which disclosed the progress of the competition by industry. The most actively covered was the railroad competition. The Rail transport of the Far East during the wartime was of great importance for the region and for the country as a whole. The Far Eastern roads in the first place ensured the transportation of cargoes delivered by sea, and products manufactured at the enterprises of the Far East. During the war against imperialist Japan, they provided relocation of troops and military equipment from the Western Front to the Far East. From May to September, by the Trans-Baikal, Amur, the Far East, Primorye railways 2019 echelons of military goods were delivered to the fronts in [11].
Comprehensively supporting and developing the all-union initiative the Far-Eastern press found facts of local initiative, encouraged them and recommended for implementation. "The Pacific Star" published the performance of senior machinists of Khabarovsk-2 depot, who described the experience of cooperation of three teams competing in the repair of locomotives. The initiative of the railroad workers, bringing great savings of time and money, was highly praised by the People's Commissar of Railways. This local initiative found support at all railways of the Far East. With the help of printing widespread became the processing of speed trains, which appeared on the initiative of the coastal railroad. In autumn of 1941 on the initiative of Kozlov, the assistant of the Voroshilov Ussuri station, a movement for mastering the methods of processing speed trains was started. The promotion of the leading groups had a high efficiency. In July of 1942, from 21533 employees of the Seaside rail 16 thousand people participated in the competition for high-speed processing and promotion of trains. The team of railway workers took the second place in the country in the Union socialist competition. Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR awarded orders and medals to 74 seaside railroad workers.

A significant role in the coverage of competition played a large circulation of newspaper. For example, in the pages of "Seaside line" in 1942 there were 8 editorials devoted to this topic, correspondence and more than 30 articles about the best practices of work and over 40 of critical content [12]. An interesting initiative was made by the newspaper "Amur railroad" and "Miner". They prepared a special exchange band dedicated to the competition of subcontractors – railway-men and miners. During the competition the Amur railroad won the Red Banner of People's Commissariat of Railways once in 1944 and twice in 1945. 

A major role in supplying food to the front and rear during the war played the fishing industry of the Far East. In January 1942 the SNK and the Central Committee of the CPSU (b) in the decree "On the development of fisheries in the river basins of Siberia and the Far East" found it necessary to increase the fish in these basins, to use more wisely resources of Kamchatka, Primorye, the Sea of ​​Okhotsk and the Amur River. Newspapers of the Far East organized the socialist competition of fishermen for this task. Workers, engineers and technical workers, "Zarubino" and "Tafuin" combines’ employees initiated the All-Union competition of workers of the fishing industry of the country. Their appeal was published in "Pravda" and local newspapers. Special decision of the Bureau of the Primorsky Territory Party Committee obliged the editors of all the newspapers to cover the progress of socialist competition daily. The local press was actively involved in a propaganda campaign. As a result, 11366 of 16305 workers of Glavvostokrybprom enterprises in January-September of 1942 participated in the competition. The contribution of fishermen of Primorye was 3.7 million quintals of fish products. During the war, teams of Glavvostokrybprom received the award 73 times, were awarded the Red Banner of T-bills and the People's Commissariat of the fishing industry three times
The initiators of the All-Union Competition in 1943 were the fishermen of Kamchatka. The "Pravda" in its editorial in April pointed out the selfless work of the people of the Far East, estimating the holding of the fishing season of the third military year as an important state affair. The work of the regional newspaper "Kamchatka truth" in 1945, the last year of the war, was especially indicative. Between January and June issues of the newspaper covered the fishing industry in 14 editorials, 150 correspondences and articles devoted to fish combines experience and fishing farms. In the May 1945 issue of "On the implementation of the commitments made in a letter to the Chief" reviewed by the Bureau of the regional party committee. It praised the role of newspapers in the deployment of the competition, in the implementation of the commitments [13]. Similar work is under construction newspaper "Soviet Sakhalin". Active organizational work of the Party committees and printing in the deployment of competition among fishermen contributed to the fact that during the war, this sector of the economy of the Far East has strengthened significantly. Fishing, shipbuilding, and other fishing enterprises have repeatedly come out victorious in the competition, won the 191-Union prize. Catches of fish in the whole basin increased by 20 percent.

In the difficult years of the war showed a high civic consciousness the village workers. Purchasing the front and rear of food and industry – raw materials were the main task of agriculture. Mobilization of farmers on the all-round assistance to the front, maximum use of internal resources of the village and helped seal were the main tasks. From the first days of the war the newspaper popularized patriotic endeavors farmers placed their appeal with an appeal to embark on a military watch work. In each room are the slogans, appeals, of the progress of the competition. On the directions of their titles suggest: "In the military to prepare for sowing," "Keep tractors as cherish their own warriors fighting vehicles", "Year of hard work in the collective farms," ​​"Luninets MTS" and others. The competition, which developed in the first year War, contributed to the successful implementation of regional agriculture plans, defined by the state. In the Khabarovsk territory the plan grain supply has been exceeded: 131360 quintals of grain to more than in 1940. The collective and state farms of the Far East exceeded the annual target for the supply of potatoes and vegetables 463910 324860 quintals

Systematically involved in the organization of newspaper competition in preparation for the spring sowing season and the autumn harvest. These issues were addressed by party committees, the Amur region, Primorye and Khabarovsk territories. [14] Subject-Union socialist competition in agriculture since 1942 becomes the leading in print. Achievements rural workers were recorded Primorye All-Union Agricultural Exhibition. High-performance MTS allowed the People's Commissariat of the USSR and the Political Directorate of the USSR People's Commissariat of the Primorsk territory to recognize the first candidate for a rolling of the Red Banner of T-bills in 1942.

 To improve the activity of rural workers edition skillfully used such moral incentives as the entry of the foremost agriculture established newspapers Leaderboards, honorary lists foremost. Operational coverage of All-Union competition continued in the following years. In addition to operational messages about the progress of sowing, harvesting, analytical articles and correspondence published materials of journalists and writers of the people of the village. Among them Prishvina sketch A. and F. Konotopchika "collective farm in the Selemdzha", a series of essays by A. Guy, P. Komarov D. Nagishkina - "Harvester is the steppe", "Master", "In the ranks with war veterans", "For Front "and others. Publications disclose problems of the village, the selfless labor of the collective farmers through the disclosure of social and spiritual qualities, their dedication. The impact of such materials was enormous. It awakened, fostered civic consciousness farmers.

However, despite the high labor activity of farmers, workers, MTS and state farms, starting from 1943, the situation in agriculture is deteriorating. This is explained by objective and subjective reasons. The objective consisted in the fact that significantly reduced the number of employees, draft the resources, technology during the war in tatters. Part of it has been deteriorated there was no fertilizer, a lot of damage to agriculture caused flooding.

 Subjective reasons explained by the fact that it is not always adhered to the principle of material interest, not all farms self-sufficient in grain. The situation in agriculture discussed in the Far East of the Central Committee of the CPSU (b) in August 1944 and February 1945. In October 1944 and March 1945, the Far-Eastern regional party committee developed and approved measures aimed at improving the situation in agriculture. Activate and work papers, changed the nature of their activities. More was organizational work of the newspapers. On their initiative organized frontline shock weeks dekadniki, Months of preparation and holding of the most important agricultural campaigns, public parades, raids Readiness engineering and manufacture of spare parts, the campaign to collect seeds from the private stock farmers, help the city village.

After the entry of the USSR into the war against Japan, rural workers of the Far East took the obligation to send red transports the grain of the new harvest to the State. In general, in 1945 compared to the previous year the crop area the Far East increased by 76 thousand hectares, hundredweight increased by nearly 1 185 thousand gross yield of leguminous crops. The recession, the emerging agricultural production in 1943 – 1944, started to successfully overcome.

Without belittling the merits of the press in the mobilization of workers and farmers in productive work, the newspapers did not escape the sound of pathos at times about some insignificant facts. It was not always possible to give a deep analysis of the organization of effective work and excellence. But in general, a large role in the development of socialist competition of workers in all sectors of the economy belonged to the press of the Far East. It accentuated the public opinion on the most important issues of the wartime and the ways to solve them. 
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