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Resources of civilization – definition and typology
This paper strives to explain the process and mechanisms of overcoming civilization crises. It is shown that the key resources necessary for such overcoming are the creative potential of a man and the ‘civilization asset/resource’. I offer a classification of such asset/resource (type of economy, value systems, scientific knowledge, religious practices) and show how they relate to social and material needs of people. The attention is given to such problem as the crisis of the modern creative culture arising out of the fact that creative writing, painting etc. etc. are becoming a mass phenomenon, that human existence is being primitively rationalized and that social processes becoming totalitarized. A transition from Modernism to Post-Modernism and further on to the network culture comes along with the aggravation of these crisis phenomena, while no radical solution to the crisis in the form of an adequate civilization resource has been worked by the humankind out neither globally nor locally. 
В настоящей статье предпринята попытка объяснения возможности преодоления цивилизационных кризисов. Показано, что основными ресурсами такого преодоления оказываются творческий потенциал человека и цивилизационный ресурс. Выделены типы цивилизационных ресурсов (типы хозяйствования, ценностные системы, научные знания, религиозные практики) и показана зависимость их от социально-экономических потребностей людей. Особое внимание уделено проблеме кризиса современной креативной культуры, связанного с массовизацией творчества, примитивной рационализацией человеческой экзистенции, тоталитаризацией социальных процессов. Переход от модернизма к постмодернизму и далее – к сетевой культуре сопровождается усилением этих кризисных явлений, а кардинального решения кризиса в форме адекватного цивилизационного ресурса человечество пока не выработало ни на глобальном, ни на локальном уровне.
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Speaking of Modernity we mostly tend to depict it as “crisis-laden”. Today it has become more than obvious that the processes taking place worldwide are affecting the whole humankind. The world has gotten so intricate and complex and the velocity of change so high that none, as it would seem, will ever dare to predict what it will look like in a decade or even in half this time. Yet, we can be sure that lots of new problems, challenges and changes shall await us in the future, some of them being quite unpredictable. Most probably, some of them will turn out to be cataclysms, geo/political clashes, or notable shifts in the consciousness and self awareness of man.

The current state of the modern society has been viewed by colleague-researches quite differently; many do link it to the crisis of civilization understanding by the latter term a possibility of the final and total collapse of the civilized society, and primarily of the European-type civilization/module. Many hold that modern society is unsustainable, but only a few of them can explain the causes for and mechanisms of this phenomenon. Its general characteristic - applicable to all modern societies - is the problem of a lack of resources. The fact is that humankind has for centuries been depleting natural resources, which in the near future may place it on the brink of environmental and demographic disaster. We have already entered the era when the exhaustion of resources is becoming the crude reality of nowadays. The resources upon which we have been drawing for centuries are practically used up by today. Currently the development of, search for new and consequent replacement of old exhaustible resources are rated among the most urgent and highly charged issues faced by the modern society. To fully understand it we have to first realize that our planet’s resources are not endless, and the problem is only aggravated by our ever growing population.

It is the answers to the questions raised above what determines one’s viewpoint of and attitude towards the real historical context of today’s civilization, along with the strategy to be employed to deal with it. In this respect, a special significance seems to have to be given to the clear and reliable evaluation of the present state of our civilization. And naturally, a need arises to search for and tap new alternative resources for our civilization to carry on and build up new potentials in its historical movement. It is known that the civilization drive of a society is ensured by different types of resources. Consequently, to tackle and overcome the arising problem humankind has to find a type of resource capable of producing this effect.

The concept of ‘resource’ is widely used across many fields of knowledge; most often it is found in economic geography. In an economic geography dictionary, they offer - by way of definition - the term’s translation from the French: “a resource is some auxiliary, supplemental, additional means, material or equipment” [1, 122]. I.e. by this we are supposed to understand any stock or source to which we can turn if necessary. By definition, a ‘resource’ can be practically anything that provides for our purposes. In a society, the range of objects to be viewed or considered as ‘resources’ or ‘assets’ may amount to a virtually unlimited number, as their scope of application has practically no bounds to it. The development of a society is impossible without drawing on such ‘resources’. Making an analogy to a living organism, we must admit that a social organism cannot be called an autonomous system; it, as any being that breathes and eats, etc., is constantly in need of resources to consume. Without doubt, any living organism - to carry on - needs to obtain things necessary for its sustenance. However, the sociologic differs from the biologic in that the former in addition to simply using the existing sources for its development also tends to search for new potential ones essential for its life activities. 

In the light of the standpoint set forth above, new issues arise: what sort of resources helps a society build up the civilization model capable of overcoming the lack of such resources? What enables this civilization model to overcome various crises? Proceeding from the evaluation of the current state of civilization, we have grounds to assert that a totally new definition of the term ‘resource’ is what we need in the first place. Today, the speed and level of development are by and large determined by certain objective factors, one of which seeming to be the creative potentials present within a society. Indeed, why have some societies preserved their civilization and others – haven’t? i.e. being already civilized they were not capable of overcoming certain crises and ceased to exist. What helped the former and what the latter did obviously lack? We believe that to answer this question we shall need something more than the creative potentials linked to the ‘human’, subjective-activity of man.

We believe that the answer lies in that there must be some other very special type of resource or asset which we are going to call the ‘civilization resource’. A civilization resource/asset is an opportunity/means/source due to drawing on which a ‘society’ transforms itself into ‘civilization’, while the latter in its turn gets power and capacity to overcome crises of different nature and cause. In combination with the creative ‘subjective-activity’ element in history, the civilization resource is what we have to view as a source of development and growth. Each and any civilization is born and exists solely due to the fact that it has a civilization resource that ensures for it some sort of competitive advantage. History ‘sorts out’ and discards the looser-civilizations and those that are weakened, with no more civilization resource available. A social model - upheld by the civilization resource it has – strives to find and get what is lacks in order to overcome potential crises, which cumulatively gears it up to the next stage of civilization development. 

Seneca the Younger’s words: “To live means to fight” is without limitations applicable to any society and any historic epoch [2, 22]. A ‘viable’ civilization is the one that has its civilization resource and is up and ready to face the challenges of history. It is prepared to fight for its survival relying on its civilization resource. A civilization is in a constant search for the resource/asset which will help it persist, but the discovery is not always the prize, sometime the search is in vain. If there is an ‘object’ – even an unconceivable one – which offers to a civilization some opportunities or provides a source of growth and development for it, then this object is adopted and declared to be the ‘civilization resource’ in question.

Summing up, the life of a human society is and has always been associated with the reliance upon some civilization resources. Among the latter we can name such ones as the type of economy, value systems, scientific knowledge, religious practices. Yet, the very diversity of resource types and the degree to which they are being used or employed, have been and still are determined by the social and economic needs of the society.
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