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Soviet elite and the Post-Soviet elite groups: transformation problem

In this article the process of transformation of the Soviet elite in the Post-Soviet, Russian elite is considered. The conclusion that this process had a social and economic basis is drawn and divided into some stages, each of which possesses its own specifics and own mechanism of cooptation in the elite. Also the question of interaction of the local and regional elite is considered. The work is devoted to the studying of specifics and characteristic of the modern regional elite, comparison of the social and demographic and educational characteristics of elite of the late USSR and the elite of the 1990th.

В статье рассматривается процесс трансформации советских элит в постсоветские, российские элиты. Делается вывод о том, что сам этот процесс имел социально-экономическую основу и разделялся на несколько этапов, каждый из которых обладает собственной спецификой и собственным механизмом кооптации в элиту. Так же рассматривается вопрос взаимодействия местных и региональных элит. Работа посвящена изучению специфики и характеристики современной региональной элиты, сравнению социально-демографических и образовательных характеристик элиты позднего СССР и элиты 1990-х гг.
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One of the most difficult problems of sociological research of the modern Russian elite consists in determination of their connection / gap with elite of the previous, Soviet period [1]. In the offered article we will try to track specifics of this connection and pushing away, specifics of the modern elite groups in Russia, their social characteristics. For us as a theoretical support acts the classical theory of elite with its classification [2] and the modern sociological data presented in the works of domestic sociologists [3]. 

First of all, it is necessary to mark out qualitative difference of the Soviet elite of different periods. If the early Soviet elite (the 20th – the beginning of the 30th) represented unconsolidated and rather conflict group, during the next period (the 30th – the 60th [4]) there is a process of consolidation of the elite groups. "Nomenclature" as the special layer taking the dominating positions in the social structure is formed. 

It should be noted also that the circumstance that the early Soviet elite represented rather open group occurrence in which was real even for the representative of basic segments of the population with a high passiveness. During the next period the elite becomes isolated. Cooptation happens at the formal orientation to the basic layers ("Workers' and Peasants' origin"), but actually penetration into the elite groups of casual people is minimized. Thus, however, there are powerful repressive mechanisms of maintenance of the quality of elite and rejection of the representatives of elite who broke the norms. These tendencies proceeded and during the late Soviet period (the 70th – the 80th). But there is the own specific, connected with the formation of regional elite groups.
The late Soviet elite represented the consolidated, autocratic and not hereditary elite. As the mechanism of replenishment of the elite the cooptation mechanism at formal selectivity was used. Thus, in inheritance from the previous ("Stalin") period there was a powerful and rigid instrument of maintenance of the quality of elite, rejection of the breaker of rules. This instrument didn't allow representatives (in any case, in large quantities and legally) fix the top position. 

The main characteristics of elite of this period are reflected in the table 1.

Table 1

Social and demographic and educational characteristics of elite of the late USSR
	Parameter
	Soviet elite (in %)
	Regional elite (in %)

	Middle age
	61,2
	59,0

	Natives of rural areas
	57,7
	66,7

	With the higher education
	92,3
	100

	With the higher technical education
	72,3
	79,4

	With humanitarian (including legal) education
	11,4
	6,3

	Again recruited
	13,4
	15,9


Source: it is calculated and made by the author.

However over the years the repressive mechanism, at least, concerning the elite, weakened. It started affecting the quality of elite, "to work at its readiness for the public good". Thus, in the process of degradation of political regime the informal social relations all took roots in this environment more strongly, accelerating its destruction. Rotation of the elite as the necessary element of maintenance of their quality starts being blocked. If at the Soviet level the order (at least, is formal) was supported, on the regional "germination" of elite in the social space of the region proceeded promptly, promoting the growth of popularity of the local heads. There is an aspiration noted still by P. Bourdieu [5] to give a social position by inheritance. This process was comprehended as an exchange "the authorities on property". 

For "an exchange of the power for property", fixing of the social positions the late elite of the USSR initiates the reforms. As a result of these reforms the most formally "independent" national republics leave the structure of the USSR, become the independent states. 

In the Russian Federation the "parade of sovereignties" menacing to existence of the state begins. However the consolidation of the Soviet elite, the general cultural and historical background kept the country from disintegration in the conditions of radical weakening of the state. Nevertheless, changes in the elite were rather serious. The elite group for some moment stops being closed reveals. Within the country the prompt of elite change, its rejuvenation begins. But if at the federal level this change affected more than a third of members of the elite, considerably changed alignment of the forces, at the regional level of change of the members were minimum (tab. 2). 

Table 2

Social and demographic and educational

characteristics of elite of the 90th years
	Parameter
	Federal (in %)
	Regional (in %)

	Middle age
	54,2
	56,0

	Natives of ruralareas
	27,3
	36,8

	With the higher education
	97,3
	100

	With the higher technical education
	23,2
	59,8

	With humanitarian (including legal) education
	41,4
	14,3

	Again recruited
	35,4
	14,7


Source: it is calculated and made by the author.
Stability of provision of the regional elite and growth of their value in the 90th of the XX century were personified in a figure of the governor, "owner" of the territory. 

The most part of governors, who "came" from the Soviet nomenclature system, could win the race for power in the territory, appropriate the widest volume of powers, create the effective market of administrative services and regional economy. Their "predecessors" during the vague period of the beginning of the 90th, criminal groups [6], were forced simply out by them, as the less effective. After all the organized criminal groups even if they could guarantee economic and social transaction, didn't tell to the subject legality, didn't allow function in the world market. This role was also assumed by the local elite consolidated around the governor's figures. Such "governor's" economy allowed the regions survive in the conditions of economic crisis, recreate economic connections. In the region at first, and then – and in the wider scales.

On a share of federal elite there is a service of the largest enterprises, which activity has national or international character, and the coordination of interregional transactions. Thus that the system possessed certain resources of development that events of the crisis of 1998 and the subsequent economic recovery showed, it forced out rather wide range of social agents and groups out of the own limits, than and its instability was predetermined.
This situation (domination of regional elite) created rather serious discontent at the level of federal elite which considerable part was pushed aside from the participation in management and from the control over the resource streams. The discontent was stated also by the most part of the population, which standard of living was incomparable to the shown consumption of the new elite groups. And if the sharp falling of the quality of life for these groups didn't happen, the level of inequality and sharpness of his experience increased significantly. As the sociological researches of those years show [7], to a half of the population of the country perceived the elite as personal foes.

All this led to the new transformation of elite, including the regional. The increased prices of hydro-carbonic raw materials and change of the principle of taxation of the export enterprises became a support for this purpose. The external resource which since the end of the 90th is under the control of federal political elite appears significantly more considerable, than the cumulative regional resources. In these conditions the sharp need for the risky regional economy and social structure controlled by the regional political elite disappears. And the volume of powers as well as the procedure of legitimation of the power of the governor, change.

Also the members of the governor's apparatus and the regional political elite are gradually changed. The new elite already not so much represents the regional community before the external social forces, how many the interests of representatives of federal elite in the territory. They manage not so much, how many distribute the resource going from the outside and control execution of the orders and projects of the higher instances. 

Structurally it is shown in the available external and independent actors in the social field of regional elite. Offices of the envoy, the ministries of development of the Far East, power structures, regional divisions of the federal ministries and agencies treat such external actors.
These structures rigidly control the activity of regional political elite, depriving of it the space for maneuver. The main economic entities of the territory are presented today by the actors, independent in relation to the political elite of the region. They are integrated into the all-Russian structure and solve the problems, passing the governor's level.

The social importance of regional political elite in these conditions decreases, and characteristics of the elite are washed away.

It is indicative that the speech went not so much about the replacement of former elite, how many about their regrouping here. But existence of the large-scale economic resource allowed soften this process as much as possible. Former elite, as well as the most part of the population, weren't so much forced out, how many joined in distributive process on the subdominant bases. In these conditions there is a radical decrease in the importance of regional elite. It is about the formal replacement of elections of the governors by their appointment. It became more likely formalization of the objectively proceeding process. 

The process, in our opinion, is connected with that the importance of federal resource was some orders higher, than the all economic resource created in the regional economies. The economic basis of the society and with it – and alignment of forces in the elite groups changed. In the conditions of the high prices of oil and gas such model not especially needed independent regional operators. The agents existing in the system "the agent – the principal were necessary for it". Thus, the circle of principals was as much as possible narrowed, and the number of controllers and the forms of control constantly increased.
But at this moment the conditions change. The budget based on federal transfers more and more become scarce. Thus the tendency to deficiency increase (even in the conditions of reduction of social obligations) remains. 

Here the revival of regional elite and increase of their role becomes the conditions of survival not only the territorial community, but also the all country.

The regional political elite continue to remain let the person, but the part of national elite. Without this element the regional elite loses essential part of own legitimacy, ability to represent and align the interests of regional community.

Such double legitimacy from the federal center and territorial (regional) community creates the unique opportunity for designing of macro-social space of the country. The federal authority and the federal elite controlling it set the framework providing integrity of the country, possibility of realization of the international and interregional transactions, solve the problems of federal level. 

It is quite clear that the most part of these tasks is outside the reality of social agent. As a result, except for the situations of social, economic or natural disasters, the level of mobilization of the population (as well as the level of support of the power) remains rather low.  

Here also the regional elite join. As the results of the formalized survey conducted by us in Khabarovsk on territorial selection show, still the political elite is a key element of social structure of the region and is quite so perceived by the population (tab. 3). It is obviously visible from the linear distribution of answers of the respondents given below – residents aged from 18 years.

Table 3

Answer of respondents to a question: "Who, in your opinion, most strongly influences the situation in the Khabarovsk territory?" (18 and more years)
	Organizations of the territory
	Extent of influence in %

	Nobody controls the situation, it develops spontaneously
	12,6%

	Mafia and criminal structures
	5,2%

	Governor, administration
	32,7%

	Head of administrations of the city, areas
	17,2%

	Commercial banks
	6,2%

	"The management corpus" of the enterprises
	8,6%

	All-Russian firms
	10,0%

	Another
	17,5%


Source: it is calculated and made by the author.

Political elite, according to the respondents, most strongly influences the situation in the region. They connect a framework and social structure, being implanted both in political, and in the social space. This circumstance provides, more precisely, is capable to provide integrity of the social structure, integrity of the state. However for this purpose the regional political elite from the almost disappeared social group with the vague characteristics and the extremely modest set of functions has to become full both the plenipotentiaries and the leaders of the territory. Expansion of powers of the regional political elite today is the command of time. 
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