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Management of the foreign prisoners of war in the Far East of Russia during the First World War 

During the First World War, the Russian Far East became a place of forced exile of thousands of prisoners of the war from Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey. These extremely massive migration flows, on the one hand, significantly developed the economic life of the Far East region, on the other - to promote the involvement of the eastern edge of Russia in the political life of the country, dramatically revolutionized contingent of the prisoners of war, riveted to the Far East close attention of the foreign powers. Thus, the management of prisoners consisted in cutting off their troops from the general population of the Far East of Russia and sent to the knowingly uninhabitable conditions. By the order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia on August 12, 1914 all the Austrian and German male subjects aged 18 to 45 years old, residing in the territory of the Russian state, capable of bearing arms were considered prisoners of war and the subject to immediate arrest and expulsion from the European part of Russia as the persons inclined to espionage and treason. 

В годы Первой мировой войны Дальний Восток России стал местом вынужденного пребывания тысяч военнопленных из Германии, Австро-Венгрии, Турции. Эти чрезвычайно массовые миграционные потоки, с одной стороны, заметно развивали хозяйственную жизнь Дальневосточного региона, с другой, – способствовали вовлечению восточной окраины России в политическую жизнь страны, резко революционизировали контингент военнопленных, приковывали к Дальнему Востоку пристальное внимание зарубежных держав. Таким образом, управление военнопленными состояло в отсечении их контингента от основного населения Дальнего Востока России и отправке в заведомо непригодные для жизни условия содержания. Приказом Министерства внутренних дел России от 12 августа 1914 г. все австрийские и германские подданные мужского пола в возрасте от 18 до 45 лет, проживающие на территории Российского государства, способные носить оружие, считались военнопленными и подлежали немедленному аре​сту и высылке из Европейской части России как лица, склонные к шпионажу и измене.
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The First World War was an event of great importance, not in its scope and consequences, equal in all previous human history. 
Russia entered the war on the side of the Entente (Britain and France) against the Triple Alliance, in which the main role was played by Germany and the allies were Austria-Hungary and Italy. With the outbreak of the First World War Russia was swept by a wave of germanophobia. St. Petersburg was renamed Petrograd, the massacre of shops owned by the Germans began. The fear of military and economic espionage by many of the German population in Russia has led the government to the necessity of making unusual decisions.
Many of these sitizens all his life has lived in Russia, including the Far East, made with their work an important contribution to the economy of the region and were so confident in the security of their location that did not care about the petition of Russian citizenship.
By the order of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Russia on 12 August 1914 all Austrian and German male subjects aged 18 to 45 years old, living on the territory of the Russian state, capable of bearing arms, were considered prisoners of war and were the subject to immediate arrest and expulsion from the European part of Russia as a person prone to espionage and treason [1].
The families of arrested and sent could follow their heads to the Omsk military district, the Northern counties of the province of Tobolsk, to Yakutia. 

Those arrested were sent to the places of deportation custody at its own expense on the Railways in the third class carriages or ships of the second class. In case of refusal of voluntary departure of the German and Austrian citizens were sent to the North as the prisoners of war [2]. 
As followed from the order of the Ministry of internal Affairs of Russia on August 12, 1914, upon arrival the foreign nationals came under the police surveillance on a common basis with the Russian prisoners. They took the recognizance. To live there they had at their own expense, and to settle possible in the groups. 

In the period from August 1914 to October, 1916, in the Priamursk Governor-General was made 5 lists of the German and Austrian nationals subject to deportation. Their number amounted to more than 10 thousand people [3]. 
On 23 August 1914 due to the entry of Turkey into the war and the opening of the Caucasian front, the interior Ministry declared the necessity of the arrest of Turkish citizens in the all regions of Russia, including the Far-Eastern prisoners of war and detention (internment) of Turkish citizens of the other nationalities, such as Greeks, Armenians, Bulgarians, and so on [4]. During 1915 in the territory of the Priamursk Governor-General 159 Greeks and 115 Turk were detained [5]. 
Thus, Russia, not taking a single enemy soldier on the field of battle, had the army of foreign nationals recognized as the prisoners of war. Only from Primor’e for 3 months of 1914 to Yakutia was sent 30 foreign nationals suspected of spying for Germany.

To the government inspections were subjected such trading firms, as the "Nobel’", "Adler", "Lopatin", "Kunst and Al’bers", "Kirgof and Nissen", "Langelinie", mining company "Tetjuhe" and the Sakhalin coal company of Dattani. Was also excited to consider the establishment of government control of the companies "Siemens and Schuckert", "Siemens and Halske, "Arthur Koppel", "Gerhardt Gay", "Til-Mans" and "General Electricity company". Along with inspections were compiled the lists of foreign nationals - employees of these companies mentioned in number of the send "prisoners of war", as well as those who directly accused of spying for Germany.

Among the foreigners, sent to the North of Vladivostok were employees of the trading company "Kunst and Albers". As it turned out, the staff of the employees of the company was staffed by the officers and representatives of the lower ranks of the German service, sent to Russia, ostensibly to study the Russian language. After spending 2-3 years, these employees were left in Germany, and instead them arrived the new.

The same firm, spread branch network of more than 50, had branches all over the Amur region, as well as in Manchuria, Transbaikal’e, and the trustees in many major cities of European Russia and, according to police, was during the prewar years, well-organized intelligence Department of the German general staff. Espionage activities conducted under the auspices of the co-owners of the company Dattani and Albers, who were followed from their Protocol of interrogation, "although perhaps not deeply involved in espionage, but all measures that support it. Trading company "Kunst and Albers" with the outbreak of the first world war the government of Vladivostok was definitely called "the University of espionage", and therefore the employees of the company among the first have been sent to the North [6]. 
Dattan fiercely fought, refuting the brought against him and his workers charges. "Working on the territory for 50 years, with all its preparations and property in the region, leading trade universal character, i.e. different products ... domestic and foreign production, containing the staff of 600 people, Russian officials belonging, finally, a Russian citizen, although of German origin, the firm, I suppose, could be considered quite Russified to specify it as a German enemy" [7].
However, the seemingly convincing arguments of A. Dattani put forward in his letter to the commandant of the Vladivostok fortress the Lieutenant - General C. S. Savich not have the proper effect, because starting in August 1914, all that had to do with Germany, was for Russian citizens hostile, were the subject to liquidation or expulsion.

So were arrested and subjected to a military Tribunal, and subsequently sent as prisoners of war, the members of Vladivostok German society "Fleet", which consisted of 155 people of German citizens, "among whom, according to the Vladivostok police, a lot of persons registered on suspicion of military espionage" [8].  
On the charges of espionage were arrested and expelled from the city as prisoners of war, members of another Vladivostok German Amateur nautical society, which, as it turned out, the yacht Agency yacht club produced images of military facilities of the city.

German nationals in Vladivostok were detained for detection cameras, and photographic images of the city. As noted in a secret letter to captain Ginsburg, head of the Vladivostok police Department, "...in the number of photographic images, many prisoners of war found the photographs of general view of Vladivostok, on some hills of which there are the artillery batteries [9]. 
According to the Vladivostok police in the spy activities in the city were also the participants of singing circle - German nationals. In particular, the German singers gave paid concerts, interest payments on which were sent to Germany. They were all arrested as the prisoners of war, sent from Vladivostok to the North on charges of military espionage.

After the First World War, the German citizens were registered by the police in the Russian Sakhalin. Expulsion from the island they were not exposed, but as the citizens of an enemy state were declared prisoners of war and arrested. Among them were such prominent on the island of citizens as a member of the Sakhalin hunting society James Schmelzer and Director of the Sakhalin branch of the Russian prison Committee Yuliy Bishor. Their involvement in the police spies was not put, but nevertheless, they were arrested [10].  
In order to combat the dominance of the "Germanic-spies" on the Amur markets the Blagoveshchensk stock exchange company has excluded from its members trading company based by the German nationals G.G. Kaven’, K. F. Steinberg, as well as by the Turkish nationals N. P. Maridi and F. A. Puce-cul. A special resolution was adopted at an emergency meeting of the Khabarovsk exchange Committee from November 25, 1914, which contained, in particular, and these lines: "On the basis of judgments on this issue, the Committee adopted, as shown by the Germans hostile attitude towards the Russians not only in political and economic fields, in the universal sense. The latter resulted in a barbaric attitude to Russians detained in Germany and especially to the Russian prisoners and wounded soldiers". 

Among the internment foreign nationals into the category of "prisoners of war", there were many truly innocent, faithful to the Russian people. This is evidenced by the numerous petitions from the relatives, Russian colleagues of foreign nationals recognized as the prisoners of war and the subject to arrest and deportation. Thus, the representatives of the trading house "M. P’yankov and brothers" and the partnership "Peppel’ and K" appealed to the Amur Governor-General with a request to leave Vladivostok conscripts and a prisoner of war a German citizen Robert Shoppe as a good specialist in the process of dry distillation of wood". The owners of Odarkovskiy turpentine plant in imansk County Russian merchants A. Walden and A. Swiderskiy in 1914 was also applied regarding the release of an experienced chemist from their plant, a German citizen, was arrested as a prisoner of war [11].  
Poor health of many foreign nationals, their peaceful specialty and complete unfitness of most of them for military service served as the clear precursors of their imminent death in exile or prison. About these concerns numerous letters petitions of Russian wives of foreign nationals, ready to go for husbands even to the Yakutsk province.

So, Evgeniya Tolle, nee Tokareva, entreated her to go with her husband to the place of deportation for their own account, because according to her, G. F. Tolle is ill and expulsion is like a death sentence" [12]. 
Despite the fact that each application was considered in the General-Governor strictly individual, a group of German and Austrian subjects of 100 people recognized as the prisoners of war, in January 1915 he was arrested in Vladivostok and sent to detention on the island of Russian, and later waited for his expulsion from Primor’e in the Vladivostok civil prison. The opinions of residence there of German citizens are extremely contradictory. So, the newspaper "Deutsehe Zeiting in Shina" ("German newspaper in China") reported in its issue of 26 November 1915, about the rough attitude to the German nationals, arrested after the Declaration of war with Germany and who were in the Vladivostok prison.

Refuting this and other similar reports, the Vladivostok office of the Amur Governor-General declares separate from the other prisoners the content of foreign nationals, their "enhanced" walks, regular visits. Moreover, as mentioned in the explanatory note of the military authorities of the isl. Russian, "... they were not forbidden to have their own table”.

Thus, on the basis of the presented facts it is possible to speak not about the military capture of foreign nationals in the Russian Far East since the outbreak of the First World War and internment forced detention of one belligerent state citizens of another belligerent state. Only in 1914 in the Amur General Government, was detained, arrested and later sent to the North 400 German and Austrian, and 115 Turkish citizens [13]. 
Tough the measures against the enemy aliens were undoubtedly caused by the outbreak of war with Germany, and, as it seems to us economic interests of Russia in the Far East, where since the late nineteenth century, the German and Austro-Hungarian businessmen took over the majority of industrial and commercial enterprises and firms.

As the Governor-General of the Amur region N. L. Gondatti wrote to the Chairman of the Council of Ministers I. L. Goremykin, from the very beginning of the war in the Amur region were taken the measures "in a hurry registration of living within the territory of the subjects hostile countries and expel them to the location of conscripts. All relevant orders and instructions of the Central authorities were executed without delay, exactly, with sufficient firmness and determination, and I always had sustained observation that any laxity in this regard, except as permitted for the Slavs, Turks, Christians, trustworthy Bulgarians and so on) was not done and that the territory as soon as possible was purified from this element. Expulsion from here the Germans and Austrians in large quantities was soon finished and, as these persons were mainly involved in local trade and industrial life, such care from the territory of the enemy's subjects, who has prominent places, no doubt, immediately received different color and opened an access to the Russian workers".

According to the researchers, excepting the Russian entrepreneurs, the elimination of the German capital as a solid competitor, were interested the representatives of the Entente. In 1914-1918 for the economy of the Russian Far East was characterized strengthening of the positions of entrepreneurs of Japan and the United States. 

Despite the fact that the Far East of Russia was one of the most distant from the theatre of war regions, in the first months of the war here began to arrive Austrian and German prisoners of war. This was due to several reasons. On the one hand, in the first period of the campaign of 1914 was the tragic failure of two Russian armies in East Prussia, the cause of which was later stages of mobilization, failures in the strategic concentration and deployment of the armies, and the dependence of the Russian command from the terms of the Franco-Russian Convention. This last fact has led to the fact that the Russian command was forced to divert major forces in directions less important from the point of view of their own strategic and political interests of Russia. In addition, the military obligations of Russia to France forced the Russian troops begin combat operations until completion of the combat focus.

Russia put on the North-Western front against Germany on 1st and 2nd army (17,5 infantry and 8.5 cavalry divisions); against them, the Germans launched its 8th army as part of the 15 infantry and one cavalry division. Four Russian armies of the southwestern front was confronted by 3 of the Austrian army, reinforced army group and the housing part 3 infantry and one cavalry division. One Russian army was formed to cover Petrograd and the Baltic coast, and the second to cover the Romanian border and the black sea coast. The overall composition of the two armies was equal to twelve infantry and three cavalry divisions.
Western and Eastern theatres of war were the main throughout the war; the actions of the other fronts were of secondary importance. 
The first period of the campaign of 1914 on the Eastern theatre of the war was marked by two major operations - East Prussia and Galicia. Galician operation that lasted more than a month, ended with the victory of the Russian troops. In the defeat of the Austro-Hungarian troops played a major role and that the soldiers of the Slavic nationalities, especially the Czechs and the Slovaks, tens of thousands of surrender.
However offensive of the Russian North-Western front was unsuccessful. Russian losses were huge, about a quarter of a million soldiers and a large number of weapons. However, the failure was compensated by a successful action against the Austro-Hungarian troops. In March 1915 capitulated Przemysl with its 120-thousand garrison Austro-Hungarian troops. Russian troops captured in the summer of operations, 1916, on the Southwest front, about 9 thousand officers and over 400 thousand soldiers [14]. At first it was unorganized, spontaneous, explosive, revolutionary inspired a lot of people coming from the battlefield. 

It was necessary in the shortest possible time to provide prisoners with food, clothes, distribute them to places of residence and employment. In the country established a Committee of assistance to prisoners of war, and of the Central prisoners of war information Bureau, which facilitated the dissemination of information about places to stay taken prisoner by the Germans, Austrians, Turks, and soldiers of other nationalities. 
September 25, 1914, to bring together all agencies on the supply of the army, the front and rear in the War Ministry by resolution of a Special meeting established a Special interagency Commission under the Main administration of the General staff, whose responsibility it was also the allocation of prisoners of war works. 

February 28, 1915, the Council of Ministers of Russia approved the "Regulations on release of prisoners of war to work on the land".

According to the rules, farm owners were provided for the production of works in areas not included in the theater of military operations and in areas specifically designated subject to military authority, war prisoners mostly not German or Hungarian origin. 

Thus, the nationality of prisoners of war was a significant factor in their sorting to work. Such discrimination of prisoners of war was a gross violation of the Second Hague Convention of 5 (18 October 1907 concerning the laws and customs of war on land and led to unpredictable consequences in terms of military captivity. 
The "rules" involved the allocation of prisoners of war by the parties not less than 100 people and for a sufficiently long period (at least three months).
In the "Rules" provided that "Adopted by the land Council in the possession of prisoners of war can be provided to rural owners exclusively on the work for a fee, the amount of which during the period of war in the works is ... local government... which is Able to form the remainder of the proceeds, as well as wages withheld from individual prisoners due to their negligence or otherwise distributed by the land Board on completion of the works between the commendable prisoners of war" [15]. 
In accordance with the provisions of the 2nd Hague Convention of 1907 "Rules" ordered the district Council taking prisoners, to ensure their maintenance and care, "to have supervision for prisoners food as possible along with lower military ranks, as well as clothes and shoes, necessary to maintain their health, and their sanitary condition places of work" [16]. 
March 17, 1915, were approved and promulgated "Regulations on release of prisoners of war to work in private industrial enterprises", which explained the basic rules for the use of prisoners in private enterprises of mining, mining, factory, factory industry, as well as to large industrial enterprises with public or social importance. 
These rules contain instructions on what work can be used the labour of prisoners of war, their number, the time at which they are required. The "rules" contained instructions about the delivery of the prisoners and their escort to the place of work, as well as the contents of prisoners of war, including location, food, treatment, supply them with clothing, shoes, linens, etc.
"Rules on release of prisoners of war for work industrial power plants" called for severe punishment for the fugitives, prisoners of war, committed various crimes. "When committed by prisoners of war, criminal acts, provided the criminal laws, the perpetrators are transferred to the local military commanders," said the article 15 of the "Rules". Both "Rules" "Rules on release of prisoners of war to work on the land" dated February 28, 1915, and the "Rules on release of prisoners of war to work in private industrial enterprises" dated 17 March 1915, had articles on the promotion of prisoners of war, "found zeal in the work ... not over, however, 20 kopecks per day per person" [17]. 

Thus, the Rules on release of prisoners, approved by the Council of Ministers of Russia on 28 February and 17 March 1915, became one of the first documents on the situation of foreign prisoners of war in Russia during the first world war. I must say that these resolutions, with the exception of article 2 of the "Rules on release of prisoners of war to work on the land" dated February 28, 1915, about the separation of prisoners by nationality and advantage of the Slavic Nations, was not contrary to article 2 of the Hague Convention of 5 (18 October 1907 concerning the laws and customs of war on land and contained within itself the principles of humane treatment of prisoners. 
In the Russian prisoners of war were placed in the four hundred camps, three hundred of them were European, and one hundred in the Asian part of Russia. The tsarist authorities believed the German and Hungarian prisoners of war unreliable and therefore put them in a large cantonments built in Eastern Siberia and the far East before and after the Russo-Japanese war of 1904-1905. Unusual climate, bad food, poor clothing, poor sanitation has led to the fact that in 1915 in the Order of 14,000 prisoners died 11 000 people, in point (near Vladivostok) in the winter of 1914-1915, from 9 000 people were killed 7000 [18]. 

April 1, 1915, in the Amur Governor-General received a telegram from the Chief Directorate of the General staff with a request for assistance to the placement of German and Austrian prisoners of war, which grew especially after the entry of the Russian army of Przemysl. The number of foreign prisoners of war in the far East through their military ranks, as well as their location on April 6, 1915, are presented in table 1. 
Table 1
The number of foreign prisoners of war in the far East of Russia 
in their military ranks.

The location of prisoners of war on 6 April 1915
	Location
	The number
	Officers
	Ordinary

	The Far East 
	30595
	1127
	29468

	Including, Khabarovsk
	3517
	-
	3517

	Marina Nikolo-Alexander
	646
	474
	172

	C. Spasskoe
	6535
	263
	6272

	N-Ussuriisk
	8975
	46
	8929

	C. Razdolnaya
	6941
	111
	6830

	C. sheet
	3981
	233
	3748


Note: table compiled by the author based on data from the Russian state historical archive of the Far East (Hereinafter RHEAD). F. 702. Op.4. D. 800. L. 5.
In General, in early April 1915 in camps in the Russian Far East was 30595 people of foreign prisoners of war, among them 1127, or 3.6 % of officers and 29468 people - ordinary, or about 97 % of all arrivals [19]. 
The government of the RSFSR and the command of the red Army in the first months of its existence differentially approached the problem of functioning of the organs responsible for the maintenance of prisoners of war. 23 April 1918, a decree of the Council of people's Commissars of the RSFSR was formed by the Central Board on prisoners of war and refugees (Centerplane) when the people's Commissariat for military Affairs. It is noteworthy that in may 1919, the Council of people's Commissars of the RSFSR passed Centreplane in the jurisdiction of the NKVD of the RSFSR. In January 1920 Centreplane was renamed the Central emergency Department (Centravac) of the NKVD of the RSFSR, which in turn was abolished in 1922. 
Thus, during the first world war, Russia's far East has become a place of enforced stay of thousands of prisoners of war from Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Turkey. These extremely massive migration flows, on the one hand, significantly developed the economic life of the far East region, on the other contributed to the involvement of the Eastern edge of Russia in the political life of the country, dramatically revolutionized the contingent of prisoners of war, was chained to the Far East the attention of foreign powers.
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