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Daily life of the citizens in the south of the Russian Far East at the end 
of 19th – 20th centuries
The paper is devoted to the characteristics of daily life of the citizens in the south of the Russian Far East at the end of 19th – 20th centuries. Due to the increased in recent years, scientific interest in the problems of social history there was an allocation of history of everyday life into a new branch of historical knowledge and history of everyday life in the Russian city of an independent branch of the industry [1]. The essence of the history of everyday life is reflected in the shift from the study of public institutions, economic structures, large communities in the study of human interaction in small groups, behavioral strategies, as well as the transition from the descriptions of the major historical events to the analysis of the daily routine. Consideration nationwide processes through the prism of the everyday urban Far-Eastern region allows you to show a variety of general historical process, enrich the science with new concrete historical facts and events.
В статье дана характеристика повседневной жизни населения городов юга Дальнего Востока в конце XIX – начале ХХ вв. В связи с возросшим за последние годы научным интересом к проблемам социальной истории произошло выделение истории повседневности в новую отрасль исторического знания, а истории повседневности российского города – в самостоятельное направление этой отрасли [1]. Сущность истории повседневности отражается в переносе акцента с исследования государственных институтов, экономических структур, больших общностей на изучение взаимодействия людей в небольших группах, стратегий поведения, а также переход от описаний крупных исторических событий к анализу ежедневной рутины. Рассмотрение общероссийских процессов сквозь призму повседневности городов Дальневосточного региона позволяет показать разнообразие общеисторического процесса, обогатить историческую науку новыми конкретными фактами и событиями. 
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By the end of the XIX century a network of cities, which differed in time of occurrence, level and pace of development had formed in the Far East of the Russian Empire. The unifying feature of them was the dominant role of the state, both in the creation of cities, and the development of individual aspects of urban infrastructure. The cities of the region belonged to a colonial type of formation, were created artificially and designed for periodically shifting contingent of residents, which explained the specifics of their social infrastructure.

The cities of the region in the XIX – XX centuries can be characterized by a steady growth of population: from 1897 to 1914 the number of citizens of the Amur region increased 3 times and reached 273.5 thousand people. Every year the urban population increased by an average of 5,3% [2]. Main factors in the growth of urban population of the south of the Far East at the end of the XIX century were the administrative and military importance of cities, and the resettlement wave from the center of Russia.

Specificity of the formation of urban space obviously affected the development of the Far Eastern society, revealing thus its features. People living in the studied cities belonged to different social levels and different material prosperity. The social composition of the population of the cities in the south of the Far East in the late XIX-early XX centuries was remarkable for its diversity and complexity.
From the class division point of view the dominant categories in the cities of the south of the Far East were peasants and commoners. They had numerical superiority and were most active in the daily life of the studied cities. The total number of these classes in Khabarovsk, Vladivostok and Blagoveshchensk in the late XIX century was 74% – 86%. The share of other social groups – nobles, merchants and clergy – was low (0,2 to 9,5% of the total population). 

The formation of everyday life of the Far Eastern cities was also influenced by temporary residents. This category included royal officials sent from the center, military personnel (some sources consider forces as a separate urban estate) and immigrants. The presence of numerous foreign population in the region is another characteristic feature of the Russian Far-Eastern society. Since the end of the XIX century, they have become one of the major sources of the urban population.

The appearance of the subjects of other states on the outskirts of the Russian Far East contributed to the formation of multi-confessionalism, which turned the urban society into a colorful world of mixed traditions and customs (See figure 2).
According to the census of 1897 the Far Eastern citizens were mostly the followers of the world religions and their branches – Christianity (Orthodox, including the Old Believers, Catholics and Protestants), Islam and Buddhism. Apart from them Jews were widely represented in the structure of urban population. It should be noted that multi-confessionalism was typical generally for the southern cities of the Far East, while almost entire population of the Northern cities was Orthodox. 

A characteristic feature of the social structure of Far Eastern cities, which influenced the formation of everyday life, was disproportion of the sexes. On average, in the cities of the south of the Far East male population dominated over the female in two or three times. Such situation had a negative impact on many aspects of daily life: low proportion of women disrupted the fix-ability of the settlers, increasing migration mobility of the population; the lack of female hands on the labor market in the cities was clearly discernible; predominance of male population has found gender reflection in the types of leisure pastime.

By the end of the XIX century the cities of the Far-Eastern south became major commercial and industrial centers of the region. Construction of railways in the region spurred rapid economic development and increase of the number of craft and industrial enterprises. The development of economic relations in the region influenced the formation of the social composition of the economically active population, distinguished by the level of material security. Differences in the standard of living between financially wealthy and poor categories of citizens determined the ambiguity of their daily life organization. Wealthy citizens held senior positions in the civil and military public service, and were active in trade and economic spheres. It was possible to make big profit by starting up a business. But since this required a start-up capital, the owners of profitable enterprises traditionally were merchants and tradesmen. They owned steamers, hotels, factories, and other businesses.

The category of people with average income consisted of doctors, teachers, average social staff and employees. According to the first General Census of Population of the Russian Empire, the most popular professions in Khabarovsk and Vladivostok, the two largest cities in the Maritime region, were warfare, private servants and day laborers, repair and construction works. Only 3% of the Khabarovsk population and 1,3% of Vladivostok population occupied the sphere of trade. The number of persons involved in training, educational and science activities in both cities made 0,5% of the urban population. The least popular areas of employment were: apiculture and sericulture (2 persons only in Khabarovsk), livestock (6 and 45 pers.), jewel crafting and painting (7 and 14 people) [3].

The group of poor and very poor citizens was numerous. The whole range of categories in need was represented in the cities of the Amur region, which corresponded to the overall specificity of all the cities of the Russian Empire, as well as the category common only for the Far-Eastern region - immigrants and refugees, former convicts and exiles. According to the one-day census of Blagoveshchensk in 1892, "people without a definite occupation" accounted for 13% of the residents of the city [4]. The poorest population hindered the development of cities, but on the other hand it stimulated the authorities to develop conditions acceptable for the existence of this group.

An important determinant of living standards, as an important component of urban everyday life, is the consumer basket. The analysis of sample prices of the food, daily consumed by the population, revealed that a person living in the outskirts of the Russian Far East needed the following products to sustain living: tea, milk, cheese, butter, salted chum, tallow, cattle meat, chicken meat, peas, onions, potatoes, salt, sauerkraut, cereals, sugar, pepper, and wheat flour. The most expensive products were butter (15 – 18 rubles) and sugar (6,7 – 16 rubles), which exceeded even the cost of 1 pood of fresh meat (5 – 9 rubles). A characteristic indicator of economic instability of the city was the annual fluctuation in the prices of food and essential items, which entailed a permanent change in the total value of the consumer basket. This was caused by several reasons, such as conditions and costs of shipping, slow trading volumes, disadvantages of credit, etc. As a result, an acute shortage of food and essential commodities became a part of daily life of the population. Such a trend was the cause of the annual increase in prices for many commodities market basket.
A distinctive aspect of everyday urban life of the eastern edge of Russia was terrible sanitary and epidemiological conditions of living. This was caused by such factors as peculiarities of urban buildings, violation of sanitary-epidemiological norms in the places of catering and commercial and industrial establishments, lack of complex of structures, systems and services necessary to ensure the conditions of society, reluctance of citizens to maintain their own backyards clean, negligence of responsible persons in performance of their duties, and the desire of the city authorities to save money on construction.

The question of water quality is another characteristic that influenced the overall quality of the urban everyday life. The water in towns located along the river, was supplied mainly from these rivers and wells. Water quality did not meet sanitary standards. Firstly, the river water (despite of the flowage of rivers) was completely unsuitable for human consumption because it was not cleared. Secondly, all the city wells were located among the houses, near the rubbish pits and retreat. The third is the negligent attitude of the citizens to the organization of the water intake and the lack of compliance of sanitary norms in this area. Because of these reasons and despite the best efforts of the city authorities, inhabitants constantly suffered from intestinal diseases.

Such a tense sanitary-epidemiological situation in the cities required effective daily health surveillance. The origin of the Medical Service of the Amur region is associated with the royal decree of 1882, which extended the rights of governors-general making it compulsory for them to maintain the highest supervision, including the medical part [5]. Responsibility for the sanitary control within the city areas was entrusted to sanitary inspectors. By the early twentieth century sanitary units were established in large cities, an Institute of Sanitary Trustees started running.

Climate specifications, problems of the sanitary condition of the cities, careless attitude of urban residents towards their health (alcohol addiction, noncompliance of sanitation, use of poor quality food), and poor health system negatively affected the level of incidence of urban residents of the Far-Eastern suburbs. This primarily affected the mortality statistics of the population. Mortality in the studied cities was very high, the overall mortality constantly exceeded 25 and even 30% [6]. A specific feature of the demographic characteristics of the cities of the south edge of the Far East was a high infant mortality rate. The highest rate of infant mortality was among the poorest population of the city residents as they tended to live in unsuitable conditions.  

The mortality rate in the cities of the region was increasing in connection with the annual outbreaks of various diseases: cholera, measles, typhoid, smallpox. Despite the extremely difficult social conditions, the cities of the south edge of the Far East had no medical facilities for a long time. Citizens did not receive sufficient medical care and mainly self-medicated.

Healthcare Services began to appear only at the end of the XIX century due to a difficult epidemiological situation, demanding urgent decision on the formation of the health care system. The access to health services in the urban space was provided by clinics and emergency rooms, which were located in different parts of the city. In the late XIX – early XX centuries a network of medical institutions, which included both general and specialization institutions began to develop in the cities. Rapid population growth stimulated the development of a network of medical institutions. Annually flashing epidemics made medical services most popular among the urban population. Most urban health facilities were designed to provide free care to local residents. Maintenance of the urban health institutions partially "laid on the shoulders" of the urban inhabitants. All the urban population was subject to a special tax – a hospital fee. The fee was 2 rubles a year for males and 1 ruble for females [7]. The subjects to Hospital fees and charges were people of both sexes staying in the city for longer than one month, aged from 17 to 55. The citizens were given receipts with a number when paying the hospital collecting. The person that paid the hospital fee got the right to use services of the city's hospitals and emergency rooms throughout the year.

Pharmacies and pharmacy items began to open in the cities to provide medicines. However, not every city dweller could afford a visit to the pharmacy, because the prices for medicines were too high. In a number of cities in the Maritime region a pharmacy for immigrants was opened. Maritime regional resettlement management increased allocations for medicines each year: in 1906 it was 3000 rubles, next year it reached 9000 rubles, and in 1908 it took nearly 23,000 rubles to buy medicines, dressings and pharmaceutical supplies [8]. Pharmacies did much to create and deliver their medication drug provision.  

One of the types of medical services in the city was dentistry. Significant increase of dental disease among the population contributed to the emergence of such specialists in the cities of the Amur region in the late XIX – early XX centuries. By 1911 there were nine dentists operating in Blagoveshchensk [9]. In 1914, 14 dentists were registered in Vladivostok and 3 in Khabarovsk [10]. Dentists performed their activities in private households, rented apartments and even in hotel rooms. Subsequently dental offices, clinics and laboratories, which sometimes were called laboratories of artificial teeth, started opening. Thus, high demand in the dental specialists for the urban residents of the south of the Far East allowed organize a qualified dental care as a private practice.

Various charities such as control of the Russian Red Cross in Vladivostok, Charity, Diocesan charity trusteeship of the poor clergy, Seaside society of brothers of humanity, Blind Society care of Empress Maria, were actively involved in the healthcare of citizens.

The urbanization process which began in the late XIX century has had a great influence on the development of social and cultural spheres of everyday life, including educational system of the cities in the south of the Far East. The most characteristic feature of everyday life of major cities of Priamurskiy governor-general in the late XIX – early XX centuries was the high percentage of literacy among their inhabitants. According to the first national census in 1897, the literacy rate in the Amur General Government was higher than in Siberia: in the Maritime region – it was 24,7%, in the Amur – 24,8%, in the Trans-Baikal – 13,4%, Sakhalin – 26,8%, while in Siberia – 11,5%, and in European Russia – 22,5% [11]. This was due to several reasons, the leading of which were particular social composition of the citizens (a large percentage of the military, with a sufficient level of literacy) and the remoteness Priamurskiy governor-general from the major educational centers of Russia, which led to the need for the rapid development of educational institutions in the region, allowing at some extent to meet the needs of the population in education and the developing economy in the professional staff.

The formation of the education system in the cities of the south of the edge of the Far East comes at the end of the XIX century. The main elements of it were lower-level schools, which included ministerial, parochial, Cossack, army, and private schools, which were controlled by different administrative bodies and care institutions [12]. Secondary education was given by classic grammar schools (educational institutions with a humanitarian bias and a compulsory study of ancient languages) and real schools (educational institutions with depth study of natural sciences). In addition to that, the schools were divided into men's, women's and mixed schools; civil and ecclesiastical; one-, two-, three- and four-year schools; general, professional and additional education. The system of additional education was developing. In the early twentieth century first art and music schools appeared in the cities of the south of the Far East which gave people an opportunity to receive primary education in this area.

With the opening of the Oriental Institute for the population of Priamurskiy governor-general in Vladivostok in 1899 an opportunity to pursue higher education without having to travel to the central province appeared. The Institute had several departments, but was focused on the Oriental study. During the period from 1902 to 1915 the Institute has trained 162 civilians and 104 officers who worked in various civil and military departments of Russia after graduating [13].

At the end of the XIX century the process of forming a network of preschool institutions started. It should be noted that attending the kindergarten was paid, so only the children of wealthy parents could afford it. In general, the system of pre-school, school and vocational education allowed different social strata of the urban population to pursue their education at different levels. An active work of municipal government and the church in the development of education, financial support from the state and city charities, provided the inclusion of education in the daily lives of citizens.

In the XIX – XX centuries leisure pastime was characterized by a variety of forms of recreation and entertainment for citizens. It revealed the features of the free time organization of the residents of the Russian Far-Eastern city suburbs.

The organizers of the leisure for residents were urban and public associations (public assemblies) and individuals.

One of the components of everyday life was a socio-cultural outreach. City officials made an emphasis on education, intellectual and moral development, increasing cultural level of citizens. This direction was realized thanks to popular reading, museums and libraries. Visiting these activities was very popular among citizens; this interest was manifested not only by the intellectuals, but also ordinary people. The most popular place was the Museum of Priamurskiy Division of the Imperial Russian Geographical Society, the number of visitors could reach up to 2 thousand people per day.

Among financially wealthy segments of the population and urban middle-class events of spectacular nature, different types of active and passive recreation were popular. In the analyzed period, theater has received the greatest recognition of citizens. Auditoriums were always crowded with representatives of all social groups, and periodicals could not stop praising and criticizing local and visiting artists. With the advent of touring troupes in the cities of the Far East, theater season started being held. They had the features specific to the region, which did not coincide with the nationwide. In Vladivostok conducting theatrical seasons depended on the accumulation of ships in the harbor, and in Blagoveshchensk this period lasted until the departure of Gold Miners and prospectors into the forest to the mines [14].
No other form of entertainment could compete in popularity with the theater; however, townspeople attended dance parties, masquerades, lotteries, and urban gardens to diversify leisure time. Often such activities were carried out by different companies for a specific purpose, often to a charity. Such evenings were often held in the more affluent middle class segments of the population who preferred merchant, noble form of leisure activities.

The advent of cinema in the late XIX century broadened the scope of leisure pastimes, becoming a popular form of collective recreation. Cinemas attracted many visitors willing to see an incredible and fascinating spectacle.

In the formation of urban cultural space visible and gender differentiation. Popular among the male population enjoyed activities such as competitions in the shooting of guns military-style football game, a game of billiards, sports activities character, such as wrestling and weightlifting, horse riding and cycling.

The choice of the form of the spending free time depended primarily on the social status, material well-being, spiritual values, traditions, behaviors, etc.

Massive celebrations, a very special phenomenon, brought all the social strata of the urban population together. The most important holidays for all citizens remained calendar rites, logon religious holidays: yuletide, Carnival, Easter. Along with this, at the end of the XIX century the role of public holidays, which was dominated by secular beginning, significantly increased, there was a shift in emphasis on the historical component of the memorable event. Much attention was paid to the dates associated with the life of prominent writers and other cultural figures.

In general, the cultural life of the Far Eastern cities developed in the same direction as the cultural life of the central Russia. There was an active convergence of different social groups, which created social organizations and participated actively in their activities in order to meet their cultural needs. 

In general, a specific system of daily life organization was characteristic for the cities of the suburbs of the Far-Eastern south. At the turn of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries the cities of the south of Priamurskiy governor-general acquired the status of important social and cultural centers of the remote region, where most problems and changes taking place in the public life of all the cities of the Far Eastern suburbs of Russian Empire were reflected.

These components determined special and typical features in the daily life of citizens in the south of the Far-Eastern region at the turn of XIX – XX centuries and contributed to the formation of a specific space of everyday life and determined the conditions of existence.
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