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Extracurricular work for formation of readiness of the students for multicultural communication in domestic non-language universities in the second part of the 20th century

The article is devoted to the analysis of extracurricular work for formation of readiness of students of domestic non-language high schools for multicultural communication in the second part of the 20th century (1946-1991). The activity of international friendship clubs which helped to perform international education and multicultural development of students is discussed in details in the article. The author has reconstructed the activity of these clubs aimed to formation of positive multicultural educational space, which is extremely demanded for formation of readiness for multicultural communication.

В статье представлен анализ внеаудиторной работы по формированию готовности студентов отечественных неязыковых вузов к межкультурной коммуникации во второй половине ХХ в. (1946 – 1991 гг.). Подробно рассмотрена деятельность клубов интернациональной дружбы, которые способствовали интернациональному воспитанию и поликультурному развитию личности. Автором проведена реконструкция деятельности этих клубов, направленной на формирование благоприятного поликультурного образовательного пространства, – необходимого компонента для формирования готовности к межкультурной коммуникации. 
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The problem of readiness of a student for cross-cultural communication is an object of many pedagogical researches and keeps its importance for decades. 

The problem was actualized in the USSR in the second half of the XX century as a result of external and internal factors (cultural, historical, political and others) under pressure of which social and political orders were created. Under pressure of these orders legislative activity on its (problems) regulation and elimination was carried out (The resolution of Council of ministers of the USSR of 02.05.1960 [1], the Program of communist party of the USSR of 1961 [2], the Resolution No. 468 of 05.27. 1961 [3]), had a resonance in pedagogical science and practice - there was a need for development of pedagogical concepts for formation of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication. The analysis of these concepts showed that readiness for cross-cultural communication is caused by a certain combination of internal features of the subject and an external condition - favorable multicultural educational space [4]. Multicultural educational space is born in a sector of "the hidden reality" which has essential impact on social and psychological health and development of the participant of educational space, and to some extent bears spontaneous character [4]. At the same time the correct organization of multicultural educational space as important component of readiness for cross-cultural communication has strong impact on formation of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication. The organization of multicultural educational space is possible through set of different types of activity [4].

So, one of paramount conditions of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication is the favorable multicultural educational space which organization was carried out (and it is carried out) through set of different types of activity, mainly – through extracurricular activity. According to the aforesaid, for search of solutions of a problem, it is necessary to give the analysis of extracurricular activity which was carried out in domestic higher education institutions in the second half of the XX century.

During the considered period (the second half of the XX century) extracurricular activity was carried out mainly in learning of foreign languages clubs and clubs of international friendship. [5]
In 1950-1960th activities of learning of foreign languages clubs and clubs of international friendship were directed on: strengthening of knowledge in the field of phonetics of a foreign language and practicing of reading foreign language texts (Z.E. Alexandrova, G.P. Boguslavskaya, R.Ya. Zaykina, R.Ya. Zakaryan); improvement of skills of use technical (audio and video) tutorials for acquisition of a foreign language (M.K. Borodulina, A.S. Lurye, K.B. Karpov, L.I. Sokolova, N.S. Hapersky, E.P. Choubin); instilling of importance and need of foreign language skills (E.I. Altov, Yu.A. Vedenyapin, P.S. Zender, A.A. Kozmina, E.A. Kolenko); strengthening of knowledge in the field of grammar of a foreign language (M. Glants, N.N. Pervova, T.N. Tatiyeva); expansion of a lexicon, fixing of lexicon and speech models (G.G. Egorov, M.I. Zaytsev, L.V. Kobzareva, T.M. Kuznetsova, T.K. Levina, I.I. Chernysheva); development of skills of interpretation and translation of the English-language text (T.V. Sokoltseva, E.N. Speranskaya); development of skills of oral speech, spoken language (O.V. Kovalnitskaya, E.I. Koksharova, T.R. Kotlyar, V.N. Mashanova, R.L. Natanova, N.A. Piskunova).

It means that extracurricular activity of 1950-1960 was trying to solve problems similar to problems of curricular activity: to teach students to read and understand the foreign text; to train pupils in understanding of oral speech; to train in lexical, grammatical, phonetic bases of a foreign language (M. A. Danilov) [6]. In other words, the task of formation of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication during extracurricular activity wasn't set directly. It can be explained by a weak development of the theory of readiness for cross-cultural communication (as a result – a weak development of the pedagogical theory of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication) at that time.

At the end of the 60th – the beginning of the 70th clubs of international friendship became domains of international education and training of students of domestic higher education institutions for cross-cultural communication (L. G. Kuts) [5].

At the end of the 1970th clubs of international friendship existed as a volunteer society practically at all leading Soviet educational institutions aimed to inner-union and international contacts with contemporaries [5]. Within clubs the supervised communication between representatives of different cultures and correspondence between pupils of educational institutions of other federal republics and socialist countries, the organization of festivals of international friendship, joint construction crews, student's conferences and seminars on political subject were carried out. As a result of activity of clubs the international museums which were enriched with the traditions significant for all participants of this organization were established. It means that in the 1970th extracurricular activity was directed not only on formation of the educational component of readiness (formation of grammatical, lexical, phonetic bases of a foreign language), but also psychological (international education). 

In 1978 clubs of international friendship had considerable educational potential. The Ministry of Public Education of the USSR and the Central Committee of All-Union Leninist Young Communist League approved "The approximate provision on club of international friendship". In it the purpose, tasks, the rights and duties of clubmen and the management, sections, the contents, forms and methods of work were defined. In 1987-1991, thanks to a legislative initiative, and also the saved-up theoretical material and practical experience of carrying out extracurricular activity, clubs of international friendship had an accurate system organization. There was an awareness of importance of the organization of educational space, creation of favorable poly-cultural educational space through the organization and carrying out special pedagogical activity of its (space) subjects. According to methodical works of that time, such activity had to be carried out within the special, systematized, planned, purposeful clubs of international friendship [7] for: practicing in foreign language in different supervised problem situations of communication between representatives of different cultures, and also formatting of ability of subjects of cross-cultural communication to avoid such problems; cultivating of values, significant for all participants of this organization (the general value for representatives of different cultures – the main link between representatives of different cultures according to Edward T. Hall [8]).

For this purpose teachers and methodologists developed programs which were directed on the solution of a number of tasks, basic of which were: acquaintance to history, culture and life of the people living in the territory of the USSR; formatting of ability to put knowledge into practice; educating of pride to be the citizen of the country, respect people living in the USSR; development of cognitive interest to various branches of knowledge, in the field of regional geography, and also interest in life of foreign contemporaries in the countries of the learned language; development of feeling of participation in public affairs and international policy; developing of spirit of peacefulness, resistance to the ethnic and cross-cultural conflicts, rejections of extremism, racism and fascism; expansion of a regional geographic outlook of pupils; establishment of friendly relations with pupils of other countries, carriers of other culture; training of pupils for participation in cross-cultural communication in a foreign language; education of the conscientious motivated attitude to learning of foreign language, tolerance in relation to the contemporaries abroad, needs for practical use of a foreign language; studying and promotion of history of the multinational Homeland, history, culture and art of the people of the countries of the learned foreign language, activity of nurseries and the junior organizations of foreign countries [7]. All these tasks were reduced to achievement of a main objective - to assistance of formation of political activity of pupils, their familiarizing with patriotic and international traditions of the people of the USSR, and also development of abilities in a foreign language communication with representatives of other culture.
According to teachers of that time activity of clubs of international friendship was very effective for formation of skills international communication. Moreover, the organization and carrying out extracurricular activity is necessary for strengthening of the educational component of readiness which was taught during curricular activity, and formation psychological component. In other words, activity of clubs of international friendship promoted formation internal and external conditions of readiness of the student for cross-cultural communication.

So, the carried-out analysis showed that the purposeful organization of out-of-class activity became a significant step in practice of formation of readiness of students of not language domestic higher education institutions for cross-cultural communication in the second half of the XX century. This activity was carried out in the specialized systematized, planned, purposeful circles and clubs of international friendship under the constant guide of the chairman of club. The main accent during extracurricular activity was directed on formation of a necessary psychological spirit and fixing of the educational component of readiness which was taught during classroom activity. As a result of club activity favorable multicultural educational space within educational institution was forming which served as "the training ground" for the purpose of training of students for international communication and development of necessary qualities for overcoming of cross-cultural barriers and formation of readiness for cross-cultural communication. Only in such space transition from ethnocentric type of perception (denial of various cultures, protection of own cultural superiority, minimization of distinctions) to ethno-relative was possible (acceptance of existence of cross-cultural distinctions, adaptation to new culture, integration into native and new culture). According to A.Ya. Danilyuk, this is the demanded result and the necessary quality of readiness for cross-cultural communication [9].

The historical and pedagogical experience of the organization and carrying out club activity testifies to its enormous practical potential for formation of readiness of students for cross-cultural communication today.
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