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Activities of the Priamursk district administration of the Russian Red Cross society for assistance to the population (1855 – 1916)

The article is devoted to the questions of activity of the Priamursk district administration of the Russian society of the Red Cross. Its structure, personnel, financial sources are shown. The role of the Priamursk committee of the Russian society of the Red Cross on assistance to the needing population in a peace time is revealed, and also the attention to the work of society in military years is paid, to creation of the Aleksandro-Ksenyevka and Blagoveshchensk Vladivostok communities of sisters of RSRC. Such forms of work, as: preparation of nursing staff; opening of medical institutions, almshouses; organization of collecting donations, etc. are considered. On the basis of archival sources material about activity of the Priamursk district administration of the Russian society of the Red Cross in the days of Russian-Japanese and World War I is most widely presented. In the war zones the overland hospital was developed, the landmark infirmary of the Red Cross is organized and sent to the Western front, the points of shelter and rest, medical and nutritious points are equipped, in Harbin and Mukden dental surgeries are open. One of the most difficult tasks which are carried out in the years of Russian-Japanese war – evacuation of patients and wounded was solved.
Статья посвящена вопросам деятельности Приамурского окружного управления Российского общества Красного Креста. Показаны его структура, кадровый корпус, финансовые источники. Раскрыта роль Приамурского комитета Российского общества Красного Креста по оказанию помощи нуждающемуся населению в мирное время, а также уделено внимание работе общества в военные годы, созданию Александро-Ксеньевской и Благовещенской Владивостокской общин сестёр РОКК. Рассмотрены такие формы работы, как: подготовка сестринского персонала; открытие медицинских учреждений, богаделен; организация сбора пожертвований и др. На основе архивных источников наиболее широко представлен материал о деятельности Приамурского окружного управления Российского общества Красного Креста в годы Русско-Японской и Первой мировой войн. В районах военных действий были развернуты сухопутные госпитали, организован и отправлен на Западный фронт этапный лазарет Красного Креста, обустроены пункты приюта и отдыха, врачебно-питательные пункты, в Харбине и Мукдене открыты зубоврачебные кабинеты. Была решена одна из самых трудных задач, осуществленных в годы Русско-Японской войны, – эвакуация больных и раненых.
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Russia was one of the first countries where the society of the Red Cross was created. Today it is one of the most powerful and socially significant charitable societies in the world.

The Red Cross society has old and rich story. It began the activity from the Krestovozdvizhensk community of sisters of mercy founded in September, 1855. It was the first not only in Russia, but also in Europe the military community which put the task service to the wounded soldiers during the Crimean war. Since 1876 it received the name of the Russian society of the Red Cross (further – RSRC), and the help to the patients and wounded not only at the front, but also in the back, in a military and peace time became one of its tasks. 

For the more effective work the society was subdivided into a large number of almost independent local institutions which were located on the all space of Russia to both the European, and Asian parts. These institutions were closely connected among themselves, had common goals and the charter. The explanation of such structure of the society should be looked for, first, in its military and similar activity, secondly, in the foreign policy of Russia, thirdly, for the society. The Red Cross society developed and made out with relative speed, its structure allowed develop the work on treatment and care of wounded in the conditions of conducting military operations, and also to give (as soon as possible) feasible help to their families. 

The district and local administrations were established with the permission of the governor general or the governors if the real number of their members exceeded 30 people. Local committees opened according to the petitions of the local administrations and with the consent of governors when the number of members reached 5. These committees determined the number of members of the administration, choosing from the circle of the chairman or the chairwoman. General meetings of the Red Cross society consisted of the members of this society – honorable and valid philanthropists – and took place under the leadership of the chairman of the head department or taking up his place [1, p. 158].
Over time the duty was entrusted to the head department and local institutions of the society "… to render in a peace time, in process of means and opportunities, help to the victims of public disasters", and by the beginning of the XX century in the society were about 460 institutions which especially actively proved in the conditions of the Russian-Japanese and the World War I [2, p. 237]. 

In the 70th of the XIX century in the Priamursk general governorship the Priamursk committee of the Russian society of the Red Cross was created. The district administration of the Russian society of the Red Cross was in Khabarovsk, the offices were available in Vladivostok, Nikolsk-Ussuriisk and Blagoveshchensk. The largest office in the Priamursk general governorship was in Vladivostok, its capital totaled 20000 rub.
By the District administration in Khabarovsk there were the Aleksandro-Ksenyevsk community of sisters of mercy and the hospital which was opened on June 2, 1896 by the Chairman of community Aleksandr Sheydeman was appointed. During 1908 - 1916 the number of sisters increased with 62 to 77 people due to the training of schoolgirls and the arrival from communities of the European part of Russia and Siberia. In the years of the World War I more than 50 sisters constantly were in a battlefield [3]. The organization existed on the membership dues and donations, receipts from the paid patients, and also on the income from the massage of ambulatory patients which was done by the sisters. Fixed capital was transferred on the books of a savings bank from the Head department of the Red Cross society, from the conducting of celebrations and performances, and also from the casual receipts. In the community of sisters female persons of all Christian religions from 20 to 40 years, able to read, write well, having good health, both maidens, and childless widows or widows whose children are provided with the state contents were taken. To the sisters community provided the room, livelihood and clothes. Examinees were accustomed to the care of patients in the out-patient clinic which is by the community (before establishment in Khabarovsk of the own hospital) and in a military semi-hospital. Service in a community was gratuitous, but the sisters had food, clothes, footwear, linen, they were provided with accommodation for accommodation and could receive an allowance for necessary and transport expenses. After 5 years of "diligent and useful service" the sister received the silver gilded cross with an inscription on one party "Mercy", and on another – "The Aleksandro-Ksenyevsk community" for carrying on a breast on a green tape, and, the sister swore in a church to continue service until health allows. By an exit from a community the cross was taken away forever.
By the community there was an out-patient clinic in which poor of any age and gender used medical care, having these or those diseases. Reception of the patients happened in certain time, and, the free medical grant was given by it and drugs from a city drugstore at the reduced price were sold. In 1895 the Priamursk district administration of the Red Cross society in Khabarovsk was opened the Aleksandro-Ksenyevsk almshouse which honorable trustee was the Priamursk governor-general S. M. Dukhovskoy [4, p. 5]. Donations of the grand duke Aleksandr Mikhailovich were the fixed financial means used on the construction of almshouse. In the Aleksandro-Ksenyevsk almshouse the veterans (on an old age or mutilation) if there was a vacancy were taken. Drinking, deprived of mind, having infectious diseases and written out from other almshouses for bad behavior weren't taken. To place in an almshouse of the new disabled person, his relatives, colleagues or police addressed personally to the governor general, he considered merits of the disabled person and possibility of his taking [5]. All veterans received free food, out-patient and hospital service, also for them washing of linen and baking of rolls was carried out.

Only for 1907 medical institutions of the Community of sisters of mercy were visited by 4318 outpatients. From them paid help was given to 2217 people, free – to 2101 patients. Besides, the coupons paid by the Red Cross were given for free acquisition of drugs in the drugstores, smallpox inoculations were made [6]. In 1909 N. N. Martos [7] becomes the trustee of a community.
The Red Cross society special leaves on which the sisters of mercy were recalled on collecting donations were given. Big collecting arrived from the conducting of festivities and performances. 

In 1870 (or 1871) the Blagoveshchensk administration of the Red Cross society was created. Much later, in 1895, the Blagoveshchensk community of sisters of mercy of RSRC was created. In 1896 this community organized special out-patient clinic, and later, in 1899, – hospital. The help in it was received by both adults, and children, and, in an out-patient clinic is free, and in a hospital the payment for treatment was differentiated: the poor were treated free of charge, rich paid from 1 to 3 rub [8, p. 43].

From July 1 to September 25, 1904 in Blagoveshchensk the temporary infirmary of the Red Cross worked. Institution capacity for those times was big (patients spent 6444 days, 346 people are hospitalized, the patient was in infirmary of 18 days). In 1912 in the Blagoveshchensk community of sisters of mercy consisted of 12 sisters and 8 examinees [9]. 

Long time the question of opening in Vladivostok of the Community of sisters of mercy what required significant increase in the medical personnel which deficiency was felt constantly was resolved. For the purpose of collecting money on construction of the Vladivostok community fancy-dress party which gave 1113 rub and 94 kopeks of net profit [10] was given on January 29, 1900. Chasseur Balatov gave on August 1, 1902 100000 rub on creation in Vladivostok of the Community of sisters of mercy and a surgical clinic by it, about what the report to the Empress Maria Fyodorovna was made.
In 1903 in N.M. Chichagov’s (military gubernator of Primorsk district) report to the Priamursk governor general was noted that in Vladivostok are founded a temporary community on 6 sisters and a surgical clinic on 10 patients with an expense on construction of 38600 rub, on the equipment of operational and sterilizing rooms – 1200 rub., on purchase of furniture and linen – 4295 rub. (total 44095 rub) [11]. The constant Vladivostok Community of sisters of mercy was created only in 1914. In the funds of archives the circulars sent from the Head department of the Red Cross by the Priamursk governor general about the need of organization of collecting money donations, materials, different supplies and things meet [12].

The Red Cross society was also engaged in the organization of medical supervision over the prostitutes. In 1906 only on one Protodyakonovskaya Street in the center of Khabarovsk about ten Japanese and Russian brothels were located. Activity of these institutions needed to be put under the medical and police control for suppression of distribution of venereal diseases among the military personnel. In Vladivostok the clinic on forty beds for treatment of venereal diseases on which contents it was raised 8 rub from each woman standing on the account was created. 

The Red Cross society also gave money for creation in the region of the societies of doctors. For example, on creation of the Society of doctors of the Southern-Ussuriysk territory 2400 rub were given [13].

The fight against alcoholism and vagrancy was one of the directions in the activity of charitable societies operated on the special bases. In Khabarovsk, Blagoveshchensk, Vladivostok dosshouse houses which were always crowded in the winter worked, and in the summer the lodgers left for seasonal works. Medical examinations made by the doctors and sisters of the Red Cross were conducted in the doss houses, cheap dining rooms worked, reading preventive lectures about the harm of alcoholism was carried out.
Due to the Russian-Japanese war the range of activity of RSRC in the Far East significantly extended. The main tasks became assistance to the wounded in the war zones and their evacuation. From the Report of the Head department of the Russian Red Cross on an expenditure of means in the Far East for July 14, 1904 it is known that 1032621 rub and 23 kopeks, generally are spent for the creation of infirmaries of the Red Cross for reception of wounded [14].

In 1904 - 1905 the community sent to the front 50 sisters. In total for assistance to the wounded in the Russian-Japanese war into the account of the Head department by November 1, 1905 donations made 15199919 rub 3 kopeks, target money from cable, passport and railway collecting – 1422035 rub 83 kopeks, from the Head quartermaster department according to the contents in infirmaries – 3283175 rub, subsidies of the government – 3750000 rub. (total: 23655128 rub 51 kopeks) [15]. In 1906 the Head department of RSRC decided to approve a constant warehouse of the Red Cross for the equipment of 2000 beds [16].

Many sisters of mercy served in the remote hospitals at garrisons. From the command of military formations grateful reviews of the work of sisters came, complaints were only on the shortage of nursing staff, many remote outposts waited for the sisters of mercy for months. In the first decade of the XX century local military infirmaries weren't fully completed by the staff. Vacancies of medical personnel in 1908 made 49%, and in 1910 – 25%, this positive dynamics indicates the vigorous measures taken by the Ministry of defence and the Chief military health inspector. For providing the infirmaries with drugs in 1910 there was only one pharmaceutical warehouse in Khabarovsk [17].
In the years of Russian-Japanese war at the initiative of the Khabarovsk ladies' circle the infirmary is created. Members of a circle on the raised funds contained 20 beds for the wounded of lower ranks. By the order of the general from an infantry N. P. Linevich the infirmary was expanded to 40 beds which contents was provided with the military department. To the opening of an infirmary, on October 17, 1904, 30 more beds on the means of RSRC were organized, that is their total number reached 70. Since January 15, 1905, after the Mukden battle, in view of the arrival of a large number of wounded the infirmary was expanded to 180 beds. 404 people got treatment in total in the infirmary, is written out to the troop – 272 people, are given to the medical institutions – 38 people [18].

The infirmary of the Khabarovsk ladies' circle was located in the building of Pushkin people's house in which were repaired old and new furnaces are put. The room consisted of 4 chambers for the patients, in the cellar there were kitchen, vat, rooms for sisters, dressing, operational and the room for the doctor. The conditions were satisfactory, washing of patients took place in the next bath, sleeping mattresses jammed with a sea grass, to everyone towels and handkerchiefs were given. Patients were provided with four times food, in the evenings sisters volunteers read to the patients books, there was a small library for patients. 

In the years of Russian-Japanese war expenses of the Russian Red Cross in all institutions working under the flag of the Red Cross exceeded 50 million rubles. To imagine as intense was the activity of the Red Cross for the past war, it is enough to specify that, besides the bandaging made by the flying groups, besides the mass fed on the medical and nutritious points of soldiers and officers, the number of the hospital days spent in infirmaries and evacuation trains made 6143125 [19, p. 117].
Perfectly equipped 57 overland hospitals sent to the Far East could be developed on a large number of beds, and also break into small infirmaries on 50, 25, and even 10 beds. To Lyaoyansk battle the Red Cross disposed 5100 beds, by the time of fight at Shakhe – 5591 bed, to Mukden battle – 8500 places, and, during the last battle 28000 wounded were taken and during the fight at Shakhe – 22000, and fed in the first of them – 140000 people, in the second – 70000 people [20].

Besides rendering medical assistance, not smaller value had the establishment of the points of shelter and rest. In such medical and nutritious points over 130 thousand persons were fed from January 27, 1904 to January 22, 1905. For prevention of epidemic diseases in the Far East were formed 2 bacteriological and 8 disinfection groups [21, p. 117]. In view of absence of the dental surgery help in the war zone the Red Cross opened in Harbin and Mukden dental surgeries.

Evacuation of the ill and wounded was one of the most difficult tasks which are carried out by the Red Cross in the years of Russian-Japanese war. The commodity cars adapted by the Red Cross which received the name teplushechnykh were for this purpose used. From January 27, 1904 to October 1, 1905 in the Red Cross trains 417 officers and 115894 of lower ranks were transported, the number of the days spent by the patients made 851585. Evacuation was carried out and on rivers, RSRC was equipped with barges which were used as floating hospital later. In the Far East the warehouses for supply of hospitals and other institutions of the Red Cross were constructed. For the organization of this matter the Council of warehouses was founded [22].

In July, 1908 from the Head department of the Red Cross with inspection check in Blagoveshchensk, Khabarovsk, Vladivostok and Harbin the honorary member of RSRC, the general P.F. Rerberg was sent. In his report it was noted that the commission gave a positive evaluation to the activity of Priamursk district office of RSRC, and following the results of the check by the Head department of RSRC the decision to satisfy financial requests of the Priamursk committee was made.
In assistance to the wounded and crippled soldiers in the years of the World War I Priamursk society of the Red Cross worked with the created in 1914 by the Priamursk committee on assistance to the wounded, ill and crippled soldiers and their families under the chairmanship of Margarita Mechislavovna Gondatti. The money raised together appeared enough that in 1914 – 1915 to equip the landmark infirmary on the Western front which provided urgent medical care to the wounded arriving from the places of military operations. At the end of March, 1915 thew news came from the capital that the infirmary was seized by Germans, but the personal personnel didn't throw hard wounded and remained with them. The Priamursk committee made the decision to organize new landmark infirmary which in May, 1915 began the activity.

On donations of the Far-Easterners the Priamursk committee created the Priamursk advance sanitary group which was engaged in evacuation of the wounded from a battlefield, rendering first aid to them and their delivery to the nearest landmark infirmary in November, 1914. The Far-Eastern group operated on the Caucasian front. By April, 1915 it took out from a battlefield more than 1600 wounded [23, p. 144]. 

As well as in the first two years of the World War I, the Khabarovsk community in 1916 continued the activities for preparation of the female sanitary personnel for the care of patients and wounded soldiers. In addition to those sisters who already were in a zone of military operations since the beginning of war, the Khabarovsk community sent twenty more sisters to the Kiev reserve. By an example of the last years by the community the courses on training of substitute sisters of the Red Cross of wartime continued its functioning [24].
In 1914 the Priamursk committee of the Red Cross declared the collecting of donations for wounded and sick soldiers and their families. The days of sewing were conducting. In production of the necessary things the inhabitants of Khabarovsk took actively part. Merchants endowed the materials for sewing, threads, needles, sewing machines. Sisters of mercy participated in collecting donations in favor of the wounded soldiers, took things as donations, money, cup collecting in the shops and the churches was carried out.

Active support was given to the wives and families of the mobilized for the front. The municipal government gave out a fodder allowance, the most needing – special grants from charitable establishments. The children who remained orphans were taken in a shelter "Day nursery", and a part of wives with children at will went at a public expense home to the European part of Russia for reunion with a family. 

In the years of wars and the international conflicts in the Far East sanitary trains went from Harbin to Irkutsk, on the places district committees in which the work on preparation of linen, clothes, medicines was performed were created, money and things from individuals came there [25]. 

Thus, at the beginning of the XX century, the Far-Eastern divisions of the Russian Red Cross played huge role in the organization of the social help to different categories of the population. Relying on the support of society, they assumed the solution of many problems, as well in what the government institutions had to be engaged.
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