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Migratory processes in the Khabarovsk territory

In the article the geography of migratory processes in the Khabarovsk territory is considered, its role in the change of population size and the age structure are analyzed, the effectiveness of migration interaction with the subjects of the Russian Federation and CIS countries is shown. 

В статье рассматривается география миграционных процессов в Хабаровском крае, анализируется их роль в изменении численности и возрастной структуры населения, показывается результативность миграционных взаимодействий с субъектами Российской Федерации и странами СНГ.
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The Khabarovsk territory is a unique and strategically important part of Russia - one of the fastest growing areas of the Far-Eastern Federal District with high potential for further development. Like the whole Far-Eastern territory, this region addresses major state economic issues. In this regard, one of the main directions of further development here is to form stable population. Population size, in fact, makes a difference (“makes weather”) for stable socio-economic development. In the post-Soviet period, fine “weather” was followed by a “storm”: birthrate declined, mortality increased, migration outflow remains unchanged, which ultimately leads to destruction of the demographic and labor potential.

After 1991 - (1,619.7 thousand people), population size in the Khabarovsk territory by the beginning of 2014 decreased by 279.8 thousand people (17.3 %). It was due to both factors - natural population decline and out-migration. However, it should be noted that in 2012 - 2013, by measures to support families and the social sector as a whole in the Khabarovsk territory, a favorable demographic situation was formed in natural movement of the population: in 2012 natural population increase made up 139 people, in 2013 - 619 people. However, population size in the Khabarovsk territory keeps a tendency for steady reduction due to migration outflow. By the results of the population census in 2010, in fact for three years (2011 - 2013), population size in the territory decreased by 4,903 people (-0.4 %). This is not the poorest indicator as compared to the Far-Eastern Federal District as a whole (-1.1%) and other entities of the district. But the problem is that outflow of the population cannot be stopped yet. The situation with mass migration in the Khabarovsk territory remains troublesome. Thus, over 2011 – 2013, the share of migration in the overall decline in the population size made up 1,664 people (33.9 %). This figure includes fixed-term migrants who are actually not a basic source for forming stable population, and thus it appears that exclusive of the above category of migrants, it would be greater. The fact of temporary migrants influencing the population dynamics indicator can be traced by the 2011 example. The Khabarovsk territory, taking into account temporary migrants in 2011 had positive net migration of 1,842 people, or 9.5 people departed per 10 people arrived. And with temporary migrants being excluded, the migration gain becomes negative (-2,761 pers.), and per 10 arrivals there are 11.2 departures. Migration gain with the account of temporary migrants is positive per 1,000 population (+1.4), and if these calculations are made by previously existing methods, we obtain the figure with a negative value (-2.1).

The growing number of arrivals in the Khabarovsk territory (including temporary migrants) lags behind the increase in the number of departures. Thus, in 2013 the number of arrivals exceeded such number in 2011 by 44.2 %, and the number of departures – by 59.1 %. The result is negative migration balance. In 2012, out-migration of the population was 531 people, and in 2013 – 2,975 people. [3;9. P.16].Who loses the territory in out-migration? In 2012, the departures outside the Khabarovsk territory included 77.3 % of working-age population; in 2013 -already 78.8 %. Likewise, people below working age made up 13.2% and 12.6 %, respectively [3; 9. P. 22]. However, it is worth noting that in the general negative balance of migration the share of working-age population accounts for only 4.9 %, while the share of those under working age, who are further to replace those employed in the public economy make up 40.1% (Table 1). Hence, the Khabarovsk territory loses in the migration flows its own future labor potential.

Table1
Distribution of migrants in the Khabarovsk territory
at the age in 2013
	Migration Flows
	Migrant Age Groups

	
	Under Working Age
	Working Age
	Above Working Age

	
	Persons
	%
	Persons
	%
	Persons
	%

	Arrivals, total 57,256 pers. – 100%
	6,426
	11.2
	47,313
	82.6
	3,517
	6.2

	Departures, total 60,231 pers.– 100 %
	7,618
	12.6
	47,460
	78.8
	5,153
	8.6

	Migration balance, total 2,975 pers. – 100%
	-1,192
	-40.1%
	-147
	-5.0
	-1,636
	-55.0


Source: 3

According to calculations, persons of working age by the end of 2015 in the Khabarovsk territory will be fewer than in 2013 by 0.7 thousand people ( 0.1 %) ; by the end of 2030 -  fewer by 74.8 thousand (9.0 %). The contingent of those under working age, due to improvement in natural reproduction of the population, by the end of 2015 will increase by 27.0 thousand people (12.3%), but then - by the end of 2030 will decline by 11.1 thousand people (5.0%). At the same time, the category of population above working age will increase by 18.7 thousand people (6.5%) by the end of 2015 and increase by 50.3 thousand people (17.5%) by the end of 2030. It is natural that such situation will lead to an increase of the dependency ratio (the number of unemployable per 1,000 persons of working-age population) by mean scenario up to 645 people in 2015 ( 288 people under working age and 357 people above working age) and up to 721 people by the end of 2030. As of 01.01.2012, this ratio is 590 people per 1,000 people of working age [ 11. P. 62, 71, 80, 114, 116, 117, 119, 17. P. 40 ] (Table 2) .

Table 2
Dependency Ratio

(beginning of the year, persons)
	
	2012
	2015 *
	2026  *
	2031 *

	Russian Federation
	734
	720
	824
	818

	Far-Eastern Federal District
	595
	652
	743
	728

	the Khabarovsk territory
	590
	645
	730
	721


* mean scenario
The most preferred centers of attraction in Russia for those leaving the Khabarovsk territory are the Central, North- Western and Southern federal districts, which receive major part of the territory’s residents that are involved in migration exchange with other Russia’s regions: 2011 - 65.9%, 2012 - 66.5%, 2013 - 71.2%. The above data indicate the ever-increasing attraction of these regions. In this case, within the Central Federal District those preferred are Moscow and the Moscow region (59.8 % of the arrived from the Khabarovsk territory in the CFD in 2013); within the North-Western Federal District - Saint Petersburg is preferred - 69.2 %; within the Southern Federal District migrants from the Khabarovsk territory head for the Krasnodar territory - 82.2% .  In 2013, within population exchange with Russian Federation constituents as a whole, the efficiency of migration was 20.7 departures per 10 arrivals (in 2012 - 19.6 pers.), then with the Central Federal District this indicator was 25.2 departures (in 2012 - 28.3 pers.); with the North-Western Federal District - 33.7 departures (in 2012 - 29.7 pers.); with the Southern Federal District - 45.1 departures (37.5 people). [3; 9. P.18 ] (Table 3).

Table 3

Migration Interaction of the Khabarovsk territory
with the Russia’s Federal Districts (persons)
	Territory
	Number of Arrivals
	Number of Departures
	Efficiency 
of Migration*

	
	2012 
	2013 
	2012 
	2013 
	2012 
	2013 

	the Khabarovsk territory
	7,916
	8,718
	15,542
	18,018
	19.6
	20.7

	Central Federal District
	1,515
	1,831
	4,288
	4,622
	28.3
	25.2

	North-Western Federal District
	737
	938
	2,187
	3,158
	29.7
	33.7

	Southern Federal District
	1,030
	1,119
	3,860
	5,046
	37.5
	45.1

	North-Caucasian Federal District
	461
	451
	355
	386
	7.7
	8.6

	Volga Federal District
	1,001
	1,104
	1,519
	1,473
	15.2
	13.3

	Urals Federal District
	487
	432
	641
	647
	13.2
	15.0

	Siberian Federal District
	2,685
	2,843
	2,692
	2,686
	10.0
	9.4


*Number of departures per 10 arrivals
Almost mutually exclusive (approximately equal proportion between arrivals and departures) are migration flows observed in the last two years with the Siberian Federal District, and a small migration gain the Khabarovsk territory received from the North- Caucasian Federal District.

The amount of negative demographic effects is determined by the change in the role and attraction in terms of living standards and amenities of the regions corresponding with the Russian Far East’s. Therefore, the migration situation with a significant negative effect is caused by inequality of the regions in socio – economic conditions, that is, inequality is the destructive force that affects stability of the population in the region.

The results of research conducted by the agency News Effector together with the Fund “Russian Regions” have shown that only 28% of respondents in Khabarovsk , 13% in Komsomolsk-on-the Amur” are satisfied with their financial situation (to compare: such indicator in Vladivostok is 21% , Petropavlovsk- Kamchatsky - 23%) [14]. It follows that to retain and attract working population in order to provide national economy with labor resources it is extremely important to enhance the role and value of cash income (real and nominal).

Russian President Vladimir Putin, presenting the development strategy of Russia until 2020, also said, “We need to ensure that all citizens of our country, using their knowledge and skills, and where necessary - help from the state , have the opportunity to get a quality education, maintain their health , buy a home , get a decent income”[2] . It is clear that to attain this it is necessary to reduce to a reasonable extent the difference in income between the regions and between the rich and the poor.

Meanwhile, already in January 2013 we are again faced by impolite truth: while buying food, you need to pay in Khabarovsk 96 rubles more; costs of housing and utilities services during the same period increased by 329 rubles. To compare, in Moscow price for food increased by 47.7 rubles, and no rise in prices of housing and utilities services is observed. While throughout the country over January 2013 prices grew by 1.7 %, then in Khabarovsk - by 5.4%, in Moscow - by 0.9%. In March 2013, food prices in Khabarovsk rose another 9.5 rubles. In general, during the 1st quarter of 2013 (January-March) prices in Khabarovsk increased by 5.7 %, in Moscow - 4.1%, the official data being 1.9% [1; 6].

To expect that the migration flow will suddenly turn toward harsh climatic conditions, different from migrants’ places of departure, with a reduced level of material and cultural security, is unfounded. People do not want to wait until 2030 - 2050, when here comfortable living conditions are promised.

While in the population exchange with the Russian Federation constituent entities as a whole, the Khabarovsk territory loses population, within the limits of the Far-Eastern Federal District it is the most attractive area: inflow of population from Far-Eastern entities to the Khabarovsk territory is bigger than outflow. Migration flows from Far-Eastern constituent entities prevail in the general structure of migration flows that head for the territory. Of the total number of arrivals in 2013 from all territories of the Russian Federation, the share of migrants who arrived in the Khabarovsk territory from RF Far-Eastern entities accounts for 64.6%. The Far-Eastern region also leads in the structure of departures from the Khabarovsk territory, but the share of outflow is twice as low and makes up 33.9 %. In the general migration situation the Khabarovsk territory has a negative balance, while in the population exchange with Far-Eastern territories there is an increase due to migration, although the efficiency of such exchange (5.8 :10,0 ) is by far not equivalent by individual Far-Eastern entities (Table 4) .

Table 4
Migration Interaction of the Khabarovsk territory
with the RF Far-Eastern Entities in 2013 (persons)

	Territory
	Number of Arrivals
	Number of Departures
	Efficiency of Migration*

	Khabarovsk territory
	15,912
	9,250
	5.8

	Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)
	1,042
	511
	4.9

	Kamchatka territory
	504
	365
	7.2

	Primorsky territory
	5,818
	3,775
	6.5

	Amur region
	3,443
	1,660
	4.8

	Magadan region
	253
	181
	7.2

	Sakhalin region
	2,189
	1,293
	5.9

	Jewish Autonomous region
	2,522
	1,377
	5.5

	Chukotka Autonomous District
	141
	88
	6.2


* Number of departures per 10 arrivals
The given data show that the highest efficiency of migration interaction of the Khabarovsk territory is observed with the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) and Amur Oblast, the lowest – with the Kamchatka territory and the Magadan region (7.2 :10 ) . Among the Far-Eastern subjects one can single out the Primorsky territory, from where come the most (36.6% of the total Far-Eastern flow), but to where the majority (40.8 %) also leaves from the Khabarovsk territory, if prefer to remain in the Far East. Actually, the Primorsky territory is the Khabarovsk territory’s competitor in attracting migrants. For example, within migration flows to Primorye from the Far-Eastern constituent entities in 2011 the share of migrants from the Khabarovsk territory made up 37.4%, in 2012 already 45.1%, that is, an increase in the flow is observed. However, as to departures from Primorye to the Khabarovsk territory, a decrease in migration flows is noted - 18.3% in 2011, 17.2% in 2012. For the Khabarovsk territory, the efficiency of migration interaction of Primorye decreases. While in 2011 there were 14.4 arrivals per 10 departures from Primorye to the Khabarovsk territory, in 2012 - 8.9 arrivals, and in 2013 only 6.5 people.[3; 8. P. 20 ].

 When it comes to the structure of migration flows with countries of the Near Abroad, the leader until the 1990s was Ukraine, both by the number of arrivals in the Khabarovsk territory, and the number of departures in the opposite direction. So, for example, in 1994 the share of Ukraine in the migration flow coming from CIS and Baltic countries was 36.4%, and its share in the flow of departures was 55.6% (as a whole throughout the Far East - 44.5% and 62.0%, respectively). In 2001, the number of arrivals in the Khabarovsk territory from Ukraine in the migration interaction with CIS and Baltic countries decreased to 11.7 % (across the Far East - to 12.2 %). In 2013, the share of migrants arriving to the Khabarovsk territory from Ukraine in the migration flow from CIS and the Baltic countries increased slightly (made up 12.6 %) with the quantitative growth of 33.9% (298 pers. in 2001 and 399 pers. in 2013)[3; 4. P. 408, 409, 414, 415; 15. P.45, 48]. However, the Ukrainian flow, although having a positive migration balance (in 2013 - 106 people - 10.2% of the total migration growth in Khabarovsk Krai at the expense of CIS countries), currently by volume and efficiency is smaller than the movement of migrants from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and Armenia , which provide 76.1 % of the total migration gain from CIS countries. Conspicuous is migration interaction with Kazakhstan, with which the efficiency of exchange is high (2.6 departures per 10 arrivals) (Table 5).

Table 5
Migration Flows with CIS Countries (persons)
	Territory
	Number of Arrivals
	Number of Departures
	Efficiency of Migration*

	
	2012
	2013
	2012
	2013
	2012
	2013

	Khabarovsk territory
	3,015
	3,165
	1,182
	2,125
	3.9
	6.7

	Ukraine
	404
	399
	285
	293
	7.1
	7.3

	Belarus
	44
	44
	73
	68
	16.6
	15.5

	Uzbekistan
	880
	977
	298
	743
	3.4
	7.6

	Kazakhstan
	115
	157
	29
	41
	2.5
	2.6

	Azerbaijan
	134
	153
	88
	70
	6.6
	4.6

	Republic 

of Moldova
	43
	40
	19
	8
	4.4
	2.0

	Kyrgyzstan
	479
	354
	189
	419
	3.9
	11.8

	Tajikistan
	513
	614
	128
	247
	2.5
	4.0

	Armenia
	399
	426
	70
	236
	1.8
	5.5

	Turkmenistan
	4
	1
	3
	-
	7.5
	0.0


*Number of departures per 10 arrivals
The Khabarovsk territory is characterized by high and ever increasing in volume internal migration flows. In 2001, within the territory the migratory movements embraced 13.0 thousand people, in 2011 - 19.5 thousand people, in 2012 - 25.0 thousand people and in 2013 - 26.6 thousand people [3 ; 9. P.16; 15. P. 32]. Taking into account the territory’s internal movement and external migration and natural reproduction, only a few territories benefit in the territory. Thus, in 2012 ,with albeit slight decrease in population in the territory (99.97% as of 01.01.2013 relative to 01.01.2012) the number of residents increased 1.4% in Khabarovsk alone, 1.9% in the Komsomolsk district, and 0.02% in the Khabarovsk District. Quite a notable decrease in the population in 2012 was observed in the Northern territories: the Ayano - Maisky district reduced the number of its residents by 3.7% (as of 01.01.2014, the district numbers 2,053 people in total); the Nikolaevsk district –by 2.1% (including Nikolaevsk-on- the Amur - by 2.5% , and the rural population – by 3.1% ); the Okhotsk district – by 3.7% ; the Tuguro - Chumikan district – by 3.7% ( as of 01.01. 2014 the district numbers 2,036 people in total); the Ulchi district – by 2.4% [3 ; 12. P. 20, 44 - 46, 56, 57]. This situation is determined by migration motivation, which is based on satisfaction with the socio-economic situation. It should be noted that the rise in prices in the northern areas of the territory exceeds all reasonable limits. For example, in the Sovetskaya- Gavan district the Chinese winter apples in the winter of 2013 cost 60 rubles per kilogram, in the winter of 2014 - 85 rubles and more; the price of pears rose to 265 rubles. In the Okhotsk district a kilogram of cabbage in winter costs 258 rubles, beet - 275 rubles, carrots - 326 rubles, the price of cucumbers comes to 440 rubles per kilogram. The price of bread here has not changed since 2009, but it is 76 rubles per kilogram [5; 7; 13].

It is obvious that the act of relocation is conditioned subjectively, and is based on whether living conditions are favorable (it means comfortable living on the territory and conditions of work and leisure, etc.). One cannot but agree that migration is not optimal where there is no coordination between the interests of the individual and society.

The Khabarovsk territory accepts forced migrants. Their flows are rather small. Since the beginning of registration (from 1 July 1992) and as of 01.01.2012, the territory has registered 50 of them, 26.3 % of their total number in the Far East. Per 100 thousand permanent population in the territory the share of forced migrants is 3.7%, including 3.4% in urban and 5.3% in rural areas. These figures are higher than in the Far-Eastern Federal District as a whole, except for its urban areas (3.0%, 3.4 % and 1.8 %, respectively) [ 16. P. 139]. The main part of forced migrants arrived from Kazakhstan ( 32.0% ), Uzbekistan ( 32.0% ) , Kyrgyzstan (18.0 % ), Tajikistan ( 8.0% ) [9. P. 59].

To optimize migration processes is impossible without addressing issues of eliminating disparity in the socio-economic development of the territories. Ways to address these problems are put forward at different levels [10 . P. 83]. The issue of migration – “On how to form mechanisms to stimulate migration policies and  create conditions for retaining the population” was considered as well at  the Presidium of the Coordinating Council for Social Policy of the Interregional Association of Economic Cooperation between the Russian Federation Constituent Entities “ The Russian Far East and Trans-Baikal” on August 20, 2012 . Its decision states the need to develop and implement a coherent, long-term, comprehensive state policy in demographic, migration and social spheres, which would aim to prevent further population decline in the entities of the Russian Far East. But the effectiveness of the results so far is minimal.

Meanwhile, it is an indisputable fact that the successful migration policy in modern conditions is an essential factor in strengthening the Russia's geopolitical situation in its Far East, which now has its own strengths and weaknesses.
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