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Сorrelation between the self-identification of young people and their life strategies
This article represents the theoretical analysis of correlation between self-identification of the person and the life strategies, which was based on the results of sociological researches made in the different subjects of Russian Federation. The concepts are given to «Self-identification of youth» and «life strategies of young people». Also the author's idea on the correlation of self-identification and life strategies was represented in this article with the scheme added of direct relationship between the categories described above. Additionally, the originality of this article is that the author made it possible to represent his own view of typology of the life strategies, to systemize its plurality and to reveal this concept through its vectors. 
В статье представлен теоретический анализ взаимосвязи самоидентификации личности и ее жизненных стратегий, основанный на результатах социологических исследований, проведенных в различных субъектах Российской Федерации. Даны определения понятиям «самоидентификация молодежи» и «жизненные стратегии молодых людей». Авторский подход к вопросу связи самоидентификации и жизненных стратегий схематично изображен в виде прямой зависимости указанных категорий. Новизна статьи заключается в том, что автору удалось сформировать собственное видение типологии жизненных стратегий, систематизировать их множество и раскрыть данное понятие через его векторы.
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In the modern world with its high dynamics and process-ability it is hard to overrate the role of youth as a social group catching up with innovations and which is peculiar engine of society development. There is an engine which intermediately sets the direction of social development by making a choice of its strategies and actions. It is important to note that under the category of "youth" we mean the generation of people at the age from 14 to 30 who during the process of social experience got knowledge in different spheres of social surroundings and who are able to make a choice of life course and identification with "significant objects and subjects".
In the process of working on this problematic we researched methods of approach to the matter of self-identification of youth (V.A. Lukov [1, P. 218], V.T. Lisovskiy [2], I.M. Ilyinskiy [3, P. 22 – 42] and others) and formulated our own sociological definition of the given concept. Thus, under this concept we understand the subjective evaluation of perception by the young person (the group of young people) his appurtenance to the cultural, historical, national, territorial or other social entities, which have the dynamic nature and are being created and changed during the daily life under the influence of social institutes, and have a direct impact on the specificity of social activity and life strategies of young people. [4, P. 106 – 113]
On this basis we can say that self-identification of young people greatly influences the choice of life trajectory, life strategies, which are treated as the primary life line, chosen by each individual based on the understanding of entity, values and image of future, also on evaluation of own resources and potential. [5, P. 94] Concurrently we stress that directions of realization of life strategies among youth can be expressed in different ways, for example through education, family, career, moral values, migration and others.
We mention in passing that existence of life strategies is inherent to the person during the whole conscious life, and its significance for a large group as well as for individual consists in the point, that such approach to the vital activity can be a guarantee and a rate of responsible and conscious life attitude on its formative stage.
The main problem of life strategy reposes in finding of optimal use of own individuality. Also in this problem social behavior is counted as a factor and particular events regularly have a direct impact on it. Moreover the type of social thinking contributes to the overall picture of personal perception and interpretation of social reality, and all the acts of thinking and behaving somehow fit into the overall personality type. Accordingly the life strategy is being created in conformity with personality type, structural activity, the way of organizing the time, life-purpose orientation and etc. Consequently, the personality creates its own life, relying on individuality, which says that personal characteristics, [6, P. 70 – 73] personal perception of oneself, self-identification have the biggest influence on formation of life strategy.
We have to stress that according to the typology of Russian sociologist and philosopher Yu.М. Reznik, [7, P. 173 – 174] there are three basic life strategies of youth: life welfare, life success and family self-realization. D. Chebotareva also shares this viewpoint and distinguishes the following types of life strategies:
·  the strategy of life welfare and its consumption and saving forms, based on receptive or " acquisitive" activity;
· the strategy of life success, based on motivational activity, defined by the public recognition;
· the strategy of self-realization, characterized by the creative activity, which is focused on creation of new forms of life, regardless of their external recognition or non-recognition. [8]
According to the typology of behavior strategies O. Rudakov distinguished the models of life strategies among the modern college and university students. The essence of each contains in following: 
· to succeed in life (primary life strategy); 
· to become highly educated and polite person;
· to achieve material security; 

· to get an occupation; 

· to achieve a certain social status. [9]
It should be noted that according to the research made in the end of 2012 for Far Eastern students, besides vectors of behavior which were picked out by O. Rudakov, it is also typical to find the presence of migration strategies, expressed in the three following ways:
the first - to change their place of residence (To move to the different region of Russia (beyond The Far East of Russia) – 21.3% of the students living in the Jewish autonomous region, Kamchatka and the Khabarovsk territory, 12.4% of respondents wish to move to another country; 
the second - to stay on the territory of permanent residence (this position is shared by 17.2% of respondents. Such decision can be explained by patriotic sentiments, the presence of extensive social ties to the place of permanent residence or the lack of material and social opportunities for moving);

the third - undefined state ( 16.9 % of doubting youth).
At the same time, we emphasize that all life strategies in the consciousness of the individual lead to a specific goal - the desired state of "I" in the future, and in our opinion this precisely is the bulk of their relationship with self-identification. In another words the person through the internal dialogue determines the real state of who he is at the present time ( self-identification), then the person imagines the picture of his own state of "I" in the future and connects these states through the determining of own life strategies. It means that desired self-identification of individual determines his life strategies. Here is the scheme which represents this process (Scheme 1)
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Considering the life strategies of young generation as a dynamic system of perspective personal orientation, aimed at conscious changing and designing their future life in accordance with a definite plan V. Bukin [10, P. 51 – 55] thinks, that the future of Russia is dependent on the life aspirations and the worldviews of youth. Analyzing the results of the sociological  research named "Russian youth in the regions of "modest" income: what are your life possibilities?" and conducted among 1500 young people at the age of 16 to 30 in Republic of Mordovia, Penzenskaya and Ulyanovskaya regions, the scientist came to the point the main life aims for provincial youth are: to have reliable friends ( 94.5% of the category at the age of 16 to 26), raising good children (93%), the opportunity to live not worth than others ( 91.7%), to create a happy family (91.8%), to live a honest life (84.8% of the category at the age of 27 to 30). The majority of youth who were interviewed didn't have plans to become popular, to be connected with politics or to have their own business, also to become a rich person, to travel around the world and to make a career. According to the opinion of respondents the success in life depends on the sense of purpose and personal ambitions, influential connections, own abilities, hard work and help of friends and relatives. 
Talking about youth of Khabarovski krai we should stress that according to the researches [11] the following values are typical for them: health (65.8%), financially-secured life (51.1%), family happiness (48.9%), love (46.2%), interesting job (40.1%), to have good and reliable friends (36.2%). Also young citizens of Khabarovsk think that the quality of their own lives depends on their own actions (68.1% of respondents).
The empirical evidence from Dagestan and Belgorod colleagues shows that the religious factor plays a big role in self-identification and life strategies of youth there. It is typical for the territories with high level of religiosity, which determines identity, personal values and standards of behavior in society. The researches of scientists showed that depending on the level of social and economic development of the region and the cultural factor there is a significant degree of difference in the level of optimism about the future. Thus in the developed orthodox regions most of young people have adequate life ambitions with the internal hope for their realization, which is different from Muslim youth of Russia, who may have positive plans for their future, but pessimistic view on their realization (90% of respondents). Also they put the responsibility on Allah, their relatives and government for the realization of their life strategies. [12, P. 101 – 106]
The specialists of Belorechenskiy affiliate of Institute of economy and management in medicine and the social sphere concluded that the education of the person plays a big role in making plans for the future life. We also note that children who live in suburb areas usually are on the lower level of their education, than their coevals who live in the big cities. It can be caused by the series of objective and subjective circumstances, such as qualification of the teachers, financial and technical support of the educational institution and etc. [13, P. 102 – 108]
Accordingly to the information above, depending on the subject of federation, its cultural, religious, infrastructural components local youth make their life plans (life strategies) in conformity with their permanent residence. Due to the fact that youth are peculiar agents of modernization of the country, the dynamics of the region development and the development of the whole country depends on decisive choice of youth of their self-identification in life.

The results of the analysis make it able to conclude that the life path of the person is based as equally on self-determination as on creating self-identification during the life. Also according to O.B. Bekasov psychological present of the person is a starting point in this process, because the person, who is planning the future perspectives, imagines himself as he is in the present to stay the same in the future, also taking the experience of present life into the account rather than traversed path. [14, P. 169 – 179]
Talking directly about modern youth of Far East, we focus on the work of V.I. Il'in, where the author gives an analysis of post Soviet Union structure of the society and socio-spatial stratification. Thus, describing the exploration and development of Far North in Soviet Union period, he says that this process was accompanied with formation of life strategies of the whole families, who moved to the raw material regions in  the north-east of the country, being a part of government region policy (especially during 50-70's of XX century). Also some of these people had dwelling space in central Russia but they worked in the North for 10-20 years, saving money and then they came back to the native place or to the subjects of Russia in the south. These studies also say that such strategies were typical among the majority of northerners [15, P. 246 – 263]. Taking into the account that modern youth was raised by such "temporary workers", it played a huge role in self-identification of young generation and in formation of their life strategies precisely with migration sentiments.
In this way, the analysis of different opinions of scientist and researchers on life strategies among the young generation made it possible for us to formulate our own understanding of this difficult and contradictory social phenomena. In our opinion under the "life strategies of youth" we should understand the dynamical system of perspective vectors of activity among young people, that are determined by individual values and ideals and directed to the achieving the desired self-identification.
Besides that, according to the results of the research works by Yu. Resnik and E. Smirnova, we would like to represent our own interpretation of life strategies typology, which from our point of view can comprehensively reveal nature and structure of the social phenomena under the consideration. (Scheme 2) Also we would like to emphasize that depending on the state of self-identification of the individual, the individual determines the most significant vector of life strategies ( or plurality of these vectors in case with all-round personality), which may help to achieve the desired "I" in the future. We underline that there are four basic life strategies are given: life success, cultural development, personal realization and life happiness. They are expressed through the plurality of vectors, which are related to each other. For example, individual, wishing to become financially independent subconsciously makes a choice of the main vector as "financial welfare", which may be realized through other vectors of life strategies, including raising level of education (educational vector), career growth (job vector), moving to the better developed region (migration vector) and etc.
Scheme 2
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	Job (career)
(for example: career growth; achieving the desired professional status; getting an interesting job)
	
	Spiritual
(For example: To visit the sites of historical and cultural heritage; to recover the destroyed monument; to become educated and polite person; to become religious)
	
	Family
(For example: to get married; to give birth to baby and raise him; to help the parents)
	
	Dwelling
(For example: to buy / to inherit/ to win the apartment / house / suburb cottage)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Self-realization (For example: To become a professional in a certain sphere ; to achieve a recognition in a certain area; to get a recognition in a certain group of people) 
	
	Patriotic
(For example: to serve in the army; to know the culture of the native country; to connect your destiny with the native country; to be ready to do something for the country; to love the native country)
	
	Educational
(For example: to get high education / academic degree ; to learn two foreign languages; to have an internship in the foreign company)
	
	Financial welfare
(For example: to have everything you wish, not to be financially dependent, to have a vacation abroad, to have a suburb cottage, good car, account in bank and etc.)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Touristic
(for example: to travel the world; to visit CIS countries / the sites of Far Eastern region of Russian Federation)
	
	Athletic
(For example: to keep fit; to achieve significant results in sport / professional sport; to start daily practicing of sports)
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(Foe example: open / develop your own business; to diversify production; to enter new markets)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	Creative
(For example: to learn how to draw; to be able to dace national dances; to have own hobby, may be not even one 
	
	Migration
(For example: to move to another area / city / region / country; to stay in the region of permanent residence till the end of life)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	The sphere of health
(For example: to keep HLS, to recovery from severe injury; to remove disability)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Aesthetic 
(For example: to get a plastic surgery; whitening teeth, to keep fit)


This way, self-identification of youth and their life strategies have a direct relationship. Determining "who I am" and "whom I would like to become" young people subconsciously connect both of these states through the vectors of life strategies. Also the territory of living, the level of education, religious views, social surrounding and other factors make a direct impact on self-identification and life strategies of young generation, and their modification leads to the transformation of life strategies. In this connection the government policy towards youth should be directed at raising strong patriotic identity of young people, influencing the vital activity of individual, what will promote the successful development of the country.
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