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Agriculture of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in the years of the Great Patriotic War: question historiography

In this article the historiography of the problem of agriculture development of Yakutia in the years of the Great Patriotic War is considered. The analysis of the literature touching directly or indirectly the specified subject is carried out. In the article the conclusion about the need of the separate complex research of development of agriculture in Yakutia in the years of the Great Patriotic War and its contribution to the victory over the fascism is made.
В статье рассматривается историография проблемы развития сельского хозяйства Якутии в годы Великой Отечественной войны. Проведен анализ литературы, затрагивающей прямо или косвенно указанную тему. В статье делается вывод о необходимости отдельного  комплексного исследования развития  сельского хозяйства в Якутии в годы ВОВ и его вклада в победу над фашизмом.
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In the development of historiography problem the researchers allocate two main stages: Soviet (1940 – the 1980th) and the Post-Soviet (1990 – the beginning of the 2000th). 

In the works directions the available publications conditionally one divide into three groups: works of the general character in which the conceptual evaluations of historical events are contained; works devoted to the specific problems of the war history; works of the regional character, including on the history of Yakutia in the years of the Great Patriotic War.

Studying the problems of the Great Patriotic War began with the organization of the special commissions within the Academy of Sciences and the Institute of the history of the USSR, soviet and party and departmental administrative structures of the all levels. The main task of their activity is an identification of materials about the military events, publication of the sketches and brochures, including the agitation and propaganda character. The important place was allocated for the works of the party statesmen which reflected the principles and priorities of the domestic and foreign policy of the USSR, way and methods of the solution of actual problems, putting the parameters of historical evaluations. At this stage the main directions of researches and their subject came to light: organization of the military production, labor and political activity of the home front workers, social policy of the Soviet state, synthesis of the military and historical experience [1, 12].

In the historiography of the Soviet period ideological approach dominated. I.V. Stalin's formulated in his work the evaluations "About the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union" [2] became a methodological basis of all researches. They were cornerstone of the concept published in 1950 - 1960 of the multivolume collective monograph "History of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union of 1941 - 1945" where in a generalized view the reasons and war events, strategic and socio-economic factors of the victory over the fascist Germany, results and lessons of the war were shined [3]. This edition had huge impact on the scope of studying of the history of the Great Patriotic War at the all-union and regional levels. It should be noted that as in the all-union historiography, and regional the special place was taken by the studying of activity of the CPSU party organizations, and was very little given attention to the questions of the state and the development of separate branches of economy, including the agriculture.
The questions of fighting heroism, strategic thought are studied enough, and the problems of supply organization of the army by food, providing with the food population in the back, providing the industry with the necessary raw materials and the help to the state in creation in the country of the steady reserves of bread and food were affected least of all.

The Soviet village had to solve these economic problems in the exclusively difficult and adverse conditions: occupations of considerable part of the territory, creation of the agricultural base in a zone of the Far North, the risky agriculture, the weakened material base because of mobilization in the army of the most able-bodied and qualified workers of the village, a large number of tractors, cars, horses. In so difficult conditions having shown the labor heroism, collective farmers not only passed all tests of the war and the nature, but could provide the front to all the necessary and develop the basic branches of agriculture. In this regard, studying the problem of development of agriculture in the years of the Great Patriotic War at the regional level is extremely actual and significant for the more complete description of occurring events and addition of the historiography question.

As a whole, the problem historiography of participation of the people of Yakutia in the Great Patriotic War developed from the first days of the war. First of all, it were speeches, interview and reports of the party administration, and in 1942 there was a collection "Sons of Yakutia in the fights for the Homeland", the editor-in-chief M. Gershman [4], in which the stories and sketches about the military achievements, valor and bravery of the soldiers from the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic on the fields of battles were collected.

The special place in the historiography problem is taken by the republican and regional newspapers. They brightly shined the labor feats of collective farmers and the achievement of agriculture. Republican "Socialist Yakutia", "Kyym" and the regional newspapers from the very beginning of the war actively published the articles shining the military events, work of the local party organizations on mobilization of all reserves for the front and the back. So, on July 24, 1941 the “Socialist Yakutia” newspaper published the K. Kornilova's statement given for passing for the courses of tractor operators: "My husband – the foreman of the tractor brigade. I want to become a tractor-driver too. I will study the matters so that if the husband will be taken to the army, he won't worry for the left car" [5]. Due to the mobilization of a man's part of the population to the collective farms there was a big question of shortage of the qualified personnel and the workers, therefore in this direction by the party and authorities a lot of work was conducted.
"Go to study as a driver, mechanic, turner, … – was written by the group of girls in the address to the all girls of the republic. – We already made it – entered the courses of drivers by the school of machine operators of the People's Commissariat for Agriculture of YaASSR … We answered a party appeal with our readiness any minute to replace our fathers, husbands, brothers who have left to the front" [6].

In the newspapers the heroic work of collective farmers was shined. Without reckoning with any difficulties, the collective farmers performed and exceeded the production targets. So, in the collective farm of Kalinin of the Tattinsk region 60-year-old A.U. Androsov brought the seeds in a field five days without stoppings, one ensuring two-shift functioning of the seeders. The Komsomol member V. H. Androsov four days stretch sowed by a horse seeder grain the crops [7]. Many collective farmers showed the similar heroic work, clearly understanding that the victory depends not only on the military operations, but also on the dedicated work in the back. In 1941 in the newspaper there was the article about how the Vilyuysk region one of the first finished the harvest work (in 15 – 20 days) [10].

The analysis of mass media of the first three years of the war shows that, generally publications were directed on the lifting of labor enthusiasm of the collective farmers, publicizing of the work of the party bodies on development of the movement for the early fulfillment of the state plans. 

In 1944 the collective farms had an acute shortage of workers. Three years of war carried away many lives because of the severe conditions of life, hunger and cold, intense work, for these years the best sons were mobilized to the army therefore the question of involvement of all inhabitants of the rural areas to work in the collective farms and the state farms was particularly acute. In the newspapers there were the materials calling the old men, women and children to work. "… In terrible days the second youth returned to us, we became the advisers, the advanced workers, we direct the work of the grandsons and sons. We became the leaders in the region … Before leaving to the army our sons left us the order that we, old men, well worked in the collective farm, multiplied the wealth, helped the front, … that we worked persistently and tensely, … for the acceleration of defeat of the enemy we call all the old men of the district:
1. Without reckoning with the old age, to all them universal who as can take part in the spring sowing, in haymaking and animal husbandry.

2. We will train women and children, give to them advice how it is necessary to make this or that work, since the ability to whet a scythe, to insert teeth to a rake etc.," – the “Socialist Yakutia” newspaper wrote [8]. 

In newspapers the thanks of party and the government to the collective-farm peasantry, where the high level of their devotion was noted, also were printed. So, following the results of 1944, answering an appeal of the Ukrainian collective farmers about the early making over the plan till November 1, 1944 on bread, the Yakut collective farmers handed over the plan 3128 centners of grain in fund of the Red Army [9].

The role of republican newspapers "Socialist Yakutia", "Kyym" and the regional mass media in the years of the war in the publicizing of achievements of agriculture, leaders collective farmers and stakhanovtsev is huge.

Newspapers of the Soviet period were subordinated to the censorship from the party and the Soviet administration, therefore the problems and failures in the field of development of agriculture remained in the shadow but if to consider a difficult wartime, probably, pointing on the failures, difficult life of the collective farmers was inappropriate.  Before the all Soviet people the death threat hung, there was a problem of uniting and raising the moral and fighting spirit, and the negative information on the war background had an adverse effect on its state. 

The deeper works about the Great Patriotic War appeared in 1944 – the collection of materials of A.R. Halyev "They protect the Homeland" about the operations of the population of Yakutsk on the fields of battles was published [11].  The collection included the sketches about the sniper F.M. Okhlopkov, the military engineer P. I. Chistyakov, the scout M. E. Ustinov, etc. 

There was a brochure "All for the front, all for the victory: workers of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union" which author was G. V. Popov [12]. In it one of the first the facts and data on the help of the workers of Yakutia to the front, development of the branches of economy including the rural, and also the fighting feats of soldiers from Yakutia are described. [13]. In the same year A.E. Mordinov published the brochure "Yakutia in the Great Patriotic War" [14]. Avksentiy Egorovich, generally reflected the fighting feats of the soldiers of Yakutsk, shined the results of activity of the industrial enterprises, their work on implementation of the production plans, gave the facts of rendering financial support by the workers of the republic to the front, however, ignored the development of collective-farm economy in the republic.
Thus, in the years of the war the published literature, except the newspapers, didn't take up the questions of development of agriculture of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, meanwhile, the complex tasks were set for the agriculture – not only to reduce the import to the republic of agricultural production from the other regions of the Union, but also to stop it, having turned the republic into the being self-provided region [15]. The first years of the war which have become especially poor harvest, tragic actions for resettlement of the population from one area to the other areas of the republic, reorientation of the kinds of activity of the collective farms entailed considerable losses among the population, this information was hidden by the leaders of the republic and wasn't exposed to publicity, especially the publication.

The speeches of the party statesmen published in the days of war, the brochure, collections of articles, articles in the mass media, had the propaganda character, however, the newspapers of this period were saturated with the actual material.

In the first years of the post-war time the works covering the entire period of the war start.  The significant contribution to the studying of the wartime was made in 1948 by the staff of the Research institute of language, literature and history of the Yakut research base of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR M. I. Sleptsov and A.L. Novgorodov.  They made the bibliographic index under the name "The residents of Yakutsk on the fronts of the Great Patriotic War of 1941 - 1945" [16, 38], which covered the period from 1941 to 1945. It consisted of the following sections:  documents; articles, letters, notes; sketches and stories; verses and poems; index of photos. 

The 20th anniversary of the beginning of the war promoted the issue in 1961 of the sketches of the candidate of historical sciences D. D. Izbekov about the residents of the Yakutsk war heroes. The edition was devoted to the feats of 11 residents of Yakutsk – Heroes of the Soviet Union. This work was written on the basis of archival documents of the Central archive of the Ministry of Defence of the USSR [17]. On the basis of D. D. Izbekov's works the historical truth was restored – the list of Heroes of the Soviet Union from the residents of Yakutsk was added [18], however the author didn't touch on an issue of the labor heroism of the workers and peasants.
V. V. Mityushkin's work "Socialist Yakutia", published in 1960 [19] was the first research in which the problem of development of agriculture in Yakutia in the days of the Second World War was touched. In it on the actual material the problems of development of the industry of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic for 1913 - 1959 are more deeply studied, in the days of the Second World War the insignificant attention is paid to the questions of development of agriculture. In 1963 the third volume of the History of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic was published, which chapter 7 was devoted to the Great Patriotic War period where on the basis of documents, materials of the archives and periodicals the development of agriculture of the republic during 1941 - 1945 is briefly considered [20].

The significant contribution to the historiography question was made by D. D. Petrov's work "The collective-farm peasantry of Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Union" [16, 38].  In this work D. D. Petrov paid the main attention to the back work, indicators of development of the workdays, difficult work of the collective farmers of Yakutia and their contribution to the victory.  He makes for the first time the analysis of the state of the basic branches of agriculture in the years of the war.  The author pays much attention to a role of the party bodies and party in the management of economy, shows, generally the positive dynamics of development of agriculture, without mentioning its negative sides.  Not investigated were the questions of organization of work, life of the collective farmers, the reasons of severe famine and high mortality. 

Privacy of many archival documents didn't allow the author to find a number of indicators on the productivity of grain crops prior to the war, to describe objectively questions of the organization of resettlement of the Churapchinskiy district, the work organization on the farms, in the collective farms and making the criminal cases relatively some collective farmers.
It should be noted that an inaccessibility of the researchers of the majority of archival materials was an essential lack in the literature of the post-war period.  So, the periodicals that led to the superficial studying of problems of the history of the Great Patriotic War as a whole became the main source for the researchers and promoted the appearance of evaluation and conclusions far from the reality. 

Works of the military and the post-war periods, are generally devoted to the studying of the front, problems of the back were little investigated. Proceeding from it, D. D. Petrov's work "Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War" is of special interest [21]. It consists of two parts. In the first part the questions of participation of the people of Yakutia in the Great Patriotic War, their fighting way at the front were investigated. In the second part which has left in 1992 under the name "Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War. Workers of Yakutia in the back", the author touched the history of the back [22].

Dmitry Dmitriyevich shines the life and activity of the workers, the intellectuals, their dedicated work for the aid to the front, and also considers some social processes happening in the period of heavy military events [22]. It is necessary to allocate in the work chapter 3 where intense work of the collective-farm peasantry and a state of agriculture are in more detail investigated. In the work the documents and materials of the archive of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism by the CPSU Central Committee are widely used, the YaASSR Central state archive documents, departmental archival materials, and also a number of the local archives. The central and local periodicals, field notes made by the author during his trips through the republic are used.
For the first time in the work D. D. Petrov showed the statistical data of the collective-farm economy development. For example, the total number of collective farms and the farms of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic made 1160 collective farms uniting 61513 farms [22, 92]. By the author the labor activity of collective farmers at the beginning of the war and their desire to work for the good of victory are shined, dynamics of the reduction of labor in the collective farms due to the mobilization to the army is shown. The author mentions the heavy and hungry winter of 1942 - 1943. Attention of the Central committee of the party to these problems were shown and in the sending to Yakutia the commissions for the control of condition of the standard of living in the region. The comission found many mistakes and shortcomings. On April 13, 1943 the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (bolsheviks) adopted the Resolution about the state of agriculture of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic and about the mistakes in the management of it as a result of which for the last three years the general number of cattle in the republic decreased by 170 thousand heads, horses – on 49 thousand, the growth of a livestock of deer almost stopped [22, 116].  The author opened the methods of attraction of additional labor force and noted that, generally to achieve the results on the maintenance and development of agriculture, implementation of the state plans is possible only through the intense and heroic work of collective farmers. 

The analysis of dynamics of the development of animal husbandry of the republic is provided in the work, but, thus, in many cases the sources of increase in the collective-farm livestock of cattle aren't specified. The author did huge work on the complex lightning of the military subject. However many questions are taken up fragmentary. Limited access to the archival documents and the documents of security service didn't allow the scientist to open more deeply the problem of development of agriculture in the period of the Second World War. D. D. Petrov's work "Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War" is the largest monographic research of development of the economy of Yakutia of the period of the Great Patriotic War.

From the moment of disintegration of the Soviet Union, the beginning of democratization of public life in the country the new period of development of historiography of the Second World War – more detailed and critical studying of the history, without ideological pressure in historical science began.
Reorganization and the subsequent transformation of the society served as the factor which has determined new approaches to the judgment of many events of the Soviet history which the Great Patriotic War was among also.   The published works were written with the new archival materials and conceptual approaches, free from the ideological orientation and political dictatorship.  

From 1990 – the beginnings of 2000 wasn't published any work which authors would investigate the problems of agriculture development of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in the days of the Great Patriotic War (1941 - 1945).  It should be noted that in the researches on the problems of the Second World War only fragmentary data on the agriculture development in Yakutia during the specified period is contained. 

For example, in 1998 the dissertation of S. N. Gusak "The industry of Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War (1941 - 1945)" [16, 39] was defended.   The author investigated the questions of development of the industry of Yakutia.   In the work the positive and negative phenomena in the work of the state and party bodies on the management of the industry are analyzed, labor of the workers and ITR is shown, and also the women, old men, teenagers, special immigrants and the victims of political repression in the sphere of industrial production, the questions of agriculture are raised only indirectly.  

S.I. Sivtseva in her monograph “Yakutia in the days of the Great Patriotic War: social and demographic aspect (1941 - 1945)” touched the problems of development of agriculture, the village in the war years [23]. The work is devoted to the research of a social status of inhabitants of Yakutia, changes of a number and population structure. In it the factors which have affected life of the population, including the country people and collective farmers in particular are analyzed. Much attention in the monograph is paid to the problem of studying of the history of special immigrants, the author showed the dynamics of their number from 1941 to 1946. However in this research during the analysis of demographic processes and influence on them the material and household position of the population the questions of development of agriculture are raised indirectly. The author gave examples of the lowest indicators of productivity of grain in the republic in 1942, parameters of the sowing of cultures on the categories of farms of 1941 and carried out the analysis of distribution of the products of agriculture on the workdays.
The modern period of studying of the problem of participation of the people of Yakutia in the Great Patriotic War has the features:

-  increase of the activity of researchers to the anniversaries and recession – during the period between them; 

- the most part of researches is devoted to a military feat of the residents of Yakutsk and to a lesser extent – to their labor heroism; 

-  prevalence of the researches of the local history character and memoirs. 

The special place in a modern historiography of a question is taken by the work of the doctor of historical sciences E.E. Alekseev "Judgment of the truth" (2004) [24]. In it an attempt of reconstruction of the picture reflecting the conducting in life of national policy in the republic in the period of 1941 - 1971 is made. The special attention is paid to the tragic pages of history of the country people in the military years, the role of the chairman of the Council of People's Commissars of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic I.E. Vinokurov in the improvement of life and the life of the country people is allocated.

In this period it is possible to allocate the historian S. N. Gorokhov who pays in the articles much attention to the participation of the northerners in the Great Patriotic War, the description of their services in the battle. So, in 2005 his monograph "Heroism of the Sons of the North on the Great Patriotic War fronts" [25] is published.

In 2005 the work of the doctor of political sciences Yu.D. Petrov "In the years of the severe tests" is printed [26]. The work is devoted to the history of the Yakut pedagogical institute in the years of the Great Patriotic War, the participation of teachers and students of the institute in the operations and the scientific and pedagogical activity in the back, including in the village, is shown.

Thus, it is possible to draw the conclusion – there is no separate complex work devoted to the development of agriculture of the Yakut Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic in the years of the Great Patriotic War and its contribution to a victory over the fascism. There is a need to fill up the problem historiography with the complex research.
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