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Quality of life of the population in the Far East – new methodical approaches to an evaluation

For development of the actions for improvement of the quality of life of the population (further – KZhN) of the subject of the Russian Federation is needed to estimate, first of all, its actual state by the means of the system of indicators and on the basis of the received estimates, using the social and design approach, to design the model of the future social and economic development of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation or the territory.

The analysis of existing methods of measurement of the quality of life of the population in Russia and abroad allowed create the system of indicators in which twenty initial indicators on four groups [1] were selected:

  At a choice of objective indicators for the calculation of private indicators of the quality of life the author was guided, first of all, by that each indicator has to reflect the essence of concrete indicator as much as possible precisely. 

     Important condition of selection of the objective indicators was also the existence of possibility of their calculation on the basis of statistical reporting of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation.    

 As in the most cases the evaluation of the quality of life has comparative, instead of absolute character, its major operations are the choice of criteria of this comparison and definition of the scales of evaluation.

 The author applied the complex generalized way based on receiving the average evaluation of an integrated indicator of the quality of life by the means of consecutive evaluation of generalized indicators entering it and the determining of their importance in its structure [1].

The analysis of dynamics of indicators and the calculated on their basis private, generalized and integrated indicators of KZhN across the Khabarovsk territory from 2009 to 2012 (…) allow draw the following main conclusions:

1. On the "Population Reproduction, state of its health" block (K1):
The safety of life of the population of the territory for 4 years remained at the level of 2009 that indicates the need of carrying out the more detailed analysis of the reasons of this state:

 birth rate (K 1.3) increased for 10% (in a year – for 2,5%);

 infantile mortality (K 1.1) decreased for 4 years by 10%, on the average, in a year – for 2,5%.

As a whole on the block the indicator of KZhN increased in 2012 against 2009 by 3% (on the average, in a year – for 0,75%).

2. On the “Welfare of the Population” block (K2):

The material well-being of inhabitants of the territory (K2.1) during 2009 - 2012 (4 years) increased for 52%, i.e., on the average, in a year it increased by 13%.  At the first sight this indicator can be carried to the very positive phenomenon.  However, knowing the current situation in the country and in the region on a salary, everything in reality isn't so good. 

For the last 3 – 4 years in the country the program of sharp increase (by 5 – 10 times) the salaries to officials, heads of monopolies, corporations, banks, the enterprises, top managers is realized. In reality the nominal salary of the other population of the territory (80%) practically remained at the level of 2009. It turns out that we count the indicators of material well-being (K2.1) on the basis of statistical information on the principle "average temperature on the hospital". If we want to know the true material well-being of 80% of the population of the Khabarovsk territory, it is necessary to keep separate account of this factor. These distortions in social life of the population of the territory distort the principle of justice in the society.

Housing introduction (K2.1) decreased by 7% (on the average, in a year – for 1,8%) that negatively characterizes the activity of division of the government of the territory which is responsible for this field of activity. 

Providing the inhabitants of the territory with the convenient housing (K2.2) increased for 8%, the indicator reflecting a share of the population of the territory with the income above a living wage raised also.

As a whole, on the “Welfare of the Population” block an indicator (K2) of KZhN of the territory increased for 11% for 4 years (on the average, in a year – for 2,7%).

3.   On the “Social Infrastructure” block (K3).

Maintenance costs and the development of social objects of the territory, The expenses on cultural events, updating of the health care facilities and education, the expenses on sporting events from 2009 for 2012 grew practically twice (on the average, in a year they increased by 27%). The growth of this indicator (K3.3) can be considered as considerable achievement of the government of the territory.

Social guarantees to the employees of the enterprises of the territory (K3.4) considerably increased (by 83%). These social guarantees for the population of the territory are the most important instrument of motivation of the employees of the enterprises on an increase of efficiency of their work due to the granting to the workers of various privileges (payment of various social privileges: remuneration for the long work, grant to disabled people, the grant for permits to the camp nurseries, surcharge to the students of the target direction, boarding schools, kindergartens, educational schools, boarding houses).

For these 4 years the cost of housing and communal services to the population of the territory, including the service and housing repair, water consumption, heating, etc., increased by 37% (on the average, for every year – for 9%).  The growth of housing and communal services has an adverse effect on the material well-being.  Control strengthening over the growth of housing and communal services is required. 

For 4 years the number of population having cancer diseases, skin diseases, diseases of kidneys and cardiovascular diseases, decreased by 42% (on 10% a year) that it is possible to carry in a certain degree on an improvement of ecology in the territory. This indicator demands deeper analysis of the reasons of this phenomenon.

Transport service of the population of the territory (K3.5) improved for 27%, generally by an increase of personal motor transport. Over the years this indicator will quickly grow, and therefore the administrations of the cities of the territory need to resolve the problems of parking of the personal motor transport not to turn the city into the garage, to take measures for decrease in a gas contamination of the atmosphere of the cities, for example due to restriction of the use of outdated cars.

As a whole on the “Social Infrastructure” block the indicator (K3) increased for 4 years by 54%, i.e. for 13,5% a year. In this direction the government of the territory did a very great job.

4. On the “Education, Culture, Spirituality” block (K4).

As the calculations showed, an indicator "Intellectual potential" (K4.1) decreased for these 4 years by 10%. This situation is connected with departure from the cities of the Khabarovsk territory of doctors, professors and candidates of science, and also with the decrease in a number of students in the higher education institutions which on the Unified State Examination go to the European part of the Russian Federation to study. The tendency of decrease in intellectual potential will increase until the Governments of the Russian Federation and the Khabarovsk territory won't make the decision on worthy compensation of the faculty. It is necessary also at the level of the Governments of the Russian Federation and the Khabarovsk territory to develop the measures for reduction of the departure of students to other cities by any incentives when training in the territory in the higher education institutions, for example, due to the compensation of payment of training in the higher education institutions and other measures as it practices in the State of Alaska of the USA which compensates 30% of cost of training of the student in the higher education institution.

The indicator “Cultural development” (K4.2) increased for this period to 10%. It was promoted by the sporting events, visit to the cinema, theaters, libraries and a series of lectures about the outstanding people of the territory who have made a big contribution to the social and economic development of the region and other actions.

The indicator "Information infrastructure" (K4.3) develops considerable rates, so, for 4 years the growth of a number of Internet users and mobile communication among the population of the territory made 38%, and this growth will proceed high rates. 

It should be noted that the indicator "Dependence of the population on alcohol" (K4.4) remained in 2012 at the level of 2009, over the time this indicator will decrease at the expense of a rise in prices for alcohol and decrease in the volume of the sale of beer, especially for youth, and also due to the educational work with the youth.

Calculations showed that the number of marriages increases and the divorces decreases. The indicator "Stability of the family relations" increased in 4 years by 38%.

As a whole, on the block K4 the indicator increased for 4 years by 18%.

Comparison of the rates of a gain of private, generalizing and integrated indicators of KZhN of the subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district during 2009 - 2012 (tab. 1) is of interest.

The integrated indicator of KZhN of the territory during 2009 - 2012 increased by 21% (on the average, for a year of 5%), generally at the expense of social infrastructure (K3) and partially due to the reproduction of the population, education, culture and spirituality. 

From the table 1 it is visible that Ki across the Khabarovsk territory for the last 4 years is higher, than in the other subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district. This situation can be explained with the more successful work of the government of the territory on development of the social infrastructure (K3) and more effective work on the strengthening of culture, moral and spiritual development of the population of the territory. Among the private indicators of KZhN the Khabarovsk territory achieved quite good results.

The Khabarovsk territory made considerable lag from the other subjects of the Far-Eastern federal district on such important indicator of KZhN, as K2.3 "Introduction of new housing". More detailed study of the reasons of this lag is required.

Table 1 

Rates of a gain of indicators of KZhN of the Khabarovsk and Primorsk territories, Sakhalin region, Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) during 2009 – 2012 [1]

	№
	Indicators

1
	Index

2
	Khabarovsk territory

3


	Primorsk territory

4
	Sakhalin region

5
	Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)

6

	1
	Infantile mortality
	K1.1
	10
	7
	3
	6

	2
	Lifetime
	K1.2
	-1
	0
	0
	1

	3
	Birth rate
	K1.3
	10
	7
	3
	7

	4
	Mortality
	K1.4
	0
	0
	0
	0

	5
	Security
	K1.5
	0
	0
	0
	0

	6
	Reproduction of population
	K1
	3
	2
	1
	3

	7
	Material welfare
	K2.1
	52
	44
	35
	28

	8
	 Convenient housing sq.m per pers
	K2.2
	8
	15
	8
	5

	9
	Built housing sq.m2 per pers
	K2.3
	-7
	42
	76
	21

	10
	Employment
	K2.4
	2
	2
	2
	0

	11
	Population
	K2.5
	4
	6
	0
	3

	12
	Welfare of the Population
	K2
	11
	16
	18
	11

	13
	Ecology state
	K3.1
	42
	14
	112
	28

	14
	Quality of housing services
	K3.2
	37
	40
	25
	32

	15
	Social infrastructure
	K3.3
	106
	133
	32
	43

	16
	Social quarantees
	K3.4
	83
	92
	6
	17

	17
	Transport services
	K3.5
	27
	5
	32
	34

	18
	Social infrastructure
	K3
	54
	37
	27
	27

	19
	Intellectual potential
	K4.1
	-10
	-9
	-20
	-22

	20
	Culture development
	K4.2
	10
	5
	-6
	5

	21
	Information infrastructure
	K4.3
	38
	13
	21
	54

	22
	Depending from alcohol
	K4.4
	-1
	-5
	-20
	-5

	23
	Family relations
	K4.5
	38
	40
	-3
	5

	24
	Education, Culture, Spirituality
	K4
	18
	13
	-2
	8

	25
	Integral indicator of the quality of life of the population
	Ki
	21
	17
	13
	14


Comparison of generalizing and integrated indicators of KZhN on the subjects during 2009 - 2012 is given in the table 2.

Table 2

Dynamics of generalizing and integrated indicators of the quality of life of the population of the subjects of DVFO of Russia [1]
	Dynamics of generalizing and integrated indicators of the quality of life of the population of the subjects of DVFO of Russia   

	Indicators


	Khabarovsk territory


	Primorsk territory


	Sakhalin region


	Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)



	Generalizing
	2009
	2012
	Growth,%
	2009
	2012
	Growth,%
	2009
	2012
	Growth,%
	2009
	2012
	Growth,
%

	K1
	0,99
	1,02
	3
	0,98
	1,00
	2
	0,99
	1,00
	1
	1,10
	1,12
	3

	K2
	0,94
	1,05
	11
	0,87
	1,01
	16
	1,04
	1,23
	18
	0,95
	1,05
	11

	K3
	0,94
	1,45
	54
	0,83
	1,14
	37
	1,27
	1,61
	27
	1,69
	1,05
	27

	K4
	0,92
	1,09
	18
	0,94
	1,06
	13
	0,89
	0,87
	-2
	0,85
	0,92
	8

	Integral

Ki
	0,94
	1,14
	21
	0,90
	1,05
	21
	1,04
	1,17
	13
	1,10
	1,26
	14


The complex evaluation of KZhN of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation allows to reveal the shortcomings of its social and economic development on which first of all it is necessary to direct the main efforts in the near future …

The offered technique of complex evaluation of KZhN of any subject allows with a sufficient accuracy for practice to plan the growth of all indicators, including the integrated, for the next and long prospects due to the realization of effective actions for an increase of social and economic development of the region. The technique allows enter also better monitoring of the drawn-up plans (tab. 3).

Calculations of the expected (planned) values of indicators, and also the private, generalizing and integrated indicators across the Khabarovsk territory in the long term for 5 years (till 2017) were made proceeding from the reached gain of these indicators for the last 4 years (2009 - 2013) and expected efficiency of the actions (as a whole, for 5 years and by years) on an increase of indicators and KZhN indicators on the all blocks. 

Monitoring of implementation of the drawn-up plans for an offered technique has to be carried out annually with the correction of efficiency of the planned actions for an increase of KZhN of the territory.

Table 3

Reached in the reporting (2012) and expected values of indicators, private, generalizing and integrated KZhN indicators across the Khabarovsk territory in 2017 (in 5 years) [1]
	Blocks
	Index
	Indicators of Kzhn

2009     2012 Growth,%                 
	Growth,%
For 4 years
	Expected increasing of Kzhn to 2017
	Expected data of indicators to 2017
	Private indicators 
	Measures on increasing of Kzhn
	Terms of intro-duction
	Responsible person

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Infantile mortality
	K1.1
	12,42
	13,60
	2,4
	9,5
	10
	14,96
	1,22
	
	
	

	Lifetime
	K1.2
	66,10
	65,7
	-0,2
	-0,6
	0
	65,70
	0,95
	
	
	

	Birth rate
	K1.3
	12,54
	13,75
	2,4
	9,7
	10
	15,13
	1,23
	
	
	

	Mortality
	K1.4
	986,36
	986,35
	0,0
	0,0
	0
	986,35
	1,00
	
	
	

	Security
	K1.5
	987,96
	990,06
	0,1
	0,2
	5
	1039,57
	1,05
	
	
	

	Reproduction of population
	K1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,07
	
	
	

	Material welfare
	K2.1
	20455
	31076
	13,0
	51,9
	10
	34183,60
	1,83
	
	
	

	 Convenient housing sq.m per pers.
	K2.2
	16,75
	18,06
	2,0
	7,8
	8
	19,51
	1,19
	
	
	

	Built housing sq.m per pers.
	K2.3
	0,27
	0,25
	-1,7
	-6,6
	10
	0,28
	0,66
	
	
	

	Employment
	K2.4
	945,9
	964,54
	0,5
	2,0
	0
	964,54
	1,01
	
	
	

	Population with the low income
	K2.5
	823
	858
	1,1
	4,3
	5
	900,90
	1,03
	
	
	

	Welfare of the Population
	K2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,11
	
	
	

	Ecology state
	K3.1
	220,1
	312,94
	10,5
	42,2
	20
	375,52
	1,85
	
	
	

	Quality of housing services
	K3.2
	1771950
	2433170
	9,3
	37,3
	20
	2919804,00
	2,56
	
	
	

	Social infrastructure
	K3.3
	27,34
	56,33
	26,5
	106,1
	50
	84,50
	3,68
	
	
	

	Social quarantees
	K3.4
	570,58
	1042,88
	20,7
	82,8
	20
	1251,45
	1,05
	
	
	

	Transport services
	K3.5
	171,66
	218,7
	6,8
	27,4
	30
	284,30
	1,26
	
	
	

	Social infrastructure
	K3
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,86
	
	
	

	Intellectual potential
	K4.1
	81,22
	73,09
	-2,5
	-10,0
	0
	73,09
	1,07
	
	
	

	Culture development
	K4.2
	520,14
	572,24
	2,5
	10,0
	20
	686,68
	0,85
	
	
	

	Information infrastructure
	K4.3
	1946,2
	2694,81
	9,6
	38,5
	20
	3233,77
	1,71
	
	
	

	Depending on alcohol and drugs
	K4.4
	8439,00
	8356,00
	-0,2
	-1,0
	0
	8356,00
	0,92
	
	
	

	Family relations
	K4.5
	2,87
	3,95
	9,4
	37,6
	10
	4,35
	1,24
	
	
	

	Education, Culture, Spirituality
	K4
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,21
	
	
	

	Integral indicator of the quality of life of the population
	Ki
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1,29
	
	
	


The created system of indicators of evaluation of the quality of life of the population is the important analytical instrument of the social and economic policy of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation which allows: to compare in dynamics the private, general and integrated indicators of the quality of life of the population in the Khabarovsk territory to any territorial subject of the Russian Federation; to analyze the dynamics of indicators of the quality of life of the population by the years and to plan them for prospect in the territorial subject of the Russian Federation; to determine the priority and prime activities of the government of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation by the performance of main goal of the strategy of development of the territory – improvement of the quality of life of its population; to carry out the high-quality monitoring of realization of the actions of the strategy of development of the territory on achievement of the best results in improvement of the quality of life of the population as the main goal in social and economic development of the territorial subject of the Russian Federation.
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