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The role of border troops in the Harbino-Girinskaya
offensive operation

In this article the participation of the units of the Primorsk boundary district in Harbino-Girinsky offensive operation is considered during the war with Japan in 1945. The tasks and the operations procedure of the frontier guards are opened. The description of activity of special groups – the groups of attack created in the armies of the boundary district is given. The main objective of these groups was the liquidation of enemy objects in the front strip. The problems of management by the operations and the communication organizations are opened. The questions of carrying out the educational work are reflected by the carrying out the fighting tasks. Statistical characteristic of the actions productivity of the army units of the Primorsk boundary district is given.
В статье рассматривается участие формирований Приморского пограничного округа в Харбино-Гиринской наступательной операции в ходе войны с Японией 1945 г. Раскрыты задачи и порядок действий пограничников. Дано описание деятельности специальных групп – отрядов нападения, сформированных в войсках пограничного округа. Основной целью данных отрядов являлась ликвидация вражеских объектов  в прифронтовой полосе. Раскрыты проблемы управления боевыми действиями и организации связи. Отражены вопросы проведения воспитательной работы при выполнении боевых задач. Дана статистическая характеристика результативности действий частей Приморского пограничного округа.
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The World War II became the most tragic page in the history of mankind in the XX century. In the run-up to the 70th anniversary of its ending the historians even more often address to various aspects which will allow consider the war comprehensively. In historical literature the actions of Soviet armies on defeat of the Kvantunsky army are highlighted, the analysis of experience of carrying out the fighting operations is carried out. However to these there are the low-studied questions of interaction of various types of the military forces, and the data on fighting use of the boundary units and connections are extremely poor.

To the participation in offensive operations in the war with Japan in 1945, including in the Harbino-Girinsky operation, the forces and means of the Primorsk boundary district were attracted. 

For the military operations the boundary units of the Primorsk district came in expeditious submission of the commander by the 1st Far-Eastern front and the commanders of the army associations, and in some cases – commanders of general groups and units. To the frontier guards the number of major tasks was given and the operation outcome depended on competent and exact actions.
According to the plans of military command the frontier guards had to liquidate the frontier police posts and the other important objects prior to the border transition by the advanced battalions of shooting divisions of the first echelon of armies. 

Special groups of frontier guards were created. In the Primorsk boundary district they were called as the groups of attack. Their numerical structure was defined at the rate of one and a half-double superiority in relation to the staff of the object which is the subject to elimination.

The groups of attack were headed by the commanders of linear or reserve divisions of the boundary group (as a rule, it were the chiefs of frontier posts or the commandants of boundary sectors). For the aid to them the staff officers of the group or commandant's office were appointed. 3 – 6 officers entered the staff of the group of attack (investigator, scout, political worker, operator, the person serving in rear). Large posts stormed the summary groups of attack. The functions of the group of attack were: giving of battle-orders and the orders of the commander of the group of attack of a fighting order, interaction organization; getting and studying of the data of situation, investigation organization, maintaining the working card, maintenance of communication with the elements of fighting order and the staff of boundary group; fighting and material security of the group; protection of the command place.
As a part of the groups of attack of the Primorsk boundary district were created: investigation subgroup; 1 – 2 subgroups of blocking; 1 – 2 assault subgroups; reserve; subgroup on protection of the watercrafts (on the river sector); fire subgroups which were armed mortars and easel machine guns. Many groups were supported by the fire of artillery of the army units. The structure of groups joined the operators (on 2 radio operators), hospital attendants and conductors. They were armed with the machine guns and rifles, 2 – 6 machine guns, 4 grenades on the person. Each group had 10 – 15 anti-tank grenades, 10 – 15 Molotov cocktails, 15 – 20 kg of explosives. Assault subgroups were provided with the scissors to cut a wire, assault ladders, ropes with the hooks on the ends, the Finnish knifes and electric lamps. Blocking subgroups joined the operators with the tools for climbing the columns and sharp a wire for violation of wire communication. The sappers who had the means of mine clearing were the part of many groups.

Together with the groups of attack (task forces) the scouts from the units of the first echelon (10 – 30 people) moved forward. Behind the groups of attack (task forces) the support companies from the army units moved ahead. They had to engage if it accepted the long character, and to destroy the opponent together with the frontier guards. Liquidation of the important objects of the opponent was planned to carry out in the way of search, including the night. Liquidation by the frontier guards of Japanese posts and small garrisons of the opponent was considered as the beginning of attack of the Soviet armies. The commander-in-chief of the Soviet armies in the Far East, the marshal of the Soviet Union, A.M. Vasilevskiy noted: "… The frontier guards of the Far East carried out the other task, than that which fell to lot of defenders of the western boundaries... In August fights of 1945 against the Japanese aggressors border troops the first took the offensive" [1].
As the basis for development by the officers of the 1st offices of the staffs of boundary groups and the commandants of boundary sectors under the leadership of the chiefs of boundary groups the detailed plans of liquidation of the objects in the adjacent territory prospecting materials served. 

Interaction working off with the supporting divisions of artillery by a joint exit of commanders of the groups of attack and the commanders of supporting divisions of artillery and mortars on the district was carried out, call signals, coming and ceasefire [2] are made. Tables of signals of attack and call of fire of the supporting artillery were developed, for an identification there were white bandages on sleeves [3].

On the sector of the Primorsk boundary district there were the cases when Japanese objects in the adjacent territory liquidated the secret-service groups of the number of the Chinese, headed by the officers of the reconnaissance departments (offices) took place. So, the secret-service group of the 69th boundary group of the Primorsk district headed by the chief of investigation (only 10 people) successfully liquidated the small boundary group "Erzhenban’" numbering 10 people [4].

With the beginning of military operations in the Administration of border troops of the Primorsk district the following events were held: shift round-the-clock work in the departments and services is organized; measures of fire safety and the antiaircraft defense are strengthened; calculation of forces and means by the actions in emergency situations is specified; the exit and work order on the fields of KP, the order of mail transfer is determined. Special attention was paid to the questions of communication organization. To the all staff of management of the district was forbidden to be out of the apartments without the permission of immediate superiors [5].
It is remarkable in the same relation and the Order No. 215 of August 8, 1945 on the Administration of border troops of the Primorsk district. In it the facts of processing delay of different types of correspondence on the communication center of the 2nd echelon of administration (Vladivostok) were marked. Therefore the chief of the armies of the district ordered: to give on the communication channels only the quickly significant information (behind its signature); to reduce the limit of correspondence by 50%; from construction and operational department temporarily not to take the correspondence; to give correspondence of the department of the Administration of military supply of the People's Commissariat for Internal Affairs of the USSR only signed by his chief or the deputy.

Despite the taken measures, the staffs of boundary units insufficiently quickly directed the subordinated divisions, and the staff of armies of the boundary district in the first 2 – 3 days of war insufficiently actively got the data on the situation, wasn't critical to the coming information [6]. As a result, the reports on the situation had contradictory character.

Fear of the commanders (chiefs) independently to make private decisions was the other negative moment influencing the efficiency in management of the armies. At times the cable negotiations on the approval of private decisions, specification of the situation and the results of fighting operations were conducted for 2,5 hours [7]. And it occurred in spite of the fact that the main fighting operations on a war case in detail were planned in advance.
The important place when carrying out the fighting operations by the boundary units was given to the communication organization. 

For communication of the staffs of boundary groups with the groups of attack wire and mobile means of communication were used by the radio. However when using radio means there was a number of shortcomings: not all groups of attack were provided with the radio stations for communication with the senior chiefs, and the attacks which were available in the groups of radio means weren't fully used by their chiefs because of the insufficient training of radio operators to work under the field conditions [8].

Weather the conditions had certain negative impact on the quality of radio communication. So, in the night of August 9, 1945 because of the strong lightning discharges, proceeding about three hours, in the 57th boundary group of the Primorsk district the receiver burned down, the V-100-B radio station failed, fused all safety devices of the broadcasting center. Similar damages took place on the command places of commandants of the boundary sectors. Nevertheless, the failure of some means of communication didn't prevent to operate divisions and to have communication with the neighbors and the higher staffs: the use of duplicating means of communication and the roundabout communication channels was provided. At the beginning of operations the boundary group had a stable relation with the staff of the 35th army. Having lost management of the 109th strengthened area and the 269th shooting division because of the failure of means of communication during a thunder-storm, the commander of the 35th army fully used the means of communication of the boundary group. As a result, the number of orders of the commander of the army units passed through the group communication center.
For the radio communication organization under the field conditions in the Primorsk boundary district in the overland groups the reserve of radio stations by cars was created: in the 57th boundary group – 11-AK, in the 58th – 11-AK, in the 59th – RAF, in the 69th – V-100-B. All boundary commandant's offices of these groups also were provided with the mobile radio stations V-100-B; the frontier posts which are on the important directions in the operational relation, were provided with RB and RBM [9] radio stations.

The question of organization of educational work in the armies of the Primorsk boundary district in anticipation of the performance of fighting tasks is very interesting.

On August 4, 1945 the political department, as well as the all management of the district, was broken into two echelons. 26 officers headed by the chief of political department made the 1st echelon with the problems of stay on the command post of the chief of the armies and implementation of the party and political management by the fighting operations, service on the protection of border and protection of the army back of the field army. Other officers of the political department headed by the secretary of the party commission of the district remained in Vladivostok for the organization of the party and political work in the units which aren't participating in the operations and protection of the back. It was supposed that in the case of long military operations this group will direct the party and political work on the frontier protection.
In August, 1945 the 1st echelon of political department left on the command post of the chief of the armies of the district. Some changes were made to the organizational structure of the 1st echelon of political department. As a part of the 1st office the group of information into which entered was created: information instructors and two officers of the other offices; group of control as a part of four officers. Officers of the control group were directed on the territory of Manchuria together with the political departments of the overland boundary groups of the district for their control and informing of the political department of the district. Two officers of the 2nd office remained in the 2nd echelon, other six officers were sent to the 1st echelon, and, one officer was in the group of information and prepared appropriate section in the information report. The 2nd office knew the all questions of printing promotion. Edition and printing house of the district newspaper were subordinated to it. The newspaper issued daily. Its delivery to the armies was carried out by the planes of the 5th separate sea aviation squadron.  On August 12, 1945 the second group was sent to the boundary groups as a part of thirteen officers with the task of carrying out explanatory work, and on August 21 – one more group – for rendering the practical help to the 2nd echelons of political departments of the boundary groups in the party and political work. 

All the time while there were operations in the overland boundary groups of the district on strengthening there were 11 officers-political workers [10]. 

From the moment of input on August 14, 1945 the boundary units on the territory of Manchuria and till August 26, 1945 the political department of the district issued the daily information reports. The reports highlighted the performance by the units of operational tasks, political morale and military discipline of the staff, the main actions of the party and political work which is carried out in the units. Information reports helped the political department in due time all available means (newspapers, orientation of the units, private instructions, methodical development, tasks to the officers of political department at departure in the units) to influence the office activity of the units.
For operations by the political department of the Primorsk boundary district the special program of the political occupations which basis was made by two-hour subjects concerning the military education was developed. The lecture work during the operations wasn't widely adopted.

As a whole, the earlier developed plans of operations limited use of the units of border troops on elimination of the objects in the adjacent territory, including the frontier police groups and posts, small advanced garrisons, reconnaissance bodies, the advanced observation posts of the opponent, and also the implementation of special events (capture of the captured;  capture or destruction of the staff of reconnaissance bodies of the opponent and his agency;  capture of classified documents of reconnaissance bodies and frontier protection of the opponent). 

Close attention by direct preparation for the fighting operations on elimination of the objects was paid to the interaction working off with supporting divisions of the Red Army. In some cases the efficiency of actions of the groups of attack (task forces) on elimination of the objects in the adjacent territory made only 50%. It is explained, first of all, by an existence of incomplete data on the number of the opponent and the character of its engineering constructions. Therefore separate Japanese objects liquidated divisions of the Red Army.

During the military operations by the frontier guards of the Primorsk boundary district 33 Japanese objects in the adjacent territory and 51 gangs were liquidated; 1227 people are destroyed and taken prisoner 840th "Japanese-Manchurian"; 776 Japanese citizens are interned; 989 people are exposed in the course of filtration; 6006 people are inclined to capitulation and disarmament; 89 violators of the frontier are detained; all observation posts and observation towers in a borderland of Manchuria [11] are destroyed.

Thus, the situation developed on the overland sector with Japan demanded considerable efforts on the attraction of diverse forces and means. Studying of the experience of fighting application of the Soviet border troops will allow highlight the little-known pages of history of the World War II more widely.
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