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State policy concerning Korean migrants in the soviet Far East in 20 – 30th years of XX century

The article is devoted to the questions of activity of the Soviet authorities on the realization of policy concerning Korean migrants. The basic actions for integration of Koreans in a social and economic life of the Far East are considered. 
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Serious problem for the Russian Far East is the population reduction. The demographic situation becomes complicated by the proceeding outflow of the Russian-speaking population to the European part of Russia. It is accompanied by the strengthening of migratory stream of citizens from the next Asian countries.
In this connection the historical experience of realization of the state policy of Soviet Russia concerning the Korean migration as it was characterized by the resettlement of families on the constant residence to the Far Eastern region is of interest.
The immigration of Chinese people, without the dependence from intensity of the process, has been focused on time stay for the purpose of getting the greatest possible economic benefit.
The Korean migrants who filled shortage of manpower basically in agriculture actively participated in the life of the Far Eastern region of Russia in 20 – 30th years.
At the beginning the party and Soviet authorities did not undertake prohibitive measures concerning the families of Koreans, especially who wished to obtain the Soviet citizenship.
Data about the number of Korean population in the territory of the Far Eastern area in 1923 are different. A. Kuzin in his book «The Far Eastern Koreans: the life and tragedy of destiny» gives the number in 106,6 thousand [1]. According to census of rural and urban population of 1923 the general number of Korean population in the territory has made 110280 people [2]. According to the Commission on the Korean question of Dal’revkom, in 1923 in Primorsk province lived over 120980 Koreans. The difficulties of registration of the Korean economy have been connected by that they were not large and separated among themselves. Basically the Korean settlements settled down in the valleys of the rivers and on hillsides, far from densely populated areas and had no convenient ways of communication.
The next years the number of Korean population in the region constantly increased. In 1925 in the territory there were 140073 Koreans that made 8,65% of all population of the region [3].
For the purpose of streamlining of locating of the Korean migrants on the area of the territory, the Decision of the Far-eastern Revolutionary Committee from May, 8th, 1923 has installed the Instruction of the National Commissariat of Internal affairs from February, 14th, 1921 «About delivery of the residence permits to foreign citizens» [4]. According to this instruction all Korean citizens of foreign citizenship, within two months from the date of visa registration should give the statement for getting the residence permit of the established form. The provincial Department of Internal Affairs gave out to the citizen of Korea who has shown the national passport, "Residence permit" within 6 months. The local bodies could prolong it, but no more than for 6 months. To the immigrants who have not given the national passport, time three-monthly residence permits, for granting possibility in this term of corresponding documents were given out. By the presentation of documents the time certificates lasted. By the departure abroad the "Residence permit" was exchanged on the national passport.
The decision of Dal’revkom from July, 25th, 1924 «About the simplified order of reception in the Soviet citizenship of Koreans-working, moved to FER till 1918» [5], provided clearing of Koreans of representation by the statement for acceptance in the Soviet citizenship of national passports. It was enough to give the certificate which is given out by the regional Executive Committees and the Village Soviets in which the term in the territory of RSFSR was affirmed, an occupation and the loyal relation to the Soviet power proved.
For 1923 – 1924 in Primorsk province the Soviet citizenship was got by 12783 Koreans from 18497 persons given the statements [6].
For optimization of work among the Korean migrants in 1922 by the regional administrations posts of representatives on the Korean affairs have been founded. Their department included the supervision over carrying out into the life of national policy of the Soviet local authorities concerning the Korean population, and also the studying of economic and legal status of Koreans and the assistance to their material and cultural development. With Korean population worked the instructors whom did not suffice. To find Russian in demanded quantity who perfectly knew the Korean language or politically correct Koreans who perfectly knew Russian, was very difficult. 
In 20 – 30th years there was a process of active integration of Korean workers to the social and economic life of the region.
As the agriculture was the basic employment of Koreans, the shortage of lands was the serious problem of Korean population. The Korean families had to lease the land for high payment. For example, according to the land administration in Vladivostok district for October, 1st, 1926 from 18809 Korean economy 10892 court yard were landless and renting the lands at the district executive committees and local peasants [7].
Renting the lands under crops of rice at the district executive committees, the Korean economy paid 30 rubles and above for dessiatina, separately paying 30 rubles more for water use with irrigated of dessiatina of the rice field. With the local peasants leasing the lands, the Korean families paid off with nature-products: for dessiatina under rice on the new lands – from 15 to 22 poods of the brought down rice, and for dessiatina of the rice crops on an old plantation – from 22 to 40 poods of the brought down rice and on 40 – 50 poods of straw from dessiatina, separately paying the water use or building independently the system of irrigation canals [8].
The land disorder of Korean population was an obstacle in the way of development of agriculture of the Far East and created favorable conditions for exploitation of Korean population.
Giving to Korean families the land plots occurred in two ways: redistribution of the lands of prosperous peasants; resettlement of Koreans on virgin lands in other areas of the Far East.
Thus, Koreans were given with the land, and during too time settled out from frontier areas deep into region.
The problems of territorial placing of Koreans were aggravated with continuously proceeding immigration from Korea and Manchuria to the Soviet Far East. In January, 1925 the National commissariat of foreign affairs has decided "to take all accessible measures for stopping of the inflow of Chinese and Koreans to the Soviet territory" and recognized as necessary "to develop first of all colonization from the internal provinces of Russia" as spontaneous settling of the Far East by Chinese and Koreans is "serious danger" [9]. 
In the late twenties the inflow of Korean immigrants was considerably reduced. It was promoted by the strengthening of protection of border and toughening of the policy of the Soviet state concerning the Asian immigration.
The decision of the Council of National Commissioners of RSFSR from January, 28th, 1927 had been confirmed the Instruction about conditions and order of granting of the lands for the needs of agricultural immigration. According to the received instructions of the Far-Eastern territorial administration has given the following order. To all Koreans who moved to the territory till November, 15th, 1922 and have proved the settled character of the residing without dependence from citizenship, but at obligatory presence at them the political rights to give the land in labor using whenever possible on the place of residing and in the requirements quite providing the needs of economy. To those who has arrived after the above-stated time to give the land in the places of moving on the terms of free rent on a contract basis, with the subsequent transfer into labor land tenure or into the paid rent. To the persons running to the Russian territory because of the prosecutions for political activity or religious beliefs, to give labor allotments at once, independently from the time of coming.
To stimulate the moving of Koreans and to provide in new places the conditions, the privileges established for usual planned immigrants have been extended to them, and as:
- on each family the advance payment of 30 rubles on a place of an exit and 70 rubles after the arrival to Khabarovsk was given, and the general size of the long-term loan help was defined in 270 rubles, without considering 10% of this sum which was for general needs;
- the discount for purchase of forest products for erection of inhabited and economic constructions, and as the lowered rate on fuel acquisition was established 75%;
- during 5 years the Korean economy were released from the payment of agricultural tax;
- to the young men from Korean movers the draught deferment was given [1, p. 68 – 69].
In connection with the decision on resettlement of Korean population the special order of its collectivization was established. Having citizenship of the USSR were collectivized in accordance with general practice by the creation both national, and the mixed Russian- Korean collective farms. Not being citizens of the USSR, not having allotments, united in the village associations and agricultural artels in the case of need to move their whole settlements.
In 1931 in the Far-Eastern region 149 Korean collective farms uniting 7442 families were organized [9], in 1934 their number has increased to 200 [1, p. 82].
These years in the medium of Korean population the cultural and educational work was developed – the Korean clubs, libraries and red corners were organized, the newspapers in Korean language were published. 
The Soviet authorities gave great value to an exclusive formation of Korean population as schools should become the state policy conductors.
In 1923 in the territory of the Soviet Far East 224 Korean schools where were trained more than 11 thousand of Korean children functioned [10]. The last reorganization assumed the introduction in them of teaching both native, and Russian. The overcoming of ethnic isolation of Koreans and the rapprochement of cultures of the Korean population and the people of the Soviet Far East was an overall objective.
Party and Soviet establishments together with the national education bodies spent an active work for "cleaning" of the staff of Korean teachers for the purpose of an establishment of their suitability to the school work, first of all from the political party. The part of teachers has been dismissed. The schools of various religious and political organizations were subject to closing, and the private – transfer to the state. As a result of the spent actions in region in 1926 there were 167 Korean schools of the first step, 3 seven-year, 1 school of the second step, and 1 school for country youth. In 1925 – 1926 the branch at Vladivostok Soviet party school was organized, the branch of working faculty by the Far-Eastern state university and pedagogical college. In the region 138 points on liquidation of illiteracy have opened and 15 log huts-reading rooms have been developed. All log huts-reading rooms worked at the expense of means of Korean population. 8 red corners and 3 clubs have been opened [11].
By 1927 the number of Korean schools has made 172 where 18510 children were trained. In 1932 – 33 in the Far-Eastern region 283 Korean schools in which 966 teachers trained 25843 children already were [12]. 
The important role in the matter of education of Korean population was played by the national newspaper «The First of March», created in 1923. In Pos’etsk area the newspaper «By the way of Lenin» was published. The magazine «New life» was in Korean language. 6 newspapers and 7 magazines were published in Korean language in the territory.
For the first six years of Soviet power it was possible to publish in Korean language 180 thousand copies of books and brochures [13]. In 1934 in the Far-Eastern territory 36 Korean authors were.
To the middle of 30th years in the Far-Eastern territory in Korean language the newspapers "Vanguard", "Worker", «the Country newspaper», «the Red star», «Lenin's Way», «the Stalin way», «the New world», "Culture", «the Stalin tribune», and as a number of magazines were published.
On September, 25th, 1932 in Vladivostok the Korean national drama theatre on the basis of city theatrical circles, the cultural brigade and semiprofessional troupe from young workers has been created.
In the late thirties of the XX century the Soviet government has considered necessary to clear the USSR of foreigners owing to the political reasons. This decision was reflected in Korean population of the region. The authorities doubted reliability of Koreans in the case of occurrence of the military conflict in the Far East with the participation of Japan.
The deportation of Koreans has begun in September, 1937. On the basis of the joint decision of Sovnarkom and the Central Committee of VKP (b) № 1428-326 «About the eviction of Korean population from the borders of the Far-Eastern territory », signed by Stalin and Molotov. 171781 persons of Koreans have been moved from frontier areas of the Far East to a new residence [14]. These were some areas of Kazakhstan and the Tashkent area of Uzbekistan.
The deportation of Koreans from the Far East has deprived the region of the significant amount of manpower. The process of their involving in the socialist building has been interrupted. Thereby the Soviet authorities have confirmed the fact of prevalence of political interests over economic in the development of the Far East.
The Soviet state has spent considerable resources for the purpose of rendering the assistance to Korean population of the region in the matter of strengthening of their economic and social situation, an increase of cultural level. Having moved the Korean families from the region the state has reduced to zero all efforts on the integration of Korean population into economic and cultural life of the Far East.
Now, when again there is a problem of the sparsely populated areas of the region, it is necessary to consider as positive, so and negative experience of the Asian immigration to the Far East in a specified period.
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