Natal’ya Petrovna Sidorova – Candidate of Sociology, docent of the chair of social work and sociology of the Far-Eastern academy of public service (Khabarovsk). E-mail: sociology@dvags.ru 
Financial position and the social characteristics of young people of the region: the sociological analysis
In the article the material position of young people of the region, and also the interrelation of material position and social characteristics of contemporary young people is analyzed.
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The understanding of legitimacy of the development of young people as the social group is directly connected with the determination of its role and position in public reproduction, the subject of which is it.

The financial position of young people – the basis of the social health of young people, moods and political education, its sympathies and antipathies to the politicians, claims to the official organs of authority. The problem of material supply of population of the country in recent years makes the object of debates, occasion for the expression of dissatisfaction by different social groups.

As showed the conducted investigation
, the financial position of young people is sufficiently far from the level of its demands, but nevertheless sufficiently favorable for the realization of its potential.

According to the results of conducted study only 27,4% of respondents, from the number interrogated that the income on one family member comprises less than 8 thousand rubles. Thus, more than two thirds of young people have an income of higher than the living minimum. This index is somewhat above in comparison with the studies of 2004, when about 40% of respondents noted that their income makes less than 5 thousand rubles on one family member, i.e., it is lower than the living minimum. The data of change are coordinated with the general tendencies of an improvement of the level of the welfare of population during preceding period (table 1).
Таble 1

Average monthly income on one family member of respondent depending on the age (in the percentages of the number of those interrogated)
	Questions
	17
	24
	29
	In all

	1. About 8000 thousand rubles
	25,2
	31,1
	26,2
	27,4

	2. 8000-16000 rubles
	31,6
	42,0
	45,3
	39,2

	3. 16000-24000 rubles
	14,0
	12,8
	16,4
	14,3

	4. 24000-32000 rubles
	2,8
	5,9
	3,7
	4,1

	5. 32000 rubles and more
	5,6
	0,5
	3,3
	3,2

	6. Difficult to answer
	20,8
	7,8
	5,1
	11,7


In this case, the young people at the age of 24 years are in the worse position, here the share of respondents, who noted that their income is less than 8 thousand rubles to the person, made more than 30%. Probably this is explained by the fact that for this period dependent on age the stage of professional formation of young people and separation from parental family is fallen to the larger degree. Since, the estimation of the real material security of the family, in which grew the young people, essentially differs from the economic position of their own family. Most frequently the income of young family is substantially below according to the results of studies.

The analysis of the level of material security of young people in the section of territories showed that in somewhat worse position proved to be the young people, who live in the rural locality. Here the share of young people, who has the income of below 8 thousand rubles somewhat higher than general indices and made only more than 30% of the number of those interrogated, which also coincides with the general tendencies of a change in the level of material security in the dependence the territories of living (table 2). 
Table 2
Average monthly income on one family member of respondent depending on the age (in the percentages of the number of those interrogated)
	Question
	Khabarovsk
	Komsomol’sk-on-Amur
	Village
	In all

	1. About 8000 thousand rubles
	22,9
	27,2
	31,1
	27,4

	2. 8000-16000 rubles
	35,0
	45,6
	39,5
	39,2

	3. 16000-24000 rubles
	17,1
	11,6
	13,5
	14,3

	4. 24000-32000 rubles
	6,3
	1,4
	3,7
	4,1

	5. 32000 rubles and more
	5,0
	2,7
	2,0
	3,2

	6. Difficult to answer
	13,8
	11,6
	10,1
	11,7


Thus it is apparent that the level of material security of the young people according to the results of a study can be evaluated as satisfactory, since in recent years the share of young people having substandard income was reduced; however, the general indices of the level of material security are still distant both from the needs of young people and from the average incomes of population as a whole.

For the more detailed analysis let us divide young people into three groups on the material level guarantee.

The first group, young people, whose average monthly income on one family member makes less than 8000 rubles – “of moderate means”. The second group is the young people, whose income is from 8000 to 24000 rubles to one family member – “of average means”. And the third group –young people, whose income is more than 24000 rubles to one family member – “well-off”.

Of course, this separation is sufficiently conditionally, but it makes it possible to isolate some social special features of these groups of young people.

So the main part of the “well-off” young people (71,4% of the number of those interrogated), whose income is above 24000 rubles per month, make unmarried young people, which in many respects and determines their large material independence, they work “only on themselves”, without burdening themselves by dependant load (children, unemployed husband so forth). 
Besides, this group of the “well-off” young people possesses the higher owner's potential. So according to the results of interrogation the share of young people, who said that they would want to be occupied by the owner's activity is more than by 10% higher than, among the young people of other groups (pic. 1).
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Pic. 1. Results of the answers of respondents to the question: “Would you like to be occupied by the owner's activity?” (in percentages of the number of those interrogated)
The group of the “well-off” young people also differs from the rest in terms of the low level of uneasiness in the case of the job loss. So only less than 30% (27,1%) of those interrogated from this group said according to the results of interrogation that the prospect for unemployment frightens them. Whereas among “of moderate-means” young people this index makes 46,7% of the number of those interrogated of this group (pic. 2).

[image: image2.emf]0

10

20

30

40

50

yes, strongly a little does not disturb

46,7

41,1

12,2

29,2

55,1

15,7

27,1

45

27,9

of moderate means of average means well-off


Pic. 2. Results of the answers of respondents to the question: “Does the prospect for unemployment frighten you?” (in percentages of the number of those interrogated)
The differences between the groups of young people on the level of material security were revealed and with respect to different types of non-social behavior. Thus, evaluating the merit of different methods of getting money, depending on material security, the young people have different positions in their estimations.

So evaluating this method of an improvement of their financial position how “to get married on account” 18,4% of those interrogated of “moderate-means” young people estimated as “normally”, while among the “well-off” young people this estimation gave only 10,9% of those interrogated. “Unworthy with any circumstances” this method of obtaining the money is for 39,8% of “moderate-means” young people and 46,9% of the “well-off”.

“Unworthy with any circumstances to enter the physical proximity for the pay” consider 63,5% of the number of “moderate-means” young people and 73,6% of the “well-off”.

“To take that which badly lies” consider normal only 3,6% of “moderate-means” and 7,9% – of “well-off”.

“To obtain with craftiness” consider normal 9,1% of “moderate-means” and 19,5% of the “well-off” young people.

Certainly, as a whole various asocial forms of obtaining material supplies by the young people are similar, but the degree of estimation “of normality” and “non-normality” of these forms by the young people depending on their intrinsic level of material prosperity differs (pic. 3).
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Pic. 3. Distribution of the estimations of “normally” various forms of obtaining material supplies by the different groups of young people
Comparing the groups of young people depending on their level of material supply, the differences in the value orientations of these groups were revealed.

So, on the entire analyzed values different estimations of their significance for the representatives of different groups of young people were revealed (pic. 4).
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Pic. 4. Ranking of values by young people (in percentages of the number of those interrogated) 
As can be seen from the picture on all values there are divergences in the degree of estimation from the significance.

In addition to this, if we analyze the hierarchy of values for the different groups that here, also is the difference.

So for the group “of moderate-means” the hierarchy of three most significant values appears as follows: 
1 – “health” – 60,8%; 
2 – “material-provided life” – 52,8%; 
3 – “happy family life” – 50,3%.

However, for the group of the “well-off” young people the following values are most meant: 
1 – “health” – 70,8%; 
2 – “love” – 54,6%; 
3 – “material-provided life” – 46,9%; 
Thus, with the retention of the general tendencies in estimations of the most significant values, for each group of young people, depending on their level of material prosperity, the vital values differ somewhat.

These groups are distinguished, and depending on overall mood to their own future: than higher the level of welfare, than with the larger hope and the optimism they look into the future (table 3).

Table 3
Distribution of the answers to the question “With what mood do you look into the future?” (in percentages of the number of those interrogated)

	
	“of moderate-means”
	“of average means”
	“well-off”

	1. With hope and optimism
	47,0
	48,2
	63,8

	2. Quietly
	26,3
	29,3
	19,2

	3. With anxiety and uncertainty
	15,2
	13,2
	6,2

	4. With fear and desperation
	3,5
	2,5
	1,5

	5. Difficult to answer
	8,1
	6,8
	9,2


As a whole, it is possible to say that, in spite of a certain improvement in financial position of young people in the region, under the contemporary conditions of this it is not sufficient. Since young people as the social group, which participates in the process of the social reproduction of inequality, being included in society, being integrated into its structures, it inherits not only the living conditions and relations, left to it by the parental generations, but also, reforming them, realizes its innovation potential. And for the development of the region “well-off” young people are more promising, to the larger degree ready to be occupied by the owner's activity, more confident at the labor market, more resistant to the crisis actions.

� NIR “The young people of Khabarovsk territory: problem and prospect”, in 2009 the general population made young people of Khabarovsk territory of three age classes – 17, 24 and 29 years. The volume of stratified sampling made 695 respondents. The type of stratified sampling – multistage, quota – in the section of three fundamental characteristics (sex, age, the territory of stay), random at the stage of selection of respondents. Scientific leaders – Doctor of Sociology, professor N.M. Baikov, candidate of Sociology, docent Yu.V. Berezutskiy.
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