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Reproduction of inequality of educational capacity as the negative factor of social stratification
For the social structure of contemporary Russian society is characterized by disintegration tendencies, which are due as different rates of social change and spatial unevenness of the reform and regional specificity. These effects stratification processes are among the major social problems of contemporary Russian society. One such problem is the unequal access to education, reflected in particular in primary vocational education. Social selection leads to the marginalization of the representatives of the poor and to establish their lower social status. 
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Modern radical transformation in Russia and their social consequences have made the problem of changing social structure of one of the most discussed – among sociologists, historians, and eco-Mist, and among the general population. The study of various aspects of social change is undoubtedly one of the priority areas of sociology, and with it connected the search for new approaches to empirical research and conceptualization in this area. 
Any period of transition will inevitably entail the emergence of a new system of social inequality. Success and social status of some and the impoverishment of others lead to the rupture of friendly relations, the disintegration of communities, the disappearance of social groups and classes. The change in the social status of the group and the loss of group identity are painful process for the society and require scientific understanding. 
Qualitative leap in changing the state of Russian society, a sort of peaceful revolution, experienced by them in the past decade and a half, is nearing completion. At least in terms of changing social structure of society, a period of relative quiet evolution. As noted by N. Tikhonova, which means that it was time analysis of the social outcomes of the last period, that from what is real social groups composed of Russian society today than they differ among themselves, and what will be the speaker for their further development [1]. No accident that in recent years have increasingly appeared the work which attempts to estimate prevailing in modern Russia the system of stratification [2]. 
The dramatic social and economic change in countries undergoing transition to democratic norms and relations found combined with the tendency of social differentiation of society. This process can not accompanied by the emergence of ambiguous, contradictory trends, both at different social levels and within different social structures and institutions. 
As noted by Timo Piiraynen, a new social stratification of society formed currently in Russia. In a simplified form of his analysis is based on the idea that in the transition Russian people define their position mainly on the basis of where they could or should invest its resources or property. Small elite has learned and practices of the market economy of modern societies. A little more than "thick layer" emerged middle class also tends to develop in this direction. However, along with the creation of modern institutions of "new middle class" still relies on old structures. Numerous as the lower part provided the vertical model of social stratification of the population uses a strategy of mixing market structures, the old state-centralized command system and the informal economy. Toward the bottom of this conditional social scale are those proletarianized layers (strata), which must rely on the pathetic remnant of the old system, not relying on any assistance authorities. Democracy, economy, and perhaps emerging elements of civil society are good for the elites and, perhaps, for certain social groups, "the new middle class." But the general population is still in some way outsiders newly emerging democratic institutions and processes "[3]. 
The system of vocational education in these circumstances is not only seen as a national institution that reflects all the characteristics of modern society, but as a real force, with the potential to facilitate a constructive process of overcoming social inequality. 
However, equal education and access to education does not guarantee social equity. Certificate of education in transforming Russia, as in many Western countries today is not a social "lift", allowing the holder to enter the upper floors of the social hierarchy, and often the only means of survival. Changing role of the institute of professional education in society is a serious argument for investigating the causes of the reproduction of social inequality. 
Increased availability of such a channel for upward mobility as an institution of education not only leads to social integration, but also of the social conflict, especially if the mismatch habit bonds between status characteristics and level of income. 
The theory of social stratification takes into account the multiple structural constraints to quality education and achieve social objectives. Inequality of access to social benefits is determined by the concept of deprivation associated with poverty and other forms of social disadvantage, the complexity of identifying and deprivation. Considerable impact on quality education provides economic and family circumstances that subsequently largely determines the level of income specialist. No Guarantee of employment provided massivization education is the epitome of individualization of social inequality in the form of social resources. In view of the importance of the social institution of education for the development of society, the explanation of phenomena and processes, identifying inconsistencies in their interaction is one of the most pressing problems of sociology. It is the modern sociology can interpret and reflect on the accumulated knowledge of the various branches of science on society, including, and the role of education in overcoming and reproduction of social inequality. 
In 1950 – 70 years in many countries there is reform of educational systems, whose purpose was such a change in the education system to schools and other educational institutions to counteract the inequality of origin. For example, in England in 1944 Education Act was passed, which introduced free schooling and raised the minimum age for leaving school before 15 years. In 1964, the U.S. was hailed «The economic opportunity act», which Congress has opened a "war on poverty." It was decided to help representatives of the lower strata of society to develop the necessary skills, education and good jobs. In the "war on poverty" in 1966, begins its work program «Head Start», an annual exercise designed to help in preparing for the school hundreds of thousands of children from poor families. In Russia in 1958 adopted the "Khrushchev's" education reform, according to which introduced compulsory secondary education, and age of school has been extended to 15 years. Similar reforms have been adopted in many countries, and you can select a number of general results of these transformations: 
1) Admission to schools has increased significantly, lower secondary education in most countries has become mandatory. 
2) The relationship between social background and the number of years, which rye individual spends in educational institutions has become less pronounced. 
3) Gradually disappeared in favor of men over women in education. 
After these significant changes in educational systems, a number of publications in which the authors tried to understand whether these changes are influenced by the inequality in education, and if affected, how? [4]. The authors of these works came to the following conclusions: 
• The relationship between the achievements chances in education and the origin of the individual is still there. 
• The introduction of these reforms leads to the effect of the "bottleneck". Thus, the mass distribution of universal secondary education at a time when opportunities for higher education have grown to a lesser extent, led to a significant intensification of competition at the transition between school and university, and this effect is more affected children from disadvantaged families. 
• Despite all the reforms that found a stable influence of social background on educational outcomes. [5] Today this problem is very acute in Russia. Incredible growth of socio-economic inequalities in fact led to the creation of two education systems – for the poor and the rich, which received the research evidence [6]. 
In modern Russian conditions such framework for analysis of access to education are unduly narrow. Previous studies have revealed significant inequality of opportunities for quality education: not equal chances in rural and urban residents, people with different income levels and those from families belonging to different social groups. Today the problem of access to education ceases to be a problem only socially vulnerable. It should be considered primarily in terms of specific needs and educational opportunities in various population groups, differentiable on a number of social and economic parameters [7]. 
The above guidelines actualized the solution of such problems of professional education, such as: the inconsistency of the labor market and education market, lack of qualified personnel, especially in high-tech and innovative areas, lack of effective partnerships between vocational education and the business community; unduly stretched preparation time workers; prestige of blue-collar occupations, the discrepancy educational-material base of educational institutions with modern production techniques and changes in the labor market, which result in lack of demand for major specialties and areas of training, termination or significant budget cuts, leaving the most highly qualified in another area, offering higher wages ; the emergence of stronger competitors, etc. 
The dramatic social and economic change in countries undergoing transition to democratic norms and relations found combined with the tendency of social differentiation of society. This process can not accompanied by the emergence of ambiguous, contradictory trends, both at different social levels and within different social structures and institutions. The system of vocational education in these circumstances is not only seen as a national institution that reflects all the characteristics of modern society, but as a real force, with the potential to facilitate a constructive process of overcoming / reproduction of social inequality. 
The process of overcoming social inequalities through professional socialization is closely with the levels of accessibility and quality of vocational education for members of different social groups. As a result of serious reforms in transforming Russia there were a number of social groups that have very limited access to quality education. Differentiation of access to quality education has an impact on the social structure of society. 
Today, social inequality in the vocational education system is manifested in the deprivation of the majority of young people to acquire high-quality vocational education and, consequently, it becomes the basis for the formation of new economic classes, strata and layers. There is a trend that continued for more than one decade, manifested in the exclusion from quality education sufficiently large populations. The established mechanism of social selection, unequal access to educational resources, people from different social groups and strata, and a system of barriers that stand in the way of quality education based on place of residence, social origin, family capital and family education actors in education. This is especially true for a system of initial vocational education, where as in a mirror reflects the process of social property, social status and socio-territorial stratification of society, the trends of social inequalities [8]. In fact, the public education system is developing in such a way that ensures the reproduction and even increasing social inequalities in society. This inequality arises at the level of preschool education and later preserved and reinforced at all subsequent stages of education. 
Initial vocational education has traditionally played an important role in the social protection of youth. For several years, it provides employment for less performing students, thereby reducing the danger of social explosion. 
Recently, this function acquires la unprecedented value and is used as one of the major arguments in favor of conservation and even development of the existing system. 
Students, in most cases, be accepted for study and contained in an educational institution with little regard for academic indicators and the competitive struggle for the right to occupy an important place-educational. This is one reason for the inability of the closed system of vocational education to respond adequately to the needs of the labor market structure and volume of training professions. If today is the position can be determined   economic transition, a difficult demographic situation, the financial difficulties of families, interests, social without danger, in the long term this could lead to undesirable results for society. Teen takes well over that was offered to study the specialty, which is not in demand, and therefore self-learning is less important than the fact that it is his retention off the streets, exacerbating the problem of social exclusion. This negatively affects both the behavior and the learning process. As noted in the L. Stolyarenko and A. Merzhoyeva, "... in the general education social selection operates on the basis of selection of students based on academic performance, which are largely determined by family social and cultural capital, the prospects for higher education and the ratio of teachers to students' social biography. Social selection is detected at the level of dropping out of the general education system come from disadvantaged and poor families and incentives for education of students with social status and cognitive benefits. Social selection limits the value of general education as an elevator of social mobility and increases the risk of functional illiteracy among young people from poor and un-adopted of the social strata "[9]. Social selection is indicated in the two dominant forms: monetary (income) and status (social class), gets the legitimacy of the state's educational policy to abolish compulsory secondary education, and implementing a differentiated approach to the financing of educational institutions by transferring to the municipal level. 
The number of workers in the Amur region is significantly higher than in Russia as a whole: it is more than half the working population. However, due to economic and socio-demographic trends in the allocation of skilled personnel in the region is one of the busiest in Russia. Mass layoffs of workers with large enterprises of the republic in the 90 years have led to the loss of mass of highly qualified staff, the closure of many professions working in primary vocational education. The average proportion of workers with basic vocational education, demanded by industrial enterprises is 80,3% of total requirements, which makes the allocation of skilled personnel is not just a crisis, but rather disastrous. Regionalization of training the workers, expressed in the transfer to the regional funding for the majority of primary vocational education institutions of the republic, required not only to its optimization, but also bring its structure into line with the needs of the region's economy. 
The predominance of the age group of older workers reflects the negative trend to lack of young professionals. Alarm is also a low proportion of workers with basic vocational education in the total number of skilled workers (18%). Distribution of education level of workers by industry indicates that more serious problems. The lowest level of education of workers demonstrated in the manufacture of machinery and equipment, that is, those activities that are considered to be "knowledge intensive". 
Low levels of education of workers of basic  sectors also points to lack of use by large enterprises building of basic vocational education, a lack of mutual interest in cooperation and the reluctance of young people working in industry. In addition, this situation is also due to a lack of training for many strong deficit trades, forcing companies to use their own resources, carrying out training in the workplace or in the system of training centers. That's why the whole of the workers predominate workers without professional education. Of particular note is that the basic needs of employers have the high level of skills of workers: representatives of the majority most deficient occupations, according to employers, must have qualifications in a range from 4 to 6 categories. Meanwhile, educational institutions can not offer such high level of training of the workforce: in most specialties of primary vocational education is assigned 3 digits, and only a small number – 4 digits (no more than 25%). That is the most scarce and in demand occupations, such, for example, turner, welder, milling, machine, mechanic, electrician, etc. marked discrepancy between actual and desired skill level, which makes the situation with the provision of these professions even more tense. 
Study in vocational schools now undervalued, it is believed two thirds of the nationwide survey (66%) believe in the reverse 17% of respondents (17% still abstained from the single answer to this question). More often than other low value of vocational education are people who themselves have completed higher education (81%), residents of large cities and megacities (72 – 75%), as well as the citizens between the ages of 18 and 35 (76%). Above all vocational training is listed among the people, whose own educational level below secondary school level – 28% of this group called the study at a prestigious vocational school – as well as among citizens with low income and rural residents (23%) [10]. 
In the representation of 53%, young people today are reluctant to go to vocational school, a quarter of Russians (26%) think that young people go there willingly, every fifth (21%) were not taken to judge. 
Many people believe that the vocational school – a lot of adolescents, which are non-lack of knowledge or ability to go to college. On average, this opinion is shared by every second Russian (49%), more often – people who themselves were in high schools (59%), and metropolitan residents (57%). About one-third of Russians (31%) believe that the majority of teens entering the vocational school – is competent and capable young people, which if desired could do in high school. A fifth of the respondents the question of educational and intellectual level of the modern student PTU caused difficulties. 
As is known, feature training in vocational schools is a combination of general (i.e., "school") and vocational education. According to 39% of respondents, the majority of Russian technical colleges provide a good general education, 31% of respondents believe that the school curriculum in most Russian vocational taught badly. Almost a third (30%) did not answer this question. 
If we talk about vocational education in general, its positive side people see primarily focus on specific, in this case, as a rule, relevant, appropriate public profession. For example, 29% of respondents answering the open-ended question "What do you think are the positive aspects of training in vocational schools?", Saying that young people can quickly learn a profession, one in ten (10%) stressed that in such a way Teens' kill two birds: "complete upper secondary education and acquire a profession; about the same (9%) noted that vocational training is focused on the necessary working skills («... now work needed, and then left alone oligarchs") . A number of respondents (3%) said the high quality of this type of education as a whole ("Training is good, even better than at school"). Some of those benefits as a possible for the guys "get free profession and become a serious, self-reliant people (3%). 
Calling, as in the form of responses to open-ended question, the negative side of teaching in vocational schools, the respondents most commonly said that these institutions give poor, poor education (15%). As noted by 8%, it is undervalued education, with hard and in high school do, and get to work. According to 5% of respondents in a vocational school – a complex, problematic enrollment, and in view of the same percentage of participants in the survey, the teenagers out there to fend for themselves, their education is not engaged, and the teaching staff in vocational schools – is weak. 
Almost certainly is the view that vocational schools do easily (73%). More often shared by people with higher education (85%), residents of Moscow (83%) and youth (81%). It is believed that in the PTU to do today is difficult, 8% of survey participants. Difficult to answer this question 19% of respondents. 
With regard to prospects for employment after vocational school, there is agreement in the public opinion is not observed: 28% of respondents believe that after the vocational school to get a job easily in the specialty, while 43% think that it's hard to do (29% were undecided). The view that graduates of vocational schools do not have problems with employment, most often expressed Muscovites (54%) and residents of other cities in Russia (35 – 40%), as well as people with higher education (40%) and younger respondents (34%). The opposite is more likely to stick to small towns, as well as people with low incomes (about half the responses in each group). 
Considering that PTU provides good employment opportunities, arguing their point of view (in the form of responses to open-ended question), most often talked about the shortage of workers in Russia (12%), it was emphasized that today, "... no one wants to go in workers (3%). Some put the success of employment of graduates in vocational schools, depending on what profession they have chosen (4%). Some respondents felt that graduates of vocational schools usually do not have problems with employment, because they receive not just theoretical knowledge, as in high school, and a particular specialty, skills that enable them to start work immediately (3%). In the same proportion of responses highlighted that employment is not a problem for those who agree on a heavy, low-paying jobs. Claimed another 2% of survey participants, the majority of schools have established links with industry and graduates receive direction on production. 
Think that the graduate professional schools, as a rule, is difficult to find work in their professions as the main obstacle is the lack of a young man of professional experience ("everywhere you want to experience", "young people without experience no one trusts") – 13% . In addition, some (2%) said that employers are biased against the young (who needs a youth?", "Youth – are afraid to take", "the young do not believe"). According to 12% of respondents in the country today in general "no work", and another 2% have focused on the lack of well, "decent work". Some respondents believe that the PTU give poor education, which is not listed on the labor market (5%) did not meet the demand structure in the profession (2%). According to 4% today to enjoy the preferential demand specialists with higher education. 
Two-fifths of respondents (39%) preclude such an option, that their own child or other close relative will learn PTU (mostly talking about the unacceptability of this highly educated people – 52%, and residents of Moscow and cities – 44% and 49% of responses respectively). For a somewhat smaller percentage of respondents (37%), a prospect that looks acceptable (they are mostly residents of big cities – 46%). 
Analysis allows us to highlight the following factors in determining the low-level cue relevance and prestige of working specialties: 
- Low level of logistical and staffing facilities with primary and secondary education. 
- Break the existing links between primary and secondary education and industry. 
- High attractiveness of the higher education system at the expense of a higher social status and opportunities to get a reprieve from the army. 
- Negative attitude of parents towards primary and secondary vocational education, as "potentially criminal" an environment where their child will fall under "bad influence". 
Thus, a change in the social functions of the education system, resulting in the educational system in the Russian society is focused on the reproduction of social group, social and territorial disparities, which leads to social exclusion of students from poor and disadvantaged families, resulting in a failure of an educational resource for integrating into society and move to the position of the social outsider. Overlaps the most important channel of social (vertical) mobility of the individual, which is reflected in the manifestations of deprivation, which will increasingly be characterized by the social groups who are deprived of opportunities of getting quality education. 
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