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Ethno and politics: limits of political orientations of people 

of the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)

The article reveals the limits of political orientations of people living in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), and also their vision of state security problems throughout the prism of ethnic factor.
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The article tries to reveal social general state, precisely political orientations of people living in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) (hereinafter – RS(Y)) and representing various ethnic groups. The scientific circulation is introduced with results of large regional sociological research in the frames of scientific-research work of the Institute of Humanitarian Research of the Academy of Sciences of RS(Y) “The Republic of Sakha (Yakutia): problems of regional security in terms of globalizing world (social-political aspect)”, being held in 2005-2007 throughout the prism of population’s understanding of limits of political interests in the space of multi-structure state.
Study of political regulations and population’s view of national state establishment, as well as setting their limits, allows determine their relationship onto current political processes and acting institutes, limits of regional stability, relevance and influence of the ethnic factor on political persuasions and orientations of the society.
Sociological research was held at five localities of the Republic, representing its three geographic zones: the South Yakutia, its central and Arctic parts (two cities of republican subjection: Yakutsk and Neryungri, three localities of rural type: Berdigestyakh, Churapcha, Abyi villages).
The capital of the RS(Y) is Yakutsk – the political, administrative, education and cultural, scientific-information center (according to data of 2002 All-Russia census there live 246.3 thousand people (25% of the republic’s population). National structure of the population: if by 1989 census the correlation was 62.5% of Russians – 25.1% of Yakuts, so by 2002 census it switched to 46% – 43%. In the city also live Ukrainians, Tatars, Buryats, Byelorussians, Evenks, Evens and others. Polled group is 400 persons, 53.5% women. National structure is grouped into 4 groups: Yakuts – 50.8%, Russians – 40.8%; native indigenous peoples of the North (hereinafter – NIPN) – 3%, others – 5.5% (no reply – 0.1%). Employed respondents are 80.3%. Highly-educated – 44.5%, secondary special – 22.3%. Age groups: 18 – 22 – 11.3%, 23 – 34 – 27.3%, 35 – 44 – 24.7%, 45 – 54 – 25.3%, 55 – 64 – 7.3%, 65 and older – 4%.
Berdigestyakh village is the administrative center of Gorny ulus (district), situated in the North of the Central Yakutia, the base of economy of which is meat-dairy production (national structure of the ulus (district) is: Yakuts – 95%, Russians – 1.8%, Evenks – 0.9%, others – 2.3%. Population of the village on 2001 data is 6.7 thousand people). Polled group – 300 persons, 52% women. National structure: Yakuts – 97%, Russians – 0.7%; NIPN – 1%, others – 0.7% (no reply – 0.7%). Employed respondents – 78.8%. Highly-educated – 38%, secondary special – 26.7%. Age groups: 18 – 22 – 15%; 23 – 34 – 24.7%; 35 – 44 – 26%; 45 – 54 – 18%; 55 – 64 – 7.3%; 65 and older – 9%.
Abyi village forms part of the Abyiskii ulus (district), situated in the North-East of the Republic above the Polar circle. Main occupation of population – traditional economy (deer-breeding and hunting) (national structure of the ulus: Yakuts – 80.8%, Russians – 10.8%, Evenks – 1.2%, Evens – 4.6%, others – 2.6%. On 2001/01/01 there lived 554 persons in Abyi village). Polled group – 218 persons, 58.3% persons. National structure: Yakuts – 76.1%; Russians – 16.1%; NIPN – 3.2%; others – 2.3% (no reply – 2.3%). Employed respondents are 89.9%. Highly-educated – 28%, secondary special – 44.5%. Age structure: 18 – 22 – 4.1%; 23 – 34 – 30.3%; 35 – 44 – 24.3%; 45 – 54 – 22%; 55 – 64 – 11.5%; 65 and older – 7.8%.
Churapcha village is the administrative center of the Churapchinsky ulus (district), situated in the Central Yakutia, the base of economy of which is agriculture (stock-raising) (national structure of the ulus: Yakuts – 98.4%; Russians – 0.4%; Evenks – 0.3%; Evens – 0.3%; others – 0.6%. On 2001/01/01 there lived 7,140 people in Churapcha). Polled group – 300 persons, 52.3% women. National structure: Yakuts – 96.3%, Russians – 0.3%, NIPN – 0.3%, others – 1.0% (no reply – 2.0%). Employed respondents – 78.8%. Highly-educated – 44%, secondary special – 32%. Age structure: 18 – 22 – 10%, 23 – 34 – 24.7%, 35 – 44 – 27.3%, 45 – 54 – 21.3%, 55 – 64 – 7.3%, 65 and older – 9.3%.
We start the analysis from uncomplicated but essential question “What better than others shows interests of the republic’s population?” Of course, protection of population interests is the main activity of a state and its organs. But results testify the most amount of replies in 4 national groups were received on variant “Nobody cares about population interests” (in Yakutsk – 48% of Yakuts, 60% of Russians, representatives of indigenous peoples of the North (hereinafter – IPN) – 40%; representatives of other nationalities (hereinafter – other/s) – 52%; in Neryungri – 25% of Yakuts; 57.9% of Russians, 60% of IPN; 61.7%  – others; in Berdigestyakh – 27.5% of Yakuts and 50% of Russians; others – 100%; in Abyi – 34% of Yakuts, 50% of Russians; 57% of IPN; 60% of others; Churapcha – 38% of Yakuts). Having analyzed remaining variants of replies we underline the highest level of confidence to the President of Russian Federation and the President of RS(Y). Along with, numerous Russian-speaking population of Neryungri appreciates actions of the Russia President most positively. The Yakuts are inclined to consider that the Republic’s leader copes with population’s problems solutions best. 
This testifies that residents of RS(Y) are not satisfied with activity of main political factors in protection of population’s interests. Moreover, organs of local self-government and legislative power of Yakutia, voluntary organizations are not appreciated by the population as potential protectors of public interests.
In this connection, rather logical are replies of the respondents on the question: “Which level of authority you do confide in?” Thus, Russian-nationality respondents first of all confide in the federal level of authority (Neryungri – 79.1%; Yakutsk – 60%; Abyi – 79%; Berdigestyakh (2 polled persons) and Churapcha (1 polled person) – 100%). Representatives of other nationalities are also inclined to confide in the federal level more than the republican authority. The Yakuts expressed their confidence in the republican authority, but not in such high figures as Russian population in relation to the federal level of authority (Neryungri – 53%; Yakutsk – 58%; Abyi – 49%; in Berdigestyakh and Churapcha villages – 53%). The respondents confide in local authorities least.
As a whole, current apartness in replies testifies existence of problems in organization and activity of government organs in Yakutia. Authorities have to make their work so, that the society could have unified opinion in relation to their activity, irrespective of nationality of citizens living in the republic.
Let us descry the opinion of population about prospects of development of Russia and the republic. The major part of respondents, irrespective of their nationality, is sure that the most admissible way of organization of authority in Russia is the presidential republic with federative state structure. Talking about the future of Yakutia, most of respondents wish to see Yakutia as a sovereign republic, member of Russia (this status had been secured until 2000). The second prospective variant of political development of the region for the “sakha”
 representatives became Yakutia’s self-determination as an independent state. For Russians – alteration of the republic’s status to guberniya. 
Thus, one may say, the most of population is not supporters of cardinal reformations in the system of state structure and authority organization in Russia and in Yakutia, and appreciated the contemporary state structure of Russia as the most admissible. At the same time, ethnic factor of respondents, as results have shown, influences on political orientations of populations when selecting regional prospects.
Let us refer to revealing threats to security of Russia and Yakutia and to determining limits of interests of authority subjects throughout the prism of public perception of contemporary political processes.
By the opinion of RS(Y) population, the first-order threats to security of Russia are: economy breakdown and its transformation into world raw-material appendage, ecological disasters, disintegration into independent states and export of international terrorism (four main showings on five localities, which have got the biggest number of replies). Thus, Yakutia’s citizens determined economy, ecology, unity of the country and law-and-order as factors of political stability of Russia. 
If descrying distribution of replies and determining threats to Russia, proceeding from nationality of respondents, there are no obvious differences. Only Russians living in villages and also Yakuts of Abyi and Churapcha villages determine ecological disasters as the primary and obvious threat to security of Russia.
In the issue of Yakutia’s security respondents relayed to determining of threats to republic a little bit differently. Thus, of five offered variants, the reply “possibility of the republic’s economy breakdown and its transformation into raw-material appendage of Russia, with destitute native population living in reservations” was chosen by the most part of respondents in each of five localities as the most obvious threat (index from 24 to 31.7%). The second-grade danger, by the opinion of most respondents, but only in four localities, is the threat of ecological disasters (index from 20.9 to 24%). Neryungri inhabitants consider that namely interethnic conflicts are most probable and have stronger influence on stability of the republic (26.5%) than ecological disasters (23.4%). High indexes of interethnic conflicts threat are detected in Yakutsk (17% - third place in danger degree) and Berdigestyakh (16.8% - fourth place in danger degree). Village people of Abyi (21%) and Berdigestyakh (23%) attributed the variant “disappearance of native peoples of the republic owing to migration of other peoples” to third most probable danger, and Churapcha’s respondents (21.1%) attributed the variant “transformation of the republic into guberniya”. Distribution of respondents’ replies in all five localities of RS(Y) in nationality criteria showed that only Yakuts had determined the danger of Yakutia’s status alteration into guberniya as the highest danger to security of RS(Y), after economy breakdown.
As a whole, one may talk about determination of Yakutia’s stability factors, which are: its economy, ecology and interethnic policy. Right in these spheres must be set the first-of-order tasks of stable development of the republic, must be solved the questions of regional administration. At the same time, lawful status of Yakutia has important meaning for Yakuts as for “titular ethnic group”, i.e. national self-consciousness also determines political orientations of population.
In this connection, it is very interesting to find out measures necessary for region’s development. We have chosen the most suitable poll question for this purpose: “What measures are necessary for development of Your people?” Of the eight offered variants the most replies got such positions as: “support of national culture”, “keeping Yakutia’s control on exploitation of natural resources”, “improvement of natural environment”, “strengthening of the republic’s statehood”. Thus in villages and in Neryungri population considers that the most important is waging policy of national culture support (index from 20.3 to 24.8%). In Yakutsk the most important factor of people’s development is “keeping Yakutia’s control on exploitation of natural resources” (19%), whereas village people determined this factor as second-grade important (index from 17 to 17.5%). Urban population has rather else views on the second probable index of population’s development provision: in Neryungri this is “improvement of natural environment” (19.5%) and in Yakutsk, on the contrary, this is “support of national culture” (18.7%). In Abyi and Churapcha villages, where there is developed traditional economy and agriculture, respondents attributed necessity of governmental support of traditional economy to the third important factor of people’s development. Notice, such variant of reply as “strengthening of the republic’s statehood” also got serious support of Yakutia’s population, which actually took a “firm” fourth position among measures on people’s development provision. Distribution of respondents’ replies of all five localities of RS(Y) in nationality criteria showed that by the opinion of IPN representatives the first-of-order should be the measures on improvement of natural environment and support of national culture, and also on governmental support of traditional economy and strengthening of authority vertical. Actually, pollution of natural environment is an acute problem of territories where there is locating-mining activity, which are the traditional area of IPN representatives inhabitation.
Russian population of the republic also considers that the most important for people is improvement of natural environment, while the second-degree important is activity on preservation of the republic’s control on exploitation of natural resources, and then “support of national culture” and “strengthening of authority vertical”.
Also similar became opinions of Yakuts and representatives of “other nationalities”. To the most important factors, capable of strengthening of the “spirit” and general state of people, they attributed the support of national culture and strengthening of statehood of RS(Y). Improvement of natural environment by the opinion of “other nationalities” representatives also should be an important factor of regional policy.
Thus, ethnic groups have differences in understanding measures necessary for development of their people. In this way for Russians and IPN representatives, not having a state formation politically and territorially organized and based on ethnic component, such measure as strengthening of statehood does not have significant meaning. Whereas Yakuts and “other nationalities” representatives (Ukrainians, Tatars, people of Middle Asia and Caucasus, who have their own statehood) give this factor a special attention. Besides, Russian population’s and IPN representatives consider holding measures on strengthening of authority vertical as an important task of increasing of measures efficiency, directed to development of people, and this is rather logical, taking into account their opinion about authority organs.
Opinions of native peoples of Yakutia, such as Yakuts and IPN, about determination of measures of development of their people, meet only in relationship to holding measures in the sphere of governmental support of traditional economy. Moreover, for native people this measure is the most important in solution of development problems, so far as of 4 ethnic group participating in the sociological research, only they keep lifestyle in traditional economy way. Interesting factor became the fact that “sakha”, in difference from other ethnic groups, do not determine “improvement of natural environment” as a criteria of improvement of prosperity and development of Yakuts.
So then, as it is seen from the research, population of RS(Y) has determined and explicit adjustments in political aspect and rather well orientates in political space. It stays rather conservative in relationship to political development of Russia and Yakutia. Let us underline, representatives of various nationalities differently perceive political processes, and this, probably, is conditioned by their life-style and self-consciousness. Especially obvious the influence of ethnic factor has been determined when appreciating actions and relationships to different levels of authority, that testifies existence of serious omissions in activity of regional (republican and local) government organs.
As a whole, the sociological analysis has showed that, in conditions of multi-structural poly-ethnic state, in the basis of a constructional way of development and determination of the vector of ethnic regions development (particularly in RS(Y)) lie the problems of correlation of strategies of political-economic development of the center and regions, interethnic relationships and ecology. All those factors are determining limits of political interests and federation, and regions, which authority on which should concentrate authority decisions in the sphere of regional management. 
� “Sakha” is a Yakut-language name of the native people mostly living in the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia) meaning “Yakut”.





