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Military and political plans of Joseph Stalin in the Korean War
The article covers the question of the USSR participation in the Korean War of 1950 – 1953 which have been appreciated differently by the Soviet historiography. In his article the author makes the conclusion that the Korean War gave military and political advantage to the USSR in any way of development of the events. Additionally, Joseph Stalin either thought that the USA would interfere into the War and it wouldn’t be useless for the Soviet Union. Moreover, the head of the USSR took certain efforts in this direction.
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In July 2010 the 60th anniversary of the beginning of the Korean War took place. The problem of the purposes of the USSR in that War is one of the most disputable at the present moment.

During the first post-war years the foreign policy of the USSR was based on military and political confrontation with the USA. Therefore, the USA participation in peripheral military conflicts was very advantageous for the USSR. In the Far East Joseph Stalin gave the leading part in this confrontation to China [14]. During the entire period of the Civil War the head of the Soviet Union gave certain efforts to keep the USA as a direct participant of the conflict between Kuomintang and the Communist party [15]. After establishing the People’s Republic of China (PRC) and signing of the Soviet-Chinese treaty in 1950, the possibility of military conflict with new, already communistic China still remained.

The point of those American-Chinese contradictions was the Taiwan Island where the Chang Kaishi regime became stronger through the USA aim. The subject of the discussion between Stalin and Mao Zedong during the Soviet-Chinese talks in 1950 was the questions of military seizing the Island [1. F. 3. Op. 65. D. 364. L. 73]. Nevertheless, for Stalin, by that time, the vector of military and political confrontation with the USA began to move towards other part of the Far East – to Korea. The matter is that by May 1950 the leader of the Soviet government realized impossibility of conflict between the PRC and the USA in struggling for the control over Taiwan.

Firstly, he was definitively convinced that it is not necessary to speak about landing of troops on Taiwan without sufficient support from air. But in the nearest future, even by means of the USSR, production of necessary quantity of planes couldn't adjust the People’s Republic of China. 

The matter is that on April, 3rd in Moscow have received the letter of the head of group of the Soviet aircraft experts which within seven last months was engaged in inspection of factories and the workshops belonging to Military-air Forces of China. In the letter the conclusion has been made that conditions even for the most minimum batch production of planes and motors aren't created [4. F. 8044. Оp. 1. D. 2064. L. 181 – 183]. The conclusion for the Soviet head was unequivocal: at this time the army of the People’s Republic of China wasn't ready to storm Taiwan. It understood also the management of new China and officially transferred an attack to Taiwan for the spring – summer of 1951, while landing of troops was earlier planning by summer of 1950 [2. F. 07. Оp. 22. D. 220. P. 36. L. 62 – 63]. 

Secondly, efforts of the United States on restoration of military potential of Japan became the important factor of change of a position of Stalin. In May, 1950 in Moscow the report of the representative in the Soviet part of Allied Council for Japan has been received. In it the numerous facts which unequivocally testified that the USA have started revival of military potential of Japan to use on purpose it against the USSR and the People’s Republic of China [3. F. 17. Оp. 37. D. 415. L. 1 – 112]. 

Thirdly, the aspiration of the Korean, both in the Korean Republic, and in the Korean People's democratic republic (DPRK), to country association by a military way became the important factor.

Thus, war in Korea has begun not so much as a result of rivalry of two Korean modes, how many as a result of the Soviet-American military and political opposition. Collision of the USA and the People’s Republic of China in Korea became an overall objective for Stalin. In case of good luck of association of Korea under power Kim Ir Sen the USA lost military base on the continent. If the USA have interfered with the war they were involved in long military adventure, and in this case the introduction of the Peoples Republic of China into the military conflict became almost inevitable. Anyway the USSR remained in a prize.

There is an opinion in the Soviet historiography, that it is during long visit Mao Zedong in the USSR a question on advancement of Kim Ir Sen towards the south of the Korean peninsula has been solved [13. P. 69]. However, as official documents show, this question didn't rise during the Soviet-Chinese negotiations. Mao Zedong suggested that this problem should only be discussed and at all. These conversations were at informal level, and they should be understood as an exchange of opinions and no more. Besides, the Chinese leader didn't state special aspiration to help Koreans [1. F. 45. Оp. 1. D. 329. L. 9 – 17, 40 – 49]. 

Actually, the question of association of Korea by military way has been raised by Kim Ir Sen. On January, 19th, 1950 the message from Pyongyang has arrived to the Kremlin. The Soviet ambassador T.F. Shtykov reported: ‘in the Evening in the Chinese embassy in connection with departure of the ambassador passed reception. During it Kim Ir Sen has told to me the following: now, when liberation of China comes to the end, there is a question of liberation of Korea on turn. Mao has told that attacking the South is not necessary. But if Li Sin Man comes, then it is necessary to turn to counterattack (hereinafter my italics – the author). As for Kim Ir Sen, he had to visit Stalin and ask him for permission to approach for liberation of South Korea. 

Mao promised the help, and he, Kim Ir Sen, will meet it. Kim Ir Sen insisted on the personal report to Stalin about the permission to attack the South from the North [1. F. 45. Оp. 1. D. 346. L. 7]. The Soviet leader didn't begin to hasten with the answer. Only after all nuances of the Soviet-Chinese contract became definitively clear, on January, 30th from Moscow from Stalin to Pyongyang the following encryption has been sent: ‘the Message from January, 19th 1950 has been received. Such big business needs preparation. The affair should be organized so that there was no big risk’ [1. F. 45. Оp. 1. D. 346. L. 27]. And only after arrival of the delegation from Democratic People's Republic of Korea led by Kim Ir Sen to Moscow on April, 8th, 1950 this question has started to settle.

Though the head of Democratic People's Republic of Korea convinced Stalin that Korea can be united quickly by carrying out of transient military campaign, the Soviet head has preliminary decided to probe the Mao Zedong position. To be assured that China will support an attack to South Korea, on May, 14th 1950 Stalin had been sent an encryption which said that ‘the question should be settled definitively Chinese and Korean comrades in common, and in case of disagreement of the Chinese comrades the question decision should be postponed before new discussion’ [3. F. 558. Оp. 11. D. 334. L. 55]. Thus, the affair of the association of Korea rested against the consent of China. On May, 15th the Soviet ambassador in the People’s Republic of China has informed that the plan of Koreans is supported, and that Mao Zedong is ready to render the necessary military help. Thus, only in the middle of May Stalin could accept the final decision at last.

In the Soviet historiography various versions were said on the subject what had forced Stalin to agree with the association of Korea in 1950 though any similar offers from the Korean side was rejected vigorously before. Under the one version, it was the occurrence in the Soviet Union its own nuclear weapon (successful tests of the first nuclear bomb have been spent to the USSR in August, 1949) and Stalin's belief that Washington won't dare to be got involved in the conflict where one more nuclear power participates. According to another, the decision of the Soviet leader was affected by the changed international situation after a victory of the Chinese communists over Chang Kaishi: Stalin considered that Washington having Chang Kaishi left to the mercy of fate into the Chinese civil War won't dare to be got involved into the Korean one. The third version emphasizes on the conclusion of the Soviet-Chinese treaty which has strengthened positions of communists in Asia. As a result the division of spheres of responsibility in the international communistic movement between Soviet Union and young, but quickly typing authority the People’s Republic of China has occurred. Stalin’s refusal to support aspiration of Kim Ir Sen to association of the country against just won Chinese revolution could be interpreted as restraint of revolution business in the East by Moscow. It could shake authority of the Soviet head as the leader of the communistic world, to weaken its influence on the colonial and semi colonial countries of the East and even more to lift prestige Mao Zedong [8. P. 17 – 23 ; 9. P. 97; 11. P. 48 – 49 ; 17. P. 55]. 

In our opinion, any of the put forward versions can't be recognized completely by satisfactory on following bases. First, Stalin perfectly knew that serial creation of nuclear charges in the country has just begun. During the considered period, by estimations of the American intelligence, by the middle of 1950 Moscow could possess 10 – 20 nuclear bombs (actually there were even less), and by the middle of 1954 their quantity could reach 200 units [12. P. 126]. At the same time the Soviet Union has headed for creation of intercontinental ballistic missiles and consequently the matter of time was very important for the country. Besides, the American nuclear arsenal had by June 1950 to 298 bombs and planes-carriers 250 [18. P. 516]. As we can see, alignment of forces was obviously not in favor of the USSR. 

Secondly, Stalin has been assured that the USA will necessarily enter war in Korea. Still on September, 24th 1949 the question on Korea was considered in Central Committee VKP Political bureau. Then it has been decided that intrusion of Democratic People's Republic of Korea on the South is inexpedient. To one of the reasons was that the USA could address in the United Nations with the offer on a parcel of the armies to South Korea [3. F. 17. Оp. 162. D. 1078. L. 133 – 141]. As we can see, already then in the USSR perfectly understood that intrusion of the American armies is possible under the flag of the United Nations Organization.

Some days before the beginning of the conflict the Minister of War of the USA Johnson, the chief of a headquarters general Bradley and Dalles who was at that time the adviser of the US State department and head of the Management of strategic services, made a special trip to Japan where they have held meeting with general McArthur on possible military operations. At once after that Dalles has left for South Korea where has familiarized with a condition of South Korean armies around 38th parallel. In reply to the assurances of accompanying him South Korean officers that the enemy ‘will completely be broken even before he crosses the border», he has declared that if they manage to hold on at least two weeks after the beginning of operations, ‘everything will go smoothly’. On June, 19th 1950 speaking at the National meeting in Seoul Dalles had approved preparation of armies for military operations and had declared that the USA are ready to render necessary moral and material support to South Korea in its struggle against North Koreans [6. P. 57].’ I attach great value of that main role which your country can play in a great drama which will now be played’– Dalles had written to Li Sin Man before his departure from Seoul [19]. It is natural that such statements couldn't cause doubts in Stalin concerning intentions of the USA in Korea.

Moreover, Soviet Union has made its best not to interfere with conflict development. The matter is that on January, 13th, 1950 the USSR left the UN Security Council, having used as that pretext that the USA and their supporters have refused to admit in the United Nations of the representative of the People’s Republic of China. ‘This cardinal Russian error has opened five months after a way to association of the United Nations against attack to South Korea’, – wrote in D. Acheson's memoirs [16. P. 85]. Thus, these actions were regarded by the American side as a political error.

In the Soviet and Russian historiography this step is considered Stalin's large diplomatic miscalculation. However, A. Gromyko asserts that that offer to take part in Security Council work has been rejected by the head of the Soviet government, to have possibility to put a veto for any decision which could contradict interests of the Korean people [7. P. 207]. Besides, when on June, 25th the UN Security Council has gathered to discuss the draft resolution, presented by the USA and calling for collective actions against Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Soviet representative under instructions of Moscow boycotted this session. But already after the beginning of the Korean War and intervention the USA into it, the Government of the USSR has considered necessary to renew the participation in Security Council, and on August, 1st 1950 the Soviet representative has taken the place in it. Thus, this fact confirms our statement that the head of the Soviet state didn't want to interfere with development of the Korean conflict by no means.

Subsequently Stalin in the telegram from August, 27th 1950 to the head of Czechoslovakia K. Gotvald, explained why the USSR boycotted UN Security Council session on which the North Korea has been declared by the country-aggressor as follows: ‘After our leaving (from Security Council – the author) America has got mixed up in military intervention in Korea and there spends now the military prestige and moral authority … Besides, is clear that the United States of America are distracted now from Europe in the Far East. Whether gives all it profit to us from the point of view of balance of world forces? Certainly, gives. First, America, as well as any other state, can't cope with China, (notice that the People’s Republic of China hasn't entered yet the military conflict to the USA, but Stalin already considered it inevitable – the author) having on call the big armed forces. So, America should overstrain in this struggle. Secondly, having overstrained on this matter, America will be incapable in the near future on the third world war. So, the third world war will be postponed without day that will provide necessary time for socialism strengthening in Europe. I don't say any more that the struggle of America against China should revolutionize the entire Far East of Asia [3. F. 558. Op. 11. D. 62. L. 71 – 72].

One more argument confirming use of territory of Korea by Soviet Union as base of military collision between the USA and the Peoples Republic of China is that, despite very close military contacts to Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the plan of an attack for South Korea wasn't discussed in the Soviet Joint Staff unlike the plan of capture of Taiwan. The military plan of Kim Ir Sen has been developed only with the assistance of the Soviet military adviser in Democratic People's Republic of Korea – lieutenant general N. A. Vasil’ev [1. F. 45. Оp. 1. D. 346. L. 94]. Further, in the war on territory of Korea any of known commanders of the USSR hasn't been sent, moreover, all advisers have been cleaned from a link a regiment – a battalion [1. F. 45. Оp. 1. D. 246. L. 145 – 147]. Besides, when on June, 27th armies of Democratic People's Republic of Korea took Seoul, and general N. Vasil’ev has wanted to leave there to help military command of the North Korea with management of armies, Moscow hasn't given the permission to it. For all period of the war the Soviet military advisers have also never crossed the 38th parallel.

It’s hardly possible to explain it only Stalin's fear that the Soviet advisers will be taken prisoner, though capture of military advisers is not a pleasant thing. Here other reason is covered. The variant of faster retraction in the war of the USA and the Peoples Republic of China satisfied Stalin, and that it should happen and the head of the USSR has been assured of it, as it was told above.

On June, 25th the Korean War started, and on June, 27th the American aircrafts began bombarding of the positions of North Korean armies. On July, 1st divisions of the Korean national army (КNА) had already fastened fight with the American armies. At this time, when, appear, nothing spokes about possible defeat of the PАK, on July, 5th Stalin instructs the Soviet ambassador in Democratic People's Republic of Korea T.F. Shtykov to demand from Kim Ir Sen to make the preliminary plan of a possible withdrawal of the Korean armies before a line of the 38th parallel in case of United Nations armies counterattack undertaking. The same day the Soviet leader sent the telegram of the following maintenance to China: ‘We consider correct to concentrate immediately of 9 Chinese divisions to the Chinese-Korean border for volunteers’ actions in Northern Korea in case of transition of the 38th parallel by the enemy. We will try to provide aviation cover of these parts’ [3. F. 558. Оp. 11. D. 334. L. 79]. We will notice that that instructions are given in the greatest successes of the PАK (on July, 20th 24th division of the USA has been surrounded and destroyed). We can made unequivocal conclusion of the aforesaid – Stalin has been absolutely assured that the USA will crush PАK and come to the border of the People’s Republic of China so, the PRC will be compelled to enter the war. All requests of Koreans to permit using of the Soviet military advisers to the south of the 38th parallel encountered persistent resistance of the Soviet leader [11. P. 83 – 85].

The position and military advisers in the beginning of September, 1950 when United Nations landing of troops in Inchon prepared, looks rather strange. The ambassador of the USSR in Democratic People's Republic of Korea Shtykov, for example, even suggested to bring to court of the author of an article in "Pravda" about disembarkation possibility of the American troops there. On September, 27th `Stalin in the telegram to the Soviet ambassador in Korea, has in detail enough disassembled all tactical errors of the Soviet military advisers, but anybody from them, except T.F. Shtykov, hasn't suffered, and general N. A. Vasil’ev who should was to coordinate all the actions together with him, according to Moscow instructions, remained on a post of the military attaché till May, 22nd 1951 [5. F. 40. Оp. 178435. D. 14. L. 8, 10]. 

And, at last, in the telegram from October, 1st 1950 the head of the USSR gives tactical instructions, for the first time for all war such detailed, how it is necessary to conduct deviation [5. F. 5. Оp. 918795. D. 134. L. 73 – 74]. At acquaintance to this instruction it is possible to draw a conclusion, that Stalin either matched specially such advisers who aren't capable to organize competently conducting operations and at the height of operations he from the Kremlin personally conducts with them lessons on tactical preparation at military college level, or their actions have been strictly limited by instructions of Moscow. As Stalin always paid huge attention to selection of personnel, it just convinces us of that that КНА actions of the Soviet military advisers were rather limited [10. P. 138 – 139]. 

The USA introduction into war has radically changed a military situation in Korea. Defeat of the People’s Army of Korea and fast approach of armies of the United Nations to border of the Peoples Republic of China has forced PRC to render the military help to Northern Korea and by that actually to enter war with the United States, as well as assumed Stalin.

Thus, on the basis of the studied documents it is possible to draw a conclusion that the Korean War in military-political sense was profitable for the USSR at any succession of events. Stalin not only believed that the USA will necessarily be got involved in this war, but also considered it reasonably useful for the Soviet state. Moreover, the head of the USSR undertook certain efforts in this direction. As a result of the USA have entered long and exhausting war which they left without a special shame only to that in March, 1953 Stalin has died.
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