Georgiy Georgievich Kachan – Candidate of History, docent, professor of the chair of foreign languages of the Far-Eastern highest command school (Blagoveshchenk). 

E-mail: g_kachan@mail.ru
Chinese Peoples' Republic on the creation of its own nuclear weapon

(1949 – 1958)
In the article key factors, which had an effect on the solution of management of C.P.R. about the creation of their own nuclear weapon are investigated. The early stages of the formation of Chinese nuclear program are outlined. 
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End of the Second World War, which brought long-awaited peace to mankind, coincided with the creation and of use of nuclear weapons which posed a real threat of destruction of the planet. Growing international tension and the beginning of the Cold War forced a number of U.S. adversaries seriously wonder about creation of their own "nuclear shield". Deciding to launch a nuclear project, the leadership of China came from the fact that it will be implemented with the help of the Soviet Union. At that time, Mao had no idea about the timing and cost of the project, but the danger of war was so great that it did the rejection of the project or independent work on it an unacceptable risk.

Temporal coincidence of military and political doctrines, as well as joint participation in the Korean War pushed the Kremlin and Beijing to increase military cooperation. 

However, very soon divergence of interests and policies of the two powers, as well as the personal ambitions of their leaders undermined the active beginning of the Soviet-Chinese nuclear cooperation with Beijing was forced to rely on a favorite slogan of Chairman Mao's "Self-reliance". 

Numerous Chinese leaders’ statement suggests that, despite the serious attitude to nuclear weapons, Mao did not regard his decisive military factor. Relying on established his own theory of "people's war", he has repeatedly said that the atomic bomb is not invincible, "magical" weapons. "Do not be afraid of nuclear war, should not be afraid of ghosts," – he said in 1955 "If a man is killed", he continued his bravado, – "what's the point to seize his territory? I do not see the point in the atomic bomb. Conventional weapons are still standing in the first place "[1]. 

Launch by the Soviet Union the world's first artificial satellite persuaded Mao that Soviet Union had won the leadership in the field of missile technology and as a consequence, change the strategic balance of forces in favor of the USSR. This conclusion is Mao Zedong formulated at follows: "The wind direction in this world has changed ... The wind from the East defeats the wind from the West" [2]. Key decisions on the further deployment of nuclear programs were adopted at a meeting of the Central Military Commission, held in the period from May 27 on July 22, 1958, immediately after the VIII Congress of the CPC. During the meeting, the basic principles for the development of nuclear weapons were elaborated. "These included the 8 positions. 

1. China is building a nuclear weapon is not to attack, but in order to deter an aggressor from attacking. 

2. The main goal of China is protection of the world, saving mankind from nuclear holocaust, reaching agreements on the reduction and total elimination of nuclear weapons. 

3. In view of these targets, country should focus on the creation of large yield nuclear and thermonuclear warheads, and their long-range delivery means.  China is not building plans for a tactical nuclear weapon. 

4. In the process of developing nuclear weapons, China should not copy other countries. His goal is to rapidly achieve a world-class development of this weapon by simultaneous work on all phases of its nuclear program. 

5. Quick success requires the concentration of human, material and financial resources. All the other national projects have, in comparison with the nuclear project, of secondary importance. 

6. The time has come when Chinese scientists should serve the party. The party must ensure that its absolute leadership in the implementation of the nuclear project. 

7. The most important task is to prepare a new generation of scientists and engineers. 

8. Special security service capable of providing total has to be created to ensure privacy. 

Mao Zedong expressed his confidence that the atomic bomb will be designed within 10 years [3]. However, the growing disagreements between China and the USSR on key foreign policy issues made impossible further cooperation in the nuclear field. As a result, June 20 1959 CPSU Central Committee, informed China of the two-year moratorium on assistance in building nuclear weapons. 

In response, the top leaders of China "to be ready for fundamental changes in bilateral relations. Soviet technical assistance was unreliable" [4]. 

As a result of collapse of military-technical cooperation, China did not get 40% of the promised equipment and materials for the nuclear industry. Phased withdrawal of 233 Soviet specialists engaged in Chinese nuclear project had begun. By 23 August, all they have left the country [5]. 

Assuming essentially impossible to stop the nuclear project, the Chinese leadership decided to benefit from Soviet-Chinese nuclear cooperation last weeks before its break. All Chinese engineers and technicians who worked on the nuclear facility have been tasked to "maximize learning new skills and knowledge before the final withdrawal of Soviet experts" [6]. 

Drawn to the previously mentioned decisions of Central Military Commission on the principle of concentrating efforts have also touched foreign policy spheres. For nearly two years, at the initial stage of confrontation with the USSR, the Chinese leadership on the one hand the Soviet Union accused of treason, and on the other – did not reject the possibility of continuing use of Soviet help. 

At an expanded meeting of the Politburo, held in January 1960, it was decided to create nuclear weapons on its own [7]. The aim was to "within 3 years to solve major technical problems, over 5 years to build an atomic bomb, for 8 years – to accumulate a stock of nuclear weapons". Mao Zedong said that "the nuclear program will determine the fate of the country" [8]. 

With the cessation of Soviet assistance to China's nuclear industry had been faced with several challenges, chief among them were the lack of high-tech equipment, the lack of scientific and technical information. However, the most acute problem appeared the lack of skilled personnel. The most painful aspects were the lack of scientists and engineers, skilled workers and technical staff, extremely difficult conditions of their work [9]. 

In addition to the crisis within the country and the deterioration of the military-political situation in the world, an increase in threats of war within the Chinese leadership exacerbated the divisions within the country's leadership. As a result of intense internal struggle, opponents of nuclear weapons were defeated. As stated by the summer of 1961, the Foreign Minister of China Chen Yi, "the development of strategic weapons should continue at all costs, it should continue even if it means all Chinese people need to lay up their pants" [10]. Most of the budget during "three difficult years" were aimed at implementing a nuclear project. These differences, sharpen and fading, continued until the reorganization of the defense industry and science in August 1982 

In order to reduce the degree of disillusionment in Chinese society caused by the cessation of aid from the North, Mao Zedong formulated the "18 positive consequences" of what happened. "Well, that Khrushchev refused to supply us with a complicated technology – wrote Mao Zedong, otherwise we would be hard to pay off". 

Mobilizing a largely disorganized and confused staff, Premier Zhou Enlai urged him to "start from the beginning, to create over 8 years its atomic bomb," "jumping from stone to stone across the river" [11]. 

Thus, in the early 60's of the last century the China's leadership, considered nuclear weapons not only ambitious, but also vital to ensure the security of the country was mainly to create a scientific, technical, facilities and infrastructure necessary for successful work to create its own nuclear weapons. Введите текст или адрес веб-сайта или переведите документ. 
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