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Formation and development of the state-church relations in Russia
In the article the actual problems of the state-church relations in Russia are revealed, the explanation to the reasons of the hostile attitude of Bolsheviks to the religion and the church is given, and the conclusions are proposed, which must be made for further development of the interrelations between the Russian State and the Russian orthodox church of more than the half century history of socialist statehood. The reasons for an increase of the people interest in religion and an increase of religiosity in the primary structures of the country are shown.
Keywords: Communist ideological doctrine, orthodoxy, the form of public consciousness, the Russian Orthodox Church, lack of spirituality, moral crisis, patriotism.

The Communist ideological doctrine, which fulfilled in the 20th century the function of the official value moral orientation in the society and ensured legitimacy to the political regime of the USSR, suffered in Russia serious defeat. And it is completely obvious that under the conditions of the formed spiritual vacuum the substantial part of people finds the sources of morals and the standards of activity in the religious faith, especially in Christianity
, the symbol and stronghold of which thousands years ago became the Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) – one of the largest religious organizations in the Christian world
.

ROC – specific social institute, the most numerous among the orthodox autocephalous churches religious organization, which passed the prolonged and complex way of evolution in the process of development of the Russian and Soviet State.

The Orthodox Church exerted strong influence on the formation and strengthening of power of the state, especially into the first centuries of Christianity in Russia
. Thus, the well-known Russian historian, V.O. Klyuchevskiy, wrote that the church of that period "… was collaborator and frequently even the leader of the mundane power of the state in the building of society and the maintenance of the state order" [1].

The adoption of Christianity itself was the act, first of all, political. By the prince of Kiev Vladimir was chosen the eastern model of Christianity – orthodoxy, that gives, in the final analysis, an advantage to the secular ruler before the spiritual. Possibly, on the results of this election the geopolitical position of Russia, which required the powerful state with the necessary Armed Forces for the rebuff of invasions from the all sides, had an effect.

The outstanding feature, which distinguishes the orthodoxy from other varieties of Christianity
, is an identification of the state and church, the civil and church life. In Russia this identification was realized by the transformation of church into the instrument of the state, the instrument of justification of its internal and foreign policy, the apparatus of creation and maintenance of the spiritual-moral bases of society. Especially strongly this tendency began to be manifested at the beginning of the 18th Century, when the relations of the state and the church were finally created on the will of the emperor Peter the I by the direct interweaving of church into the state nomenclature in the form of spiritual department. This form of the state-church relations with the insignificant changes existed up to 1917 and was determined in the historical literature as "the synodal period" in the history of ROC. In this historical period of time in Russia the tsar was perceived by the overwhelming majority of population not otherwise as the God Anointed, but the political system, as a whole, took the form of god given.

After the victory of the Socialist Revolution in Russia the relation of the young Soviet State and the church are formed on the basis of the accepted by the Council of peoples commissars Decree about the freedom of conscience, church and religious societies (on January 20, 1918) [2]. This Decree radically changed the essence of the state-church relations, seriously complicated the position of church, deprived of its rights of the legal person and the right to manage the property, contained the number of other unacceptable for the church points.

The Soviet regime from the first days of its existence posed the problem – the complete (with most merciless cruelty) destruction of the Orthodox Church and another religious confessions. This position of the leaders of Bolsheviks is clearly expressed in the known Leninist letter (“To the members of the Politbureau. It is strict secretly”) dated March 19, 1922: “… the withdrawal of values, in particular the richest monasteries, monasteries and churches, must be made with the merciless resoluteness, unconditionally not before what stopping and within the shortest period. The greater number of representatives of the reaction bourgeoisie and reaction clergy for us in regard to this to shoot, is the better” [3]. The realization of this order led to the practical discrimination of the rights of believers, the forced cultivation of vulgar atheism, to the withdrawal of church values and the objects of cult, to the closing and destruction of temples, to the pursuits of clergy. 
The hostile attitude of Bolsheviks to the religion and the church not by chance, but it has deep roots in the Communist outlook of Bolshevik leaders and theorists of Marxism. In regard to this the well-known Russian philosopher N.A. Berdyaev, wrote: "The Communist state… is the dictatorship of ideology. The Communist system… requires the forced unity of the thought. Communism advances the persecutions to all churches and most of all to the church orthodox, in view of its historical role. Communists confess the militant atheism, and they are obligated to conduct anti-religious propaganda. Communism, not as the social system, but as the religion, is fanatical hostile to every religion and most of all to the Christian. It wants itself to be a religion… Therefore its collision with other beliefs is inevitably". 
About this noticeably said in their message 17 those sharpened on the Solovki bishops of ROC: “The Church recognizes an existence of spiritual beginning, communism denies it. The Church believes in the god alive, Creator of the world… communism does not allow His existence… The Church preaches love and mercy, communism - comradeship and the mercilessness of fight. The Church suggests the raising humbleness to the believers, communism degrades it by the pride… The Church sees in the religion the life-giving force, the basis of terrestrial prosperity, happiness and health of peoples. Communism looks at the religion as to opium, which intoxicates peoples and weakening their energy as the source of calamities and misery. The Church wants the prosperity of religion, communism – its destruction. With this deep divergence at very bases of the ideology between the church and the state there cannot be any internal rapprochement or reconciliations… because the soul of church, the condition of its existence and the sense of its existence is also the very, which categorically denies communism…” [4]. 
The leaders of ROC actually evaluated an internal political position in Russia. Let us recall that in January 1918, after the acceleration of the Constitutive meeting, the orthodox church betrayed Bolsheviks to anathema; in October 1918 patriarch Tikhon promulgated the message, in which public motives predominated, in it “the aggressors of authority” were directly named, who must bear responsibility for the general robbery and violence, for the suppression of civil liberties in the same measure, as the spiritual freedom; in February 1922 patriarch Tikhon called hunger as “the calamity, brought down to the earth for our lawlessness”. 
The measures conducted by Bolsheviks for the crushing defeat of ROC were subordinated to the realization of the central goal – to create spiritual basis for the retention of authority and realization of their political orders.
 The demolition plan of visible structure of the church was in practice realized by Bolsheviks in two decades. By 1939 approximately 100 temples of 60000 that acting in 1917 in the USSR remained non-closed. On freedom were only 4 ruling bishop, and, also, in NKVD “indication” for the arrest were manufactured, which could occur at any time. The specific positive changes in the state church policy and the restoration of church life began only during the World War II in 1941-1945. Practically up to the 90's of the past century religious confessions and believing, to one degree or another, underwent oppressions and limitations from the side of the Soviet State. 
What conclusions must extract the Russian State and ROC from more than a half century history of socialist statehood? The Church must not manifest aspirations to the solution of political problems, but the state, in turn, must strictly follow the principles of separation of the soviet and religious institutes and nonintervention into the matters of the latter; religious institutes can be separated from the state, but the church from the society – is not possible; the very principle of separation of the church from the state must not treat literally. In the entire civilized world, where it is proclaimed, this principle means not only the differentiation of the scope, but also interaction between them, and close collaboration.
In the Law of RF "About the freedom of religion" these lessons are now to a considerable degree taken into account.

With an increase of religiosity in modern Russia many connect the need of overcoming of the lack of spirituality, moral crisis, that covered the society. The internal need of people to live on the conscience, in a human manner solve the fundamental problems of personal and public existence frequently contributes to that they are turned to the religion and the church as the stronghold of moral values.

The religion during our days is increasingly more comes out not so many in the form of blind faith and fanaticism, but it is more as the unique moral regulator, the advocate of social justice in its religious sense, the construction on these principles of terrestrial existence of people. Is noticeable the explicit thrust of people to the life, based on the rules, manufactured by humanity several millenniums ago and reached the present generations through the bible, the Koran, the Talmud and other analogous sources.

An important value has historical tradition. Patriotic activity of ROC in the crisis and critical periods of the history of Russian society (first of all, the forming of the Russian State, release from the Tatar-Mongolian yoke, subsequent wars) always helped it to withstand. The historical memory of people imprinted this progressive activity of the church, and today, in the crisis time, many are turned again to it as to reliable public force, to traditional institute, capable to the useful and good – spiritual and social – the acts for people.

The reorganizations proceeding in the country, undoubtedly, find their reflection, also, in the power structures. Another relation both to the questions of the faith and religion in the military associations and to the question of interaction of power structures and church is born. About the crash of previous atheism in the power structures, which sharply returned their positions in the minds of soldiers, testify the numbers: in 2009 as the believing in the Ground forces of RF named itself 63% of soldiers" [5].

Among the reasons of increase in the interest of soldiers in religion is possible to isolate the following: 
- firstly, the extraordinary nature of social situation, which facilitates an appearance and propagation in all layers of Russian society and in the power structures of religion tendencies, to perception by people and by the soldiers of religious ideas and values;
 - secondly, the possibility and ability of the church to take to itself the consolidating role, using the tendency of people toward the rallying, unity and, forming in their eyes an idea about itself as about the subject of high principles of patriotism, morals, spirituality;
- thirdly, the criticism and underestimation of the significance of atheistic ideas, as a result of which the atheistic education was weakened, and then was generally brought on no. At present in the military associations this task even is not exist; 
- fourthly, the possibilities obtained by clergy to use the media made it possible to reach significant results in propaganda of religious views and the historical role of ROC in the spiritual revival of Russia; 
- fifthly, the improvement of the state-legal basis, which in reality ensures the realization of the principle of freedom of conscience and giving space for the invigoration of activities of religious organizations and strengthening of their influence on the sociopolitical institutes, including the power structures; 
- sixthly, the calls of church hierarchs to mercy and charity, spirituality and culture, to the solution of all social problems only by the peaceful means and on the basis of mutual understanding, which contributes to the popularization of religion under the conditions of an increase in the tension and opposition in the society.

The examination of contemporary problems in the relations between the church and the power structures gives the possibility to assert the following: 
· firstly, the representatives of clergy give exceptionally important significance to this connection that the exit from the tightened in the country crisis and the revival of the statehood of Russia is seen through the connection of the combat capabilities of the power structures of the country with the spiritual force of church; 
· secondly, in the interrelations of the church and power structures steady tendency toward the rapprochement was outlined. Counter practical steps are undertaken from both sides. At the same time, the command of power structures, as a whole, recognizing the need of guaranteeing the right of soldiers to the freedom of conscience and religion, in the interests of combat readiness and combat efficiency attempts to demarcate clearly the spheres of interaction with the church and religious organizations.

In turn, the clergymen in a question of contacts with the power structures are oriented, in basic, for the satisfaction of individual religious needs of soldiers, but they are aimed at the significant expansion in the future of its influence in the Tел.: (4212) 22 28 87

· for merit and the spiritual choice of personality, the development in it of noble thoughts and aspirations, love for the neighbor, patriotism and the readiness to protect the Fatherland.

The political administration of the country and directorship of ROC manifest serious apprehension by the concentrated ideological-psychological aggression to the society from the side of western values, pop culture and various forms of occultism. Under these conditions the solution of the problem of rescuing of the country, the return to it of the further sublimity is connected with the need of revival of the defense capability of the state, the retention of moral values in the society and creating the strong army with the strong intellectual potential.
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� Christianity - one of three basic world religions, alongside with the Buddhism and the Islam (auth.)


� The division of Christianity occurred in 1054, with the isolation of cathholic (western) and orthodox (eastern) branches (author)


� The introduction of Christianity in Russia in Greco-orthodox form, as the established religion relates to 988 – 989 yr. (author)


� Catholicism and Protestantism, in 16 s. from the Catholicism was separated Protestantism (auth.)





