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Social safety of Kamchatka in sociological measurement
The article considers the aspects of social safety of one of the most "problem" Far Eastern subjects of the Russian Federation - the Kamchatka edge. The article deals with one of the most topical aspects of the sociological analysis of safety - social state of health of Kamchatka’s population as its generalized emotionally-estimated reaction to social changes as well as the level of social uneasiness in region. During sociological research expectations of inhabitants of peninsula concerning these threats, have been defined, what threats, are considered to some extent probable in immediate prospects and what, on the contrary, are hardly realizable.
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Nowadays problems of social safety are staticized. But due to the absence of unified approach to this problem and a lack of scientifically proved, practically realised recommendations, such activity does not bring desirable results. The new century has not contributed new approaches and ideas to the safety issue; however it has brought to notice the solutions of narrow and specific targets and set new sub sorts of safety. The analysis of the scientific literature shows, that the safety phenomenon is insufficiently studied – non-system and selective approach to the separate aspects of this problem still prevail.

Modern understanding of national safety should reflect close interrelation and interconditionality of safety of a person and the society in all levels - from international to specific local or regional level [1]. As even in the conditions of one state of threat to person’s safety, safety of social groups, communities and regions it can essentially differ by the nature and importance. There is a necessity of developing region-specific concepts of safety. 

At this level, problems of methodological and organizational character arise. Due to the absence of a distinct position on understanding of social safety of a region as a system of steady social development, productive efficiency of local administrative and public structures in many respects restrains, the fragmentariness of a regional policy is observed, complexity of interdependence of modern economic, political, social, cultural, geopolitical processes is not considered, possibility to state an adequate estimation and the forecast to real threats and risks decreases.

Therefore basic value has objectively exact, free from ideological reasons and a political conjuncture, and whenever possible the all-round analysis and an estimation of sources and danger forms in Russia, mechanisms of its increase, prevention and elimination [2].

Basically, the social safety is treated as the quality of social infrastructure, and its development, quality and availability of social services to the majority of the population; quality of a labour life as maintenance of effective employment of the population and protection of workers [3]. 

The approach dominating now is the methodology of the estimation and the analysis of social safety, based on use of indicators, or the social and economic indicators defining «problem zones». Such approach can be named standard. More often actual values are compared. Registered deviation on which «interferes with normal development of economy and social sphere and leads to formation of destructive tendencies in the field of manufacture and a population standard of living» [4]. 

The article considers the aspects of social safety of one of the most "problem" Far Eastern subjects of the Russian Federation - the Kamchatka edge. The purpose is to receive objective knowledge and the authentic scientific information. The article deals with one of the most topical aspects of the sociological analysis of safety - social state of health of Kamchatka’s population as its generalized emotionally-estimated reaction to social changes as well as the level of social uneasiness in region.
The research is based on the dialectic analysis of social processes and the phenomena according to which the safety phenomenon cannot be considered separately from its contrast – social dangers. Methodically gathering and information processing are carried out on the basis of the statistical analysis and interpretation of separate indicators of social development, and also on the basis of the carried out selective sociological research, a method of stratificied-proportional selective questionnaire (N - 1317). 

Among numerous factors defining the safety level of the region, special role is played by the demographic situation, which gives the idea on real possibilities of the region to provide such type of reproduction of the population, which would promote formation of the population with the steady positive dynamics providing optimum age/sex structure of the population, necessary for social and economic development.

At the moment 16,6 % of population of the region are able-bodied in comparison to 21.5% a decade ago. Thus, for the same period of time, the percent of incapacitated population has increased by 1, 5 times (from 10,5 % in 1998 to 15,7 % in 2008).

According to the United Nations classification, the population is considered old if incapacitated population exceeds 7 %. At present 7,3 % of Kamchatka population are incapacitated. According to Federal State Statistics Service the percent of incapacitated population will make 15% by 2030 and will step over a critical boundary.

Last year incapacitated population of Kamchatka region has increased by 1803 persons, thus the number of able-bodied population has decreased by 310 persons. The dynamics of economic development, poor employment sphere, level and quality of life cause such social situation in the region. Following the results of 2008 the second time for the last 15 years the quantity of the born has exceeded the quantity of died by 96 persons or 2,4 %. From each 1000 persons of the population of Kamchatka annually 12 persons are born and 11 – dies (estimations of the last two years). Thus natural increase of the population is noted only in Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsk city district. The other areas are marked by low birth and high death rates. For example, in Penzhinsk area counting 17,4 persons are born against 23,7 died on each 1000 [5]. In the Ust-Kamchatka area in 2008 this indicator has made 11,05 born against 21,3 died [6].

At the same time, in a greater degree, the reduction is caused by migratory outflow which nowadays becomes one of the pivotal processes influencing social system. Under the influence of migration new cultural outlines are formed. 
While process of formation of these communities does not meet the requirements of national safety of Russia. The community formed today under the influence of migration in the Far East hardly can become the guarantor of protection Russian influences in the region [7]. Thus the qualitative aspect of migration is much more important than quantitative. 

 The context of our work specifies that migratory processes on Kamchatka in their today's condition bear a threat of safety not only for Far Eastern region, but also for the whole country.

The population natural increase on Kamchatka does not compensate migratory losses. 4018 persons were born in Kamchatka region in 2008. It is 87 persons or 2,2 % more than in 2007. 3955 persons died in 2008. It is 92 persons or 2,4 % more than in 2007. 

According to the sociological research, 35 % of the population plan to leave the region for a constant residence in other parts of the country. Dominating motives of moving are severe climatic conditions, absence of job offers that would meet a skill level and career opportunities, absence of worthy living conditions. The most intensive migratory motivation is observed among the population group at the age 18 - 40 years. 45,9 % of young people at the age 18 - 25 years do not connect their future with the ability to live in Kamchatka region. 39,3 %  of the population representing «a personnel kernel», i.e. the persons having professional skills at the age 25 - 40 years plan to leave the peninsula. Basic reasons are: adverse climatic conditions (9,7 %), absence of job offers that would meet skill level and career opportunities (8,7 %),  absence of worthy living conditions (7,7 %),  adverse social and economic conditions (7,7 %). It is remarkable, that in the given age group the reason «retirement» has received the lowest rating. This fact allows predict the departure of one third of all population of this age group even before retirement age is achieved. 

The results of this survey are quite pessimistic. According to the received data more than 60 % of all, wishing to leave, will leave the peninsula during next 5 years.  
Counting on all positively and negatively expressed desire to move to other regions, the given group of migrants will make 21,2 % of the population.  By 2020 approximately 10,8 % of population will leave the region. 
Thus, the demographic situation represents the most serious threat to social safety in connection with reduction of density of the Russian population in Kamchatka, decrease in quality of human potential, "washing out" of social structure of community under the influence of the migratory factor.

The part of Kamchatka citizens stated that they felt injustice of all happening in the community, their own feebleness and impossibility to live in the region. Part of the population (21%) stated they have never experienced any of these feelings. People from older age group (65 years and more) stated that they experienced such feeling in the past 6 months.

Data received from the research of monthly average income level reflect real financial position of Kamchatka citizens. About 3 % of the population are below the breadline and estimate their monthly average income as below a living wage. That it is a question of officially established living wage which is far beyond the rise in price of housing and municipal services and real growth of consumer prices. The overwhelming majority of the population (73,55 %) estimate their income from 10 to 30 thousand rubles per month. At first sight, such position does not seem critical in comparison with average income level in other regions of Russia. However at the confirmed living wage almost 42 % of the population is able to satisfy only minimum of their vital needs. About 32 % of research respondents state that they are not able to make large purchases or to participate in the real estate loans.  

The population with the below living level income constantly increases. Distinctive tendencies in income level are observed in various age groups (pic. 1). The worth financial position is observed among young population and senior population (60 y.o. and more). 
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Pic. 1 Distribution of answers of respondents about received income (in a month)
of age groups, % (1 - the monthly average income less than 10 thousand rbl.; 2 - the monthly average income from 10 to 20 thousand rbl.; 3 - the monthly average income from 20 to 30 thousand rbl.; 4 - the monthly average income over 30 thousand rbl.)
One of the significant factors of social safety influencing qualitative level of social state of health of the population is satisfactory living conditions. Sociological research shows that 51 % of Kamchatka citizens are not satisfied with their living conditions. 48 % of them note the discrepancy of available living conditions to the established norms and family structure. 24 % live with their parents or relatives. 11 % of Kamchatka’s population does not have own residential space, 3,7 % live in hostels, 12,5 % live with relatives. Certainly, security habitation and living conditions are not only one of nine indicators of life quality, but also the factor of person’s safety. The region where almost the quarter of population has no own living space and where the volume of annually entered new habitation 4 times less than in other regions of Russia, cannot have comprehensible level of social safety.

One of key subsystems of social development management is the subsystem of management of work, or within the limits of the given research – socio-labor sphere of the region. Effective labor employment forms stability of society, creates a material basis of improvement of life quality, promotes not only professional, but also cultural development. The research shows that the majority of Kamchatka citizens (57,8 %) are happy with the work. At the same time, the share of those who experience anxiety concerning the employment and dissatisfaction with the work and working conditions is great – 42,2 %. 

In the rating of demotivators leading positions are occupied by dissatisfaction with the salary (24 %).  24 % of the respondents stated that they are not satisfied with the prospects of professional and career growth.  It is interesting that usually the results of similar researches show that the highest degree of discontent is related to the salary issue. In our case we deal with complex perception of labor employment as unpromising (without growth potential).  

Young people (18 – 25 y.o) are dissatisfied by the discrepancy of the work load and the salary. «A personnel kernel» constituting economically active population (workers 25 - 40 years) is practically equally dissatisfied by the salary in connection with discrepancy of work load and the salary (9,3 %), work load (10,8 %) and a skill level, experience (6,7 %).

Every eighth working inhabitant of the peninsula complains about the discrepancy of performed work and qualification and absence of career growth prospects. 67 % of representatives of this group have the higher vocational training. More than 10 % of all able-bodied citizens define themselves as socially unprotected in labor sphere; 15 % define their working conditions as harmful and experience the dissatisfaction with their job. 
 
Disproportions in the development of social sphere provoke the increase of such regional threats as uncontrollable migration, ethno-national conflicts, degradation of socio-labor sphere and techno-genic accidents. 

At the same time, despite an adverse situation, greater part of the population (64 %) believes that Kamchatka still remains the potential for positive transformations. 

Against the representations of some economists and sociologists on formation of "a dependant motivation» of Far Eastern community, groundlessness of "preservation of regional and northern factors», destructive influence of «psychology of temporary workers», representation of the population of Kamchatka concerning factors of increase of a standard of living and appeal of region seems to be actual. The majority of the respondents considers the increase of comfort level to be the condition for social and economic development (45,1%), giving smaller preference to monetary privileges. 

Nowadays it is much spoken about a new stage of the development of Russia. This stage, obviously, is connected with new threats and calls. With certain probability it is possible to expect changes in socially-psychological state of health and level of the general uneasiness of the Russian citizens. In this connection social uneasiness problems and fears of Russians [8] were staticized. 

Within the limits of research of Kamchatka’s social safety, the authors have asked questions concerning regional risks and threats of social and economic character. 

The research reviled the degree of anxiety and fear which is caused by one or the other social phenomena, processes and events in the region. 

Experience of similar researches, is concentrated basically on problems of catastrophic consciousness [9, 10] where intensity of fears and anxiety was measured by the list of a various sorts of the phenomena and processes, that was presented to respondents with the request to react to each element on a scale from «it does not disturb ms» to «it causes constant fear». 

Our work is based on methodological approach to the analysis of social anxiety and fears, used in the research made by The Institute of Sociology of the Russian Academy of Sciences in the end of 2008 – the beginning of 2009.  

For an estimation and interpretation of data on level of uneasiness of the population of  Kamchatka concerning a different sort of concrete dangers and threats, during sociological research expectations of inhabitants of peninsula concerning these threats, have been defined, what threats, are considered to some extent probable in immediate prospects and what, on the contrary, are hardly realizable. Six steams of opposite judgments which were estimated on a scale "rather possible" have been included in the questionnaire . The comparative analysis of estimations has shown, that at the moment of carrying out the survey, expectation of Kamchatka’s citizens concerning the near future of the Kamchatka region are more pessimistic (Pic. 2). Negative expectations are shown towards the majority of phenomena and events. 
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Pic. 2 Estimation respondents of probability of approach of events, changes in the region,%
The prevalence of negative expectations concerning a standard of living of a great bulk of the population over positive is available. Development of an economic situation in the region is represented as the most adverse. Expectations concerning life standard and efficiency of local government also have pessimistic coloring. Besides, the population expects strengthening of corruption in the region. The estimation of level of ecological threat (-0,015) is close to neutral. Optimistic expectations were generated only concerning decriminalization of public and political life in the region. 

Interesting rupture in perception of "corruption" and "criminalization" is represented. Against stated fears on corruption growth, people expect low criminal level. In our opinion, the population perceives criminalization and corruption as separate processes, owing to the perception generated in 1990th, and perceiving corruption tolerantly, as an ordinary phenomenon.

The results show complex perception of living as socially unsuccessful and allow to do conclusions about expectation of variety of threats to social safety.

The further calculation of survey results show the probability index of each pair of judgments, according to probability of different social threats (the phenomena and processes) in the near future and their quantitative display (Pic. 3).
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Pic. 3 Estimation of probability of changes (degree of threats) in the near future
Negative value of an index, means, that the population expects deterioration of a situation.

 Using the results of calculation of probability index it is possible to draw a conclusion that in perception the population of Kamchatka, the main threats of social safety with high degree of probability are:

1) Decrease in a standard of living (-0,245);

2) Deterioration of economic situation (-0,20);

3) Decrease in efficiency of authorities (-0,18);

4) Strengthening of influence of corruption on all spheres of life (-0,175).

Each region, experiencing strong influence of all-Russian political, social and economic tendencies, has the specific problems of safety maintenance. According to some experts, the basic contradiction of social and economic situation in Kamchatka is a poor quality of social resource against high natural and geopolitical potential of territories. It means, that the society which lives in this region, is not capable to use the resources effectively. 

Bearing in mind low level of social state of health of almost half of the population, menacing character of socially-demographic processes and dangerously low level of economic safety, it is possible to predict, that the investigated social formation starts to degrade promptly.

Reaction of the population to social and economic situation and actions of the authorities most likely will be replaced by a wave of apathy and loss of interest to the events and will outgrow in even bigger psychological estrangement of Kamchatka’s citizens from the European part of Russia and the country leaders. As  I.A. Romanov said «the society that does not feel itself as a part of the uniform state operated from the certain centre, easily comes off this state and weakens, and in the Far East it is absorbed by stronger neighbors» [17]. The prevailing part of Russian population perceives Kamchatka, as peripheral, crisis, unattractive, backward territory in the social and economic point of view. 

Bearing in mind historical experience of demographic regulation and achievement of the micro-process approach in sociology of changes it is possible to assert, that on the basis of target regulation of migration and a policy of fastening of the population it is possible to increase a share of representatives of those social groups which are capable to render developing effect on a condition of all population of region. 

Research of demographic, social and economic processes and also social state of health gives more bases for forecasting of the pessimistic scenario of the region’s development. However there are possibilities for its soft prevention. Our research, has shown, that today there is a potential of target development of such territories and the great part of population (64 %), is ready to work and live in Kamchatka, under certain conditions, such as professional self-realization. But the development of Kamchatka, first of all, should become a social project directed on fastening of permanent residents and complex development of the territory.
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