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Monitoring of the social position of the families with the children under the guardianship: organization and conducting of research

Monitoring is considered as a type of the study of the social position of families with the children under guardianship at local level (Komsomol’sk-on-Amur, Central district). Three groups of indicators were chosen – general and of guardian’s and child’s social general state. It was given some recommendations of guardianship’s development as the form of orphans’ arrangement.
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Monitoring it a permanent looking after the process, state of object, development of the phenomenon during a long period of time, based upon the identical system of indexes and method. It is necessary to have at least two followings conditions to conduct it: (1) the watched phenomenon or process changes through the time; (2) the phenomenon has gained social (mass) or threatening importance [1].  Application of monitoring researches in a social sphere is determined, at first, by the dynamics of social processes, some of them have taken the threatening nature (the unemployment, orphan-hood, minor criminality and etc), secondly, by development and realization of the social programs to overcome the negative phenomena, and, thirdly, by functioning of the prognostication’s system of further social situation development. There are different types of monitoring: informative – allows to accumulate information, base – exposes new problems, comparative – allows to compare the received results with the given parameters or with the highest results for these systems. However all types of monitoring often intertwine within one study.
Monitoring researches take place both at federal level (e.g. monitoring of social-labor sphere in RF, monitoring of socio-economic position of families with children) and regional and local levels. If the federal monitoring supposes comparative description of regions (in demographic indicators, level of socio-economic development), the regional monitoring allows to make a complex analysis of the social problems in the concrete subject of Russian Federation, to accept the necessary social programs and then to value their efficiency.
The example of monitoring research, conducted at local level, is «Monitoring of social position of families having ward children in the Komsomolsk-on-Amur Central district». Two stages of monitoring researches were conducted with participation of students, studying the speciality «social work» at Komsomolsk-on-Amur state technical university, on the base of the minor rights defense’s department in June-July, 2008, June-July, 2009.
Choosing the families with the under ward children as an object of monitoring research is connected with the following, on the one hand, amount of children, given under guardianship, is increasing, but on the other hand, new problems are appearing in these families – getting the professional education, organizing the leisure, preventing  the forms of deviations and others. Moreover the guardianship is still the most wide-spread form of children remained without  the care of the parents’ accommodation (hereinafter speaking about guardianship over the children under 14 we will also bear in mind the minors between 14 and 18 years old).

On the state of 1st July, 2008  649 ward children were registered, including 186 orphans and 463 children, remained without care of the parents, in the Central district of Komsomolsk-on-Amur. The greatest part of wards – 448 (69%) were school age, 141 (22%) – preschool children, including 40 children did not visit kindergartens. Annually 120 – 150 children are transferred under guardianship.
The monitoring organization was conducted multistage: (1) at first exploratory toolbox was developed and test-study was conducted; (2) the sample was formed by a of the simple casual selection and the registration cards of families were filled with the help of data given in personal papers; (3) then questioning of substituting families  was spent with the filling up diary book of the observations; (4) hereinafter it was mathematic-statistical processing of the received information and its qualitative analysis; (5) and finally the report by results of monitoring research was prepared including recommendations of the guardianship development.

Three groups of indicators as the basic indicators of replacing families’ social position have been developed:

1. The general indicators:

-  the reasons of the children’s transmission under guardianship, the motives of  guardians;

- the social features of the guardians (the sex, age, household position, employment);

2. The indicators of the social general state of the guardian:

- relations with the ward (emotional characteristics of the ward’s portrait, psycho-pedagogical problems);

- problems of ward’s education;

- information and consultation problems of guardians;

3. The indicators of the social general state of wards:

- forms of ward’s leisure organizing, their hobbies;

- relations between wards and their peers;

- ward’s attitude towards education;

- ward’s attitude towards guardian;

- sense of protection;

- ward’s attitude towards deviant forms of behavior;

- ward’s value attitudes.

The study methods were: qualitative analysis of the wards’ personal papers, questioning guardians and wards, observation.

80 families with wards have taken part in the first stage of monitoring. In these families 60 % of the children are being under guardianship for a  long time (more than 5 years), including 12,5% – since a birth. This fact allows using the information received during monitoring, to construct the forecasts of the further development of guardianship. 

As questioning has shown, 9% of the families taken part in research, take under ward two children and 2,5% – three children. Family L. having three own children has arranged guardianship in the relation of four more children. In the other cases one child has been transferred in replacing family.

In 75% of families close relatives of the child (grandmothers (grandfather), aunt (uncle)) have became guardians. Accordingly 25% of guardians and wards aren’t relatives. The loneliness and own children absence have became the basic motives of not relatives guardianship’s arrangement. As, for example, in a case with Sergey В., being not married and working as a tutor in the children's home, or Olga М., 21 years old, working as younger staff nurse in baby's home. 

The minimum age of the wards is 11 months, and the maximum – 17 years. In research mostly families with wards more than 11 years old (about 70%) have taken part.

As to socially-demographic characteristics of guardians, the most numerous group is the group of guardians being on a pension or going to be on a pension (67,5%), on the contrary, the group of under 35 is much more scanty (5%). Accordingly 56% of guardians don’t work, because they have retired, and 44% guardians are employed. Thus by results of research the interesting tendency has been revealed – approximately 15% of the occupied guardians work in child institutions (schools, kindergartens, children's homes, baby's houses). Lonely guardians are only 12,5%, the others (87,5%) were married or are  still married. The duration of married life has exceeded 12 years at 79% cases.

Thus, the following generalized portrait of guardian can be drawn: he or she is the relative of the child (usually the grandmother), more than 45 years old, being married more than 10 years, and has already brought up their own children, as a rule retied.
The separate block of questions has been directed on finding-out the level of social protection of the children stayed without parental support and transferred under guardianship. More than 70 % of children transferred into families under guardianship, are social orphans – orphans having alive parents. The important question opening orphans’ social protection is the question about their providing with the habitation, because when they attain their majority, they will leave their guardians and start to live separately in for them or given them by town administration. Only 53% of wards have fixed dwelling, moreover one flat has an emergency state, relatives are living in the five flats (and it is unknown what state will these flats have when children attain their majority).

In the present sample the pension in the case of supporter’s loss are arranged of all the children, whose parents died, but there is a difficult situation with collecting of the alimony. So, the alimony is collected concerning 8 minors, but with respect to 14 children – the alimony is awarded, however their collecting is not made because of a material inconsistency of the parents. 

Guardianship over minor children without parental support is one of legal forms of their personal and property rights and interests protection, and also it is a guaranty their supporting, upbringing and education. Naturally, realization of guardian’s duties is interfaced to a large number of problems – every day necessities, psycho-pedagogical, social and economic problems.

As interviewing  has shown, the main guardian’s problems are the problems connected with shortage of money in the family, the ward’s free time organizing and also ward’s entrance to the professional educational institutions. In spite of the fact that material problems excite guardians much more than psycho-pedagogical problems, conflict relations between the guardian and the ward, uncontrollability of the last one become very often the reasons of guardianship’s cancellation. In this connection the part of questions of the questionnaire has been directed to revealing the features of mutual relations in a replacing family. 

59% of guardians have defined the relations with the child as equal, benevolent, 26% – «as a whole quiet», 15 % guardians have noted alternation of the periods of mutual understanding and conflicts.

Respondents were also offered to choose the features of ward’s behavior, causing their anxiety and nervousness. These problems conditionally can be subdivided  into three blocks: social-domestic, connected with house order keeping and house duties executing; psychological, connected with the personal ward’s feathers, and socially-pedagogical, connected with progress at school, inclination to asocial forms of behavior. Though in 55% of cases respondents have declared the absence of any problems with the ward (that is, naturally, rather doubtful), the distribution of the remained 45 % respondent’s problems looks as follows: 
- 15% of wards do not tidy up after themselves in the kitchen, in the bathroom and in the other places;

- 9% – do not do their housework;

- 8% – often lie;

- 5% – go for a walk lately;

- 3% – communicate with undesirable friends;

- 3% – do not do their homework, study badly.

Consequently, at the general background problems of social character are ‘the leaders". Possibly, it is connected with the absence elementary social skills by these children, and also with the negative experience of the relationships they got in a parental family. 
During research the next ways of the wards’ leisure organizing have been found out. IN their free time children prefer communicating with the friends (30%), watching TV (25%), reading (19%). Moreover 12% – do sport in various sections; 7,5% of children play (including computer games). As to an orientation of circles and sections in which wards are involved, it is necessary to underline obvious prevalence of sportive sections (boxing, karate, swimming, Greek-roman wrestling) and art-aesthetic sections (dancing, playing the piano, etc). 3% of wards earn extra money and help with the home (as a rule, it is a summertime employment, although one boy permanently works at a school workshop, he repairs furniture), about 3% of children have a regularly rest in summer camp. Some guardians have expressed as their wishes putting in order such forms of leisure activity as resting at summer camps and organizing the holidays for replacing families.

So, the first stage of monitoring of a social position’s replacing family has allowed to reveal the basic groups of the problems are felt by these families. It is along with the material-household problems the problems connected with ward’s education, adoption of social skills by them, and socially-psychological problems. The right organizing of child-care process is a special problem of the families taking children in the early childhood. Social teacher or the psychologist can help the family with the decision of this complex of problems. A special problem of the replacing families is a shortage of time and absence of control over the wards. Well-organized free time activity has a huge potential in the decision of the specified problem – through the children involving in the hobby groups and sections, the organization of rest at vacation time, minors involving in feasible labor activity (at a personal plot, at home, at manufacture).  

As to motives of children acceptance into a family during research the considerable potential of childless families, lonely women, workers of child welfare has been revealed in education of non-relatives children. Possibly orientation to these groups of the population, their complex informing will help to increase quantity of children transferred under guardianship, instead of into the children’s homes. For this purpose such actions as regular press-conferences arrangement; the regular publication the materials about social services activity in mass-media; carrying out of presentations, excursions; participation in preparation and improvement of professional skills of social workers, lawyers preparing at the educational; the organization of meetings, holidays for families with wards; support of scientific works in the field of childhood social protection can be used by social services.
By results of the first stage of monitoring the social project «I am in the family!» has been confirmed in the central district of Komsomolsk-on-Amur.

The priority tasks of the project are: warning the guardian’s refusals of their duties execution; the deciding of the guardians’ psycho-pedagogical problems, connected with the children education; increasing the wards’ number studying at the  specialized secondary and higher educational institutions; improving of a financial position of families with wards.

The mechanism of this project realization includes: creating on base of local educational institution «Children's home №1» (in frameworks of cooperation with National fund of children’s protection from cruelty) services of psychology-pedagogical and medico-social accompaniment of replacing families; rendering of the material and social help to the families with wards; helping with the leisure organization of  the wards; assistance in preparation of the complete set of documents and petitions of guardianship’s service for ward’s entering into the higher and specialized secondary educational institutions out-of-competition.

At the second stage of monitoring (June-July 2009) the sample has been made by the replacing families with the teenagers. It has been connected with necessity of paying the special attention to teenagers because of their liability to asocial forms of behavior, negativism and their permanent confrontation.

Continuation of monitoring researches of families with the wards demands selection of adequate and reliable methods of information’s gathering. Traditional questioning methods of research (questioning and interviewing) are mostly used in work with adults, teenagers and youth, at the same time the studying of younger age-groups children requires another methods of research. E.g. projective methods have a great potential in studying of children (for example, a technique of Rene-Zhilja, the Ljusher’s colour test, the test of  Rozentsvejg etc). Specific methods with application of illustrations, game elements, help children to formulate their own emotions, feelings, thoughts. 

There is a great difference between application of children research methods and methods of adults studying. In particular, in the children's questionnaire it should be words, clear to children, simple comprehensible language; questions should not prompt to respondents "good" or "bad" answers; the presence of illustrations, different types of questions will help avoiding exhaustion and boredom, and inclusion of supervising, duplicating questions is directed to sincerity’s control [2].

The researcher should try to create a favorable psychological climate, to use for communication the children’s usual social environment, to use different techniques with inclusion of children and researcher into the variable activity. Various creative activity (e.g., work out the project, discussion, game) helps to approach their positions and promote sincerity in the child’s answers.
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