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The Far-Eastern civil aircraft during the Great Patriotic War (1941 – 1945)
The Great Patriotic War became huge test for all Soviet people. In pre-military years the Soviet government has managed to generate an advanced economic complex in the Far East. During this period process of formation and development of civil aircraft begins also. It fast rates has entered into a life of the Soviet society, but for some reasons has not had time to reach level of the developed countries yet. But in days of war the civil aircraft has executed the main task, became a reserve for Red Army.
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In the first days of war all the spheres of the life of the USSR have been gotten into the martial law. There was not such a strong pressure, which felt the population, in any rear region of the USSR, as on the Far East. It has been connected with a fact that not far from Manchuria and Korea there was more than one million Kvantunskaya army ready in any minute to pass the border of the USSR and to start a capture of the Soviet Far East. The inhabitants of this region according to orders of the Soviet government were trained in military science and were going to reject the enemy’s attack at any cost.  

The battles of the Second World War have not touched the territory of the Soviet Far East. However the pressure generated by war, was felt everywhere – aspiration to work better, exceeding the plan for those who at the front, and waiting messages on events at the front. Since the first day of war there was a task of transferring of a national economy to the military way of life for the population of the territory. There was a powerful industrial base including military on the Far East by June, 1941, but not all enterprises got in action in time. For example, the factory "Amurstal" in Komsomolsk-on-Amur began to work only from military years.

Responsible and huge work in the conditions of war has been made by transport workers of the Far East. On the railway movement for high-speed processing and advancement of trains was developed. In some cases it was possible to exceed existing specifications in ten and more times. The river and the sea transport have increased transportations more than in 10 times. The ships of Far East sea shipping company (FESSC) have transported about 70% of all cargoes of the period of the war (during pre-war time there were only 20%). Such the hardest work has been connected with that the port of Vladivostok has played a role of the main Eastern gate of the country for delivering from the USA of cargoes of the Lend-Lease’s line. Further cargo went to the West of the country by rail.

The Far East management of civil air fleet (further FE CAF)  has got the main task to execute its duty – to become a reserve for Military - air Forces of Red Army [1]. Since first days of war the civil fleet was left by many pilots, engineers, technicians and other air-experts as volunteers on front. In 1941, the 12th special air-group under command of skilled pilot CAF N.I. Novikova was created for delivering of planes to the front from aviation factories of the Far East, Siberia, Central Asia. The significant part of this group, which was later transformed into 73rd auxiliary division of aircraft of distant action (commander N.A. Zaharov, chief engineer A.V. Yanovskiy), have made inhabitants of the Far East– 24 pilots, 2 engineers and 35 flight mechanics and radio operator became planes’ ovetakers [2].  

A patriotic movement of workers for rendering of voluntary material aid to front became one of the bright forms of support of Red Army by people. On December, 21, 1941 ten-thousand meeting has taken place in Khabarovsk on the occasion of sending to the front of the planes constructed on means, collected by members of the Komsomol and workers of Khabarovsk territory. Pilots overtaking air squadrons have accepted four links of heavy bombers, on fuselages there were inscriptions: «Komsomol of Kolyma», «the Khabarovsk Komsomol», «the Amur Komsomol», «Stalin Komsomolsk», etc. And all 12 planes have been loaded with gifts from Khabarovsk citizens for front-line soldiers and overtaken in operating military parts. 

Thousands of planes have been delivered for an acting army from aviation factories since 1941 – 1945. Only one crew, under command of the commissar of an air squadron from Far East P. P. Petrenko, have delivered 98 distant bombers on front. In 1943 – 1945, according to «the Agreement about Lend-lease», through Alaska, Kamchatka and Siberia the ferrying of warplanes from the USA to the USSR has been organized – so-called AlSib. American pilots flied up to the Soviet Far East, unfortunately not all flights were successful. Almost 300 American pilots stayed on the territory of the Far East because of the compelled air landings. All of them have been sent in camps for prisoners of war and could come back home only after the end of the war. The Soviet pilots, who were from civil aircraft, continued the ferrying of planes on the territory of the USSR. It is necessary to note, that to Far East pilots there was a special trust because they had wide experience of flights in the hardest conditions of the Far East and Siberia.

The staff, which has stayed on aviation enterprises, made the important work under orders of headquarters of the Far East front. In August 1941, the reorganization of air-transport agencies has been carried out with the purpose of concentration of their efforts on transportation of defense cargoes. Khabarovsk transport and local air-lines of aviation enterprises have been united into one air-group, the part of planes is transferred to hydro detachment from Aleksandrovsk-on-Sakhalin, the trainer airplane’s detachment at the Lake’s Keys has been transformed into transport agency [3]. The training of the flying staff began to be carried out under conditions of production.

The accepted measures have allowed toprovide needs for air transportations better. So that, the transportations of 1941 in comparison with the transportations in 1940 have increased in passengers – for 114%, in cargoes – in 3,4 times [4]. The growth was possible because of local air-lines transportations’ increasing dealing with the service of pits and mines, obtaining metal for defensive needs. The air-group, which was in town Svobodniy, has transported 71, 8% of passengers and 61,5% of cargoes during one year from all volume of transportations on local air-lines [5]. In 1941, on Kamchatka the air-group has transported 2359 passengers, 44,3 tons of mail and 104 tons of cargoes [6].  

In spite of the fact that sanitary parts have been abolished, pilots have flown 4745 hours (against 4324 hours per 1940) in order to help to the population, and they have transported 1070 sick people and medical staff and 17,7 tons of medical cargoes [7].  

The staff of aviation - repair shops worked very intensely. Workers did not leave the lathes until they would not finish the task. Mechanic V.A. Tamarov, turner Ukraintsev and many others worked exceeding the personal plans [8].

1942 year was very difficult for air transport. The difficulties, caused by mobilization on front, insufficient logistics and maintenance with fuels and lubricants, expansion of geography of flights to places which have not been properly equipped with ground constructions, were increasing. So, in 1942 the Kamchatka air group during the year transported only 551 passenger, 6 tons of mail and 30,1 tons of cargoes because it had not been working for 8 months due to the lack of fuel [9].

However in these difficult conditions the officers, political departments, the party organizations of Far Eastern administration of Civil air fleet took all the possible measures on mobilization of internal resources and reserves, fuel saving, increase of serviceability of air-motor park, improvement of air-lines, a concentration of air transport on carrying for the defensive industry.

According to this Khabarovsk aviation-repair shops again were subordinated to Far Eastern administration of civil aircraft. For training and retraining of flight and engineering staff the educational-training group again had been organized, special Jasnensk, Zejsk air-divisions for transportation of extracted metal were established, special planes PS-80, PS-84 for export and delivery of Magadan mountain enterprises’ production to factories and to the State Bank were given [10].

These and other measures allowed to improve the work of air transport seriously, especially on the lines connected with the mining enterprises. The state plan of 1942 dealing with flight hours in general, had been fulfilled on 105,6%, and on local air-lines – on 134, 2%, unlike many other air-transport organizations of Siberia and the Far East [11]. Engineering-aviation services of administration and enterprises had organized the exceeding of planned serviceability of planes on 18%. The aviation-repair shops’ staff, despite sharp decrease in planned deliveries of units and repair materials, replacement of the men who had gone to the front with teenagers and women (in 1942, 30% of workers were women), repaired 35 planes and 107 aircraft engines [12].

Socialist competition for a rank «Stakhanov crew», «Front crew», «Front brigade» played a great role in successful state plan accomplishment. Many air-workers had been given these awards. Among them pilots Volchkov, Travnikov, V.M. Aleksahin, M. Kovaleva, aircraft mechanic Veremeenko, engineer F.V. Stepanchikov, repairmen K.L. Naletov, Y.M. Andreev, G.F. Plotnikov, V. Dvodnenko.

Pilots constantly provided secure connection of Khabarovsk with Sakhalin, Kamchatka, delivering there urgent cargoes, mail and passengers. In the first flight with the beginning of summer flight navigation crew of pilot Korovkin on a route Khabarovsk – Sakhalin – Khabarovsk had saved 256 kg of gasoline and 60 kg of oil. Stakhanov crew of V. Ovechkin for one flight Khabarovsk – Petropavlovsk-on-Kamchatka – Khabarovsk had saved 1044 kg of fuel and 53 kg of oil. 

Often pilots had to carry out urgent emergency tasks. Thereby, on one of mine power stations the important unit had been broken down, it was possible to repair it only at the factory. Stakhanov crew of Kubyshkin was entrusted to deliver it to the factory. However, the unit did not go into a plane fuselage. Then flight mechanic Petrov and commander, had thought carefully different variants, and fastened the unit to a fuselage with steel cables. The crew safely delivered it to factory.
Despite the state plan accomplishment, total flight hours in 1942 in comparison with 1941 had decreased more than for 10000 hours, in 1943 – at 18000 hours, that could be explained the above-stated reasons. Nevertheless difficult circumstances caused by war in work of Far Eastern air transport, had not stopped its development. Moreover, because of pilot work specificity in strategically important area and in connection with coming events on Far Eastern front, air transport in 1945 had increased volume of air transportations in comparison with pre-war 1940 in 2,5 times, including on transportation of passengers – in 1,2 times and on cargoes – in 6,2 times [13].

The growth still occurred due to transportation of defensive cargoes. In 1944 from 1650,8 tons of cargoes 1200 tons or 72,7% were made by mining enterprises’ production [14]. Increase of cargo carriage substantially was promoted by the organization in Arkhara independent air group which staff had provided well-timed delivery of the extracted metal from Sredniy Urgal. 

Komsomol members and youth helped to accomplish output targets. The assistant director of Political department of Civil air fleet on Komsomol A. Toloknov, generalizing an experience of Far East residents wrote that in 1943 in aviation enterprises of Far Eastern administration of Civil air fleet, Komsomol organizations had involved in technical study 280 young aviaworkers. Training had given the chance to improve skills of 22 Komsomol members, 90 persons got new specialties, basically drivers and motor mechanics.

Komsomol organizations carried out voskresniks during which had collected and shipped 436 tons of black and nonferrous metal. The youth of airport Okha had prepared timber and constructed kindergarten that could accept 15 children whose mothers worked at a factory.

Komsomol members of an airport Iman had repaired a building of an elementary school, selected the programs and textbooks by agreement with district public education department, because of teachers absence, and started to conduct the lessons with children of workers of an airport which was located far from the city [15]. 

An accomplishment of air transportation tasks in many respects was provided due to well-organized work of Khabarovsk aircraft-repair workshops’ staff. Despite the significant reduction of the qualified experts, deterioration of repair material and spare parts deliveries, workshops’ staff for 1942 – 1945 had repaired 70 planes and 289 aircraft engines [16].

The sharp increase in transport work in 1945 first of all had been caused by receipt in management of more load-lifting planes, and participation in war with Japan. Only from August, 9 till August, 31, 1945 pilots under orders of the Military council of Far Eastern front serving fighting operations, had transported 1562 passengers and 364,5 tons of defensive cargoes. Pilots Volchkov, Travnikov, V.M. Aleksakhin, Logunov and others during military actions with Japan transported, wounded soviet soldiers and officers from Manchuria to the USSR.

Within the Second World War for self-denying labor, many air workers had received high government awards. Therefore, the award «Red Star» had been given to the engineer of Khabarovsk transport air group G. A. Vojtsehovich [17], the award «the Sign of Honor» had been given to the pilots P. M. Suturin, N. Nevroev, the chief of the airport A. I. Makarov, the chief of service I. I. Lavrinajtis.

Soviet people had gained a full victory over Germany and Japan. The Far East pilots brought powerful contribution in victory. During this period foresight of Soviet state politics on an outstripping development of country east areas productive forces in prewar years become true. The activity of civil aircraft basically had been concentrated on an urgent delivery of scarce metals to military factories, supplement of provisions and equipment on the remote mines and goldfields, escort of Glavsevmorput and Far Eastern steamship company’s ships.
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