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The social orientation of schoolchildren in relation to drug addiction   

In the article the problem of narcotic and psychotropic proliferation by schoolchildren of the city of Khabarovsk is considered. It is submitted a sociological assessment of drug`s prevalence at schools of the city, proposed measures to prevent it.
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The scale of a proliferation of drug addiction in youth culture is a real risk to health and life of young generation, economic and social standards in the state, it causes to increase of a crime rate, it assists to other non-social phenomena. In the massages of the President of Russian Federation to the Federal Assembly it was attached great importance to this problem and the struggle against the drug addiction was defined as one of the priority state tasks, and narcotic proliferation is a great international risk as also terrorism, proliferation of mass-destruction weapons, regional and territorial conflicts [1]. It is confirmed through the statistic facts of the law-enforcement authorities, health services of Russian Federation, and other departments. 

But there are reasons to suppose, that the situation is more troubled than it can be presented in statistics. Specialists are of the opinion, that a real quantity of drug addicts is tenfold more than it was registered. In consideration of different facts, the quantity of drugs addicts in Russia is from 3 to 8 millions of people. According to facts of specialists, in Russia 5,99 millions of young people use narcotics. But in the official statistics it is presented only 500 thousand of drug addicts, which are registered in the medical institutions. But in the medical institutions of Russia can be treated only about 50 thousand of hospital patients annually [2].

As provided by the facts of the law-enforcement authorities a criminogenic situation in the Far East of Russia in the past few years is characterized through the high crime rate in the area of narcomania, it is by a third above (163,6)  as compared with the situation in Russia calculation on 100 thousand persons (216,9). The law-enforcement authorities in the Far East was registered 14121 crimes in the area of drug traffic in 2008. In the Khabarovsk Territory a quantity of the same crimes is 2740 in 2008 (2006 г. – 2435) [3].   
Drug addiction is considered as a social pathology, owned to the global problems of modern society. Sociological research of drug addiction in the schools makes it possible to open latent social mechanisms, underlying this problem, to expose a social orientation of schoolchildren in regard to narcotic and psychotropic, to propose preventive measures [4].

The general characteristic of collective consciousness of young people is a negative relation to narcomania. This opinion has the most tested young people (79,6%). But it is to considerable extent a declaration, it is not an aim. The large value by a decision to use drugs plays a lack of any inner conviction regarding to drugs. It should be noted, that about 15% of schoolchildren know about the drug proliferation in their schools.

More than half of schoolchildren (55,3%) note, that it is easy today to get drugs, it indicates about their availability for children and about weak control in the area of drug traffic. Schoolchildren noted, that it is easier to get narcotics «at the discos» (43,4%), «at the flats» (33,2%), «at the train stations» (21,6%), «at markets» (18,3%), «at the pharmacies» (12,2%), «at schools» (2,3%), «near town houses» (1,7%). Every tenth noted a pharmacies as one of the available places to buy narcotics, because some medicaments (diphenhydramine hydrochloride, antidepressants, caffeine, eye drops – children indicated these preparations) are narcotizing (high dose).

Practically every fifth schoolchild in 9-11 classes (16,4%) used drugs. This quantity was understated, to our main, because by the answers to this personal question not all young people can be sincere.

The statement of a impersonal and indirect question draw more young people out. By this formulation developers of questionnaire «relieve respondents of responsibility» and by the statement of a question: «Do you know personally people, who uses drugs? The quantity of positive replies was increased twice. As a result every third schoolchild (30,3%) has friends, which use drugs. 


In tote it should be noted, that a using drugs by schoolchildren in 9-11 classes is very prevail, because independent on the class every third has friends, which use drugs. But today, eleventh formers expose to this risk half, than schoolchildren in ninth classes.

Research results indicate, that using of drugs is typically more for boys, but 15% of girls have an experience to use drugs.
According the public opinion poll of schoolchildren in Khabarovsk it was resulted, that a family structure exerts influence on using drugs of schoolchildren not so much and it is indicated, that a modern family (independent on its structure – two- or one-parent family) is not a powerful index of socialization, its educational function is not realized in full measure. Just, social environment has a family function today.

The scale of a proliferation of a drug addiction is so serious, that about the places, where you can buy narcotics, know not only schoolchildren, who uses drugs, but also who does not use drugs. The difference of these «learnings» is, that schoolchildren without experience to use drugs do not know about a free possibility to buy narcotics in the pharmacies of the city (Table 1).

Table 1
Places, where you can buy narcotics according to opinion of schoolchildren

 (in percentage in consideration of quantity of respondents)

	Places 
	Do not use drugs
	Use drugs

	1. At school
	2,6
	1,0

	2. Near your house 
	1,4
	3,0

	3. At pharmacy
	9,1
	27,3

	4. At market
	17,1
	24,2

	5. At disco
	42,7
	47,5

	6. “At flats” 
	32,0
	39,4

	7. At WC
	5,4
	4,0

	8. At the train station
	21,9
	20,2



 Results of researches indicate also a low level of legal consciousness of schoolchildren, who uses drugs, than schoolchildren, who do not use drugs. These indexes confirm, that one of consequences of using drugs is a criminalization of consciousness, which promotes the crimes (Table 2).

Table 2
Rating of an acceptable non-social forms of behavior according to opinion of schoolchildren  
(in percentage in consideration of quantity of respondents)

	Indexes describing a normative consciousness*
	Do not use drugs
	Use drugs

	1. Marriage of convenience 
	67,8
	67,7

	2. To pay for love-making
	27,1
	40,6

	3. To be a thief
	26,6
	45,7

	4. To manage by ruse
	76,2
	87,2

	5. To capture
	45,0
	52,1

	6. To go without bus ticket 
	86,2
	91,5

	7. To say obscene words
	81,0
	89,4

	8. To drink alcohol 
	51,6
	75,5

	9. To use narcotics
	6,9
	39,4

	10. Tax evasion
	51,1
	57,6

	11. Acceptance of a bribe
	54,9
	62,4


* In this table a specific weight of schoolchildren (%is presented), accepted for this or these phenomena.
In addition, a level of schoolchildren`s information awareness about the types of narcotics is also a very (even specifics) troubled index of their proliferation between young people. Results of answers to open-ended question about narcotics (schoolchildren themselves write names of narcotics) strike how many names of drugs they know: it was named 37 varieties. 

It can be supposed, that this knowledge can be received in mass media and by communication with friends and it does not effect a real using drugs. But only 40-50% of respondents named popular narcotics as hemp, heroin, marijuana, cocaine, hashish. Other schoolchildren show their competence about new drugs, which are made non-legal: “khimka”, “khanka”, “dral”, “shaff”, “krek”, and so on., or they named remedy (eye drops, caffeine and other). As a rule, these remedies are unknown for all groups of people. 

Reasons to use drugs are explained through a specific nature of young people – tendency to «do all in this life», and also a social situation, where they live (often «the street»). Just these reasons were indicated by interview: «interest and curiosity» (54,5%), «recipient of pleasure» (25,3%), «to forget personally problems» (22,2%), «to keep friends company» (21,2%), «to get new sensations» (14,1%), «because of problems in a family» (13,1%).


Paradoxically, that by a maturation the interest to use drugs is increased (9 class - 31,3%; 10 class - 52,1%; 11 class - 68,6% ). It is increased also a wish “to get a pleasure” through a using drugs (9 class - 6,3%; 10 class - 22,9%; 11 class - 37,1%) and “to receive new sensations” (9 class - 6,3%; 10 class - 16,7%; 11 class - 14,3%).  But also independently on the age every fifth said, that one uses drugs to keep friends company, every tenth has «inactivity». 

As a rule, there is an illusion, that young people has a really possibility to use drugs without to get a narcotic dependence, and also without any harm to health. Such opinion have 60% of respondents, noted, that it is very easy to deliver from narcotic dependence. On the other hand most people admit, that narcotics are the harm for people`s health (95,8%).
As expected, schoolchildren, used drugs, do not realize this problem, they mean, that if they want, they can stop to use drugs. In means, that they do not realize a danger, fear, they are not conscious of problem.

It is necessary to note, that using drugs is connected with using alcohol and smoking, it also effects on health of young people not only at present, but also at the future. Schoolchildren, used drugs, smoke (67,0%) and use alcohol (87,6%) more than schoolchildren, who did not use drugs (22,9% and 69,3% respectively). They live from the principle - «in this life I would like to taste all».


Among the reasons to hold schoolchildren from using drugs independent on age it can be presented two features. The more important facts are physiological harms for health: habit (58,6%); early death (54,2%); danger to fall ill with AIDS (48,5%).  Other serious consequences are disrespect of friends - 49,5%; separation from family - 37,5%; fear to be unnecessary in the society - 31,8%; find oneself in a prison - 18,3% and fear of parents - 14,8%. Tenth of respondents said other reasons, why they do not use drugs: «it is disgusting», «principles», «it is not necessary for me», «thinking about a health and future of children» and so on.


By payment for narcotics money is of primary (53,4%). A part of goods and alcohol by payment for narcotics is small (1-3%). But the fifth of respondents answered, that they get drugs without payment (« it is offered free of charge», «as entertainment»). Thereby, according to answers, the ninth graders get involved in the narcomania more (28,9%), than the tenth and eleventh graders (10 class - 16,7%; 11 class - 17,9%).


In tote it is necessary to noted, that more of schoolchildren start to use drugs at the age of 13-15 years, it corresponds to the period of learning in the 7-9 classes. Just this age is an awkward age and in organism of teenager it is happen physiological and mental changes. Just in this age it is needed more attention on the hand of social institutions of family and education. 

The analysis of answers: «What is it necessary to stop the proliferation of narcomania?» presented, that schoolchildren have an adequate assessment of this problem and measures of prevent it (only 1,8% of respondents said, that it is not important to do anything).  

More than half part of young people (63,9%), means, that it is necessary to struggle against drug pushers and drug producers; the third part (35,0%) means, that it is important to toughen punishment for the  using drugs legislatively; 26,1% means, that it is necessary to treat drug addicts involuntary; 17,7% said about a need to organize meetings with ex-addicts, 8,1% – to increase an explanatory work. It causes alarm, that 14,9% of tested young people mean, that a very affective measure to struggle against a drugs proliferation is their legalization. 

Results of social study indicate a need to realize a complex measures to prevent a problem of drug addiction by schoolchildren in Khabarovsk. Especially as because the taking measures at schools are not systematic and scale, according the results of schoolchildren opinion (Table. 3). 

Table 3
Schoolchildren`s rating of preventive measures against a drug addition at schools 
(in percentage in consideration of quantity of respondents)

	Preventive measures
	%

	1. Informational stand about a narcotic harm 
	46,9

	2. Organization of the actions against drug addiction
	46,7

	3. Teachers talk on the lessons about this problem
	38,9

	4. Talking at all-school meetings, activities
	14,4

	5. Meetings with psychologists
	13,9

	6. Meetings with police officers
	11,9

	7. There are not measures
	9,4

	 8.  Other (video)
	2,0


It is obvious, that the main task of complex and systematic preventive measures should be a forming by children and teenagers wishes to be health, organization their free time. Therefore, results of a social study present some varieties of preventive measures at schools:  

· Development of systematic approach to prevent of a drug proliferation at schools, with the following informational work (stands, social advertising, local television, public opinion of urban community); developed net of social and medical institutions (municipal and social);

· Purposeful preparation of highly skilled specialists and their mobilization to the problem of drug prevention, who can effect to schoolchildren`s consciousness and behavior; it should be necessary for all schools in the city, it should be differently directed (lectures, debates, informational stands, films and so on), it should be regulatory, city-wide and interdepartmental;

· Organization after the lessons of different activities;

· Organization of preventive measures with schoolchildren through special groups, where they can realize their personally interests in different areas of social life (by this work it is necessary to mobilize specialists from the area of  «Social work», «Social pedagogy»);

· Identification of deviant leaders and attract them to training groups  of  senior pupils, who is social positive;

· Forming of inside protection against drugs, with is based on knowledge about a narcotic harm ;

· Guaranteeing to inform regulatory for all schoolchildren; 

· Preparation of specific information for schoolchildren, with form high-risk groups; 

· Holding of special training groups for parents, (especially through mass media), control and drug prevention by children; teaching how to effect to pupils and how to communicate with children (training for parents);

· Training of parents and teachers to be watchful, especially when child change his/her behavior; 

· Planning and organization of special scientific work,  which get an adequate assessment of a drug addition problem at schools, directed at finding of more effective means to effect to different categories of young people, and also at development of an influences approaches.
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