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Nowadays, one of the priorities of domestic policy of Japanese government and ruling Liberal-Democratic party is moral and ideological upbringing of Japanese youth in accord with the purpose of turning Japan into world political power. For this purposes Japanese political leaders widely use bushido – ideology of Japanese samurai estate. Bushido ideas are also used to raise nationalistic public sentiments and to form needed public opinion on certain problems, particularly in the area of Japanese foreign policy.

Nowadays, one of the most important components of the modern Japanese culture is traditional culture, which is based on ideals of Japanese warriors (also known as samurai, or bushi). As is well known class of samurai was in power for almost seven centuries (from the end of XII century till 1868 year). For this period samurai's specific culture has been formed. In the base of this culture ethical system Bushido was lying. Bushido (in Japanese it means "way of warrior") was the system of ethical maxims, norms, judgments about behavior of samurai, methods of breeding young samurai, creation and strengthening of moral qualities and relations between samurais. In XVII century bushido had had a philosophical support and had finally fixated as main element of samurai culture. The main postulates of bushido are: 1) absolute loyalty to overlord and clan, unquestioning obedience to overlord's orders; 2) instant readiness to die for overlord and clan, the scorn of death; 3) guarding the own honor and the honor of overlord and clan; 4) bravery, fearlessness; 5) strict self-discipline, constant physical and spiritual self-culture.

After Meiji Restoration of 1868 year the system of estates in Japan was abolished and it meant official liquidation of samurai estate. However, despite that bushido didn't disappear, but it had second breath as national moral. In the period of domination of militarist and nationalistic public sentiments in Japan (1930–1945) bushido completely met the demands of Japanese ruling circles and it was of use as powerful instrument of ideological impact to Japanese people. Stiff holdout to exceeding enemy and mass suicides of peaceful populace on islands of Iwojima and Okinawa, phenomenon of kamikaze – it is all the product of bushido.

Considering great role of bushido in Japanese nationalistic propaganda it is natural that after Japan's capitulation and occupation by American forces one of the first acts of occupying authority was Act of prohibition of samurai ideology (including bushido). Bearing in the mind democratic sentiments, which were very popular in Japan in postwar period, it would be logical to suppose that bushido finally ceased to exist in that period and sank into oblivion. Nevertheless it didn't happen. 

American occupying authority, wishing completely deracinate Japanese nationalism and militarism, started heavy combing in the area of culture. In particular literature, cinema and theatre were heavy censored, teaching Japanese martial arts (such as judo, aikido, kendo, karate, etc.) was prohibited. Moreover, American administration imposed a ban on any demonstration of Japanese cultural identity. So, in directive "On direction of creative activity in cinema and theatre" (September of 1945) was said: "Theatre like Kabuki, which glorifies feudal loyalty and idea of revenge, hardly acceptable in the modern world. As long as in the eyes of the masses deception, assassination and betrayal are defended, and disdain to law and vendetta are admitted, Japanese won't be able to realize core of international relations, prevailed in the modern world". As a result almost all repertory of theatres Kabuki and Joruri was indicated as "holdover of feudal ideology", and screen adaptation of these dramas also were banned. On the one side these actions undermined nationalism, but on other side they knocked the sand from under Japanese democratic movement. As a result in the eyes of many young people principles of bushido were reanimated, because it embodied Japanese national values, downtrodden by occupants.

Prohibition, put by occupying authority, remained in force only for several months, but it revived in Japanese society interest to samurai culture and gave a handle to Japanese ruling circles for beginning in the fifties years of the XX century large-scale campaign on "restoration of lost national spiritual values". In the course of this campaign government studiously popularized Japanese history and culture, including samurai culture. Due to Government's help theatres No and Kabuki revived, traditional architecture, design and landscape gardening were widely popularized. In addition, in fifties years conception of breeding in young people "true Japanese spirit" was formulated. Revived samurai martial arts (budo) and its spiritual basis – ethical system bushido became the core of moral education and physical training of young Japanese under this conception and powerful accelerator of culture expansion of Japan in the world. Ideas of traditional moral were widely inculcated foremost in educational institutions – schools and universities.

On the whole, the period from fifties till seventies years in Japan specifies by nationalistic tendencies in Japanese domestic policy, for example efforts of reviving bushido.

For the purpose of popularization of the idea of "patriotism", expressed in inculcating nationalistic views and stereotypes, government widely used such bushido postulates as industry, loyalty (for group, company and state), self-denying serving for country, individual and collective honor.
In particular, the government published in 1966 project of "Program of forming desirable image of Japanese", where main characteristics of "ideal Japanese" were fixated. In this Program following qualities were indicated:

1. Realization of common responsibility of Japanese as nation.

2. A body sleek with health, strong will, and high spirit.

3. Industry, self-devotion to work, absorption in work.

4. Obeying to law.

5. Love for the state (Japan).

6. Strong aspiration for rising of world importance of Japan.

7. Reverence of the emperor as symbol of Japanese state and unity of Japanese nation.

8.  Saving and developing of Japanese traditions.

9. Acknowledgment of outclassed character of moral quality of ideal Japanese.

Almost all above-listed qualities are transformed bushido maxims (in particular, samurai idea of clan was expanded on the state and nation). In the same Program it was noted that for the purpose of forming image of "ideal Japanese" across the nation it is necessary to inculcate these qualities to youth in school and university (it should be noted that similar prescription is in use nowadays).
On of the methods of breeding the samurai spirit (or, according to Japanese official documents, "public spirit") in Japanese young people was active popularization of budo. At that, budo's learning process included ideological component, which was represented by bushido ideals. In addition, such martial arts as judo and kendo (samurai's traditional sword fencing) was included into school educational program.

Propaganda of bushido ideas was conducted at the level of mass culture. So, 1950–1970-s years specify by significant increase of nationalistic literature and films. In particular such books should be noted as "The end of Okinawa" by S. Furukawa, "The death of Kwantung Army" by M. Kitagawa, "Battleship Yamato" by M. Yoshida, which glorify Japanese soldiers' deeds during the Second World War. Among the films the most significant is "The longest day of Japan", which tells about event of the 15th of August of 1945 – the day before announcement of emperor prescript on unconditional surrender. The film was awarded as the best Japanese film of 1967 year. One of the main points of  the film is the idea of fidelity to samurai idea of loyalty to overlord, idealization of image of Japanese officer of  period of World War II.

On of the significant indicant of the popularization bushido ideas in postwar Japan is reaction of Japanese nation on suicide of popular Japanese writer Yukio Mishima, who was promoted for Nobel prize several times and was known for his nationalistic views. As it is known in November of 1970 Y .Mishima resting upon founded by him right-wing organization "Brotherhood of shield" organized military putsch with the aim of overthrowing the government and returning to prewar nationalistic policy with restoration of traditional samurai values. The putsch failed and after that the writer committed seppuku (or harakiri) - traditional samurai method of suicide. However, notwithstanding that Y. Mishima was organizer of attempt of coup d'etat, i.e. the state criminal, negative statements about his suicide were rare. Conversely, almost all newspapers (not only controlled by government and ruling party but also independent ones) wrote that the death of Mishima is "brilliant completing of his life philosophy", "heroic death of the last romanticist", "display of patriotism, and beautiful and purity of spirit", "demonstration of kamikaze spirit". Moreover, Y.Mishima was pronounced "the man, embodied true samurai spirit". Thereby the writer's suicide was used for the purpose of exaltation of bushido ideas and as consequence for rehabilitation of Mishima's actions and his appeals for nationalization and remilitarization of the country.

All above-listed tendencies exist nowadays, although not such explicitly. First of all it refers to state policy in education.

It must be noted that current Japanese school system is based on the school system of Tokugawa period, or Edo period (1600–1868). In particular it bears upon existing up to now "teacher–student" relations, which completely repeats feudal "overlord–samurai" relations. Thus, whatever the teacher says it is the ultimate truth, and never a one student presumes to dispute sensei's (teacher) words. As often as not students (especially in secondary and high school) honor teacher more than parents, because the teacher (maxim came from bushido) gives young man knowledge, which is necessary for surviving in this world.

Nowadays school must breed in students such merits as industry, perseverance, obedience to authorities, fidelity to state and national ideals, instant physical and moral self-culture. In total all these merits was named konjo ("martial spirit"). At the present time having konjo is main criterion for candidates to civil and military service and many Japanese companies. That is why young people, who actively go in for sports and have success, have better chance to get a good post than talented but passive students, because it is considered that the sportive youth have more konjo, so they can benefit company or state. Meanwhile it is important not only what result you have achieved, but how did you achieve it (this statement is based on bushido postulate about excellence of ethical component). So, Japanese from the tender nail are taught to display qualities of "ideal citizen" – industry, perseverance, allegiance to the flag, patriotism.

Moreover, according to public posture of ruling Liberal-Democratic party "one of major tasks of Japanese government is introducing new education system, which will educate Japanese children with spirit of konjo".

Another point of government educational policy is active breeding in pupils the spirit of patriotism. Patriotic education (American researchers of Japanese culture usually qualify this education as "nationalistic") also appeal to ideals and principles of bushido. So, during the process of education great attention is paid to breed in the youngsters "love for antiquity", for example studying traditional Japanese arts (ikebana, drawing in traditional style ukiyo-e, playing on traditional musical instruments) and also detailed lore of samurai culture, ethical system bushido. For the purpose of breeding in children patriotism and fidelity to the state and the nation, on the one side such images of historical characters of samurai period of Japanese history as Minamoto Yoritomo (1147–1199), Minamoto Yoshitsune (1159–1189), Tokugawa Ieyasu (1542–1616), Miyamoto Musashi (the end of XVI century – XVII century) are used, on the other side – heroic deeds of Japanese soldiers during Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905 years and the Second World War (defense of islands of Iwojima and Okinawa, acts of kamikaze) are popularized. For the sake of "more effective patriotic education" Ministry of Education of Japan removed from school textbooks any reference about some "uncomfortable" facts of World War II, for example about "Nanking (Nanjing) massacre", when tens of thousands peaceful Chinese people was killed. On the other hand feat of kamikaze are glorified and the main stress is made on heroism of suicide pilots, the fact that they followed ideals of samurai and national moral and "spirit of Great Japan". Meanwhile according to standing education act school teachers can't make own estimation of studied material. So, it greatly simplifies forming needed ideas in pupils' minds.  In addition, it should be noted, that more than 50% of Japanese people support government's educational policy, especially increasing of role of patriotic education.
Talking of influence on young Japanese it's also necessary to note that the government keeps up interest to traditional martial arts (for example, kendo) and supports various associations on studying traditional Japanese culture. So, in 2000 year by government support unofficial movement (generally formed by women and young people)  was established, which demands to revive philosophical and spiritual principles of samurai culture.

Much attention is given to glorify ideals of bushido using mass media and mass culture. So, it is worthwhile to note regular organizing and heavy coverage by mass media of various festivals of samurai culture (the most famous one is Nikko festival), and keeping up interest of wide public to Yasukuni shrine, the symbol of "war heroism", where, as it's considered in Japan, souls of officers of Japanese imperial army, including war criminals, are sleeping. Visiting the shrine by official persons is usually highlighted by central mass media (only in positive tone). Japanese ruling circles most actively tried to rehabilitate reputation of Yasukuni shrine and to glorify "heroic deeds of kamikaze" during occupying a post of prime-minister of Japan by Junichiro Koizumi, who regularly visited Yasukuni despite protests of many countries of Eastern and Southeast Asia (China, South Korea, Vietnam, etc.), where this shrine is supposed the symbol of Japanese militarism.
Besides, in Japan regularly appears films, which refer to bushido ideals either in classical variant or modernized bushido principles of period of World War II. So, it is worthwhile to note popular in Japan film "Zatoichi", directed by T. Kitano, which is narrating about blind ronin (samurai without suzerain), who has most of merits glorified by bushido, and his fight against injustice, and also film "Hidden blade" by Y. Yamada, where idea of samurai's loyalty to his overlord is exalted. Another film, glorifying bushido ideas, is "I will die for you", which was shot in 2007 and was based on the story, written by Tokyo mayor S. Ishihara. The film defends deeds of Japanese kamikaze during World War II: kamikaze acts are called as "heroic deed of self-immolation for the sake of homeland" and kamikaze pilots are described in full accordance with bushido. Presentation of the film had wide press coverage and it was held in kamikaze museum in Chiran (prefecture Kagoshima, Kyushu Island).

Also high appreciation by Japanese mass media and many politicians was given to American film "Last samurai", which exalts feat of "last Japanese samurai" Saigo Takamori (in the film – Katsumoto).    
So, on the basis of the foresaid we can say that Japanese ruling circles actively use bushido ideas, which form positive image of samurai in Japanese mentality. Main purposes of such using of ideas and principles of bushido are 1)forming needed public opinion on some problems, for example enlargement of military co-operation with USA or revision of some facts of World War II, and 2) moral and ideological upbringing of Japanese youth according the purpose of turning Japan into world political power.
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