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From the history of foundation of “Amurskaya Yarmarka” 
The paper dwells on the history of foundation of one of the major market commerce centers in the Amur region – the “Amurskaya Yarmarka” joint stock company.
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At the initial period of market reforms in Russia against the backdrop of economic recession, ever-growing unemployment and destruction of traditional economic ties, Priamurije witnessed the birth of a new social class of petty entrepreneurs. The emergence and evolution of private entrepreneurship in Priamurije was in many ways specific due to the unique frontier position of its administrative center – Blagoveshchensk. The beginning of economic reforms in Priamurije was marked with spontaneous involvement of the most active and entrepreneurial citizens of the Amur region, Khabarovsk Territory and the Jewish autonomous region into the so-called “popular” trade with the bordering China. The opening of a frontier pass way post and a customs in Blagoveshchensk in 1989 and opening of other minor crossings through Russian state border to China was followed by the ever increasing streams of people going to the People’s Republic of China on tours. Going back from China many Russian citizens carried along consumer’s goods which were in high popular demand in the Amur region. The difference in retail prices in China as compared to those of Russia at that period allowed those people to make profit up to 400%! In 1991 283767 citizens crossed the Chinese border in the Amur region in both directions (to China and back to Russia). They carried along 248 thousand tons of goods. 
Subsequently the most entrepreneurial riverside petty traders (the so called “chelnoks”) became successful businessmen. Many of them are currently well-known personalities and businessmen in the Amur region. They used to sell mass consumption goods brought from China on the markets of the Amur region towns.

This trade became the intermediate stage in the business career of many local entrepreneurs. Many of the petty traders did not stand the competition of their more successful rivals and were brought to ruin. Only few of the petty traders having accumulated the necessary capital made the next step in their business career – they set up shopping centers. “Amurskaya Yarmarka” is justly considered the largest and the most reputable and influential among such commercial centers [3]. 
As it follows from the sources, the idea of setting up a large commercial complex in Blagoveshchensk dates back to 1992. For the first time it took shape in Blagoveshchensk administration during the talks of A.V. Telijuk with the then mayor of Blagoveshchensk Y.G. Ljashko [4]. Mayor Y.G. Ljashko acknowledged that by that period Blagoveshchensk had became the main frontier crossing to China in the Far East. Crowds of businessmen from both Russia and China came to Blagoveshchensk. Blagoveshchensk administrative bodies began to realize that it was frontier trade which might bring considerable profits both to the Amur region and to the town itself. Progressively-minded citizens of the town also realized this fact. A.V.Telijuk was one of such progressively-minded citizens of Blagoveshchensk. The largest commercial enterprise of the town – “Amurskaya Yarmarka” owes much of its prosperity to him. 

The career of A.V. Telijuk reflected to the full all the contradictions of the period of market reforms in Russia. A native citizen of the Amur region, a candidate of philosophy he had been teaching philosophy in Blagoveshchensk state medical Institute till 1989.Having started his teaching career as an assistant professor of the Department of philosophy he became in some time a head of the Department. He later worked at the Amur scientific Research Institute. In March 1992 A.V.Telijuk became the permanent Chairman of Blagoveshchensk Union of businessmen and entrepreneurs. In 1992 in extremely hard conditions – with no office of his own, with no finance, with no advertizing channels but with the support of the mayor of Blagoveshchensk and with the help of the like-minded people he started his campaign on organization of the first International Fair in Blagoveshchensk.
It should be pointed out that the regional administration also rendered possible help in the organization of the Fair. The then Head of the regional administration A.A. Krivchenko turned out entrepreneurship-minded. Thus the initiative of Blagoveshchensk administration and the energy of enthusiastic entrepreneurs were supported by the regional administration. It was decided to float the First International Fair under the heading “Amur 92” in 13 – 19 July, 1992, in the days of celebration of 134-th  anniversary of Blagoveshchensk – the administrative center of the Amur region.
Finally the First Amur International Fair floated on the appointed day with 422 participants from Russia, China, Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Republic of Korea, People’ Democratic Republic of Korea, Poland, Israel, Ukraine, Belorussia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan. About a thousand of bargains were struck during the Fair. The success of the First Fair inspired the tradition of conducting regular international fairs in Blagoveshchensk.
Commenting upon the event A.V. Telijuk said that “already the First Fair proved that such events were to the advantage of the region. New business contacts were actively set up, new contracts were struck. But the process involved only the town. Regional heads of enterprises unfortunately did not realize the importance of the new trend at that initial period. Today the latter are very few. The First Fair attracted lots of participants and guests, but it was not business-like in the true sense of the word. It was actually the beginning, the first step. It didn’t get along without queer incidents. Thus, for example, somebody brought for exhibition and sale armored carriers which were displayed at the Trade Unions Palace. Svobodny “Avtozapchast” plant displayed mines and handcuffs for sale” [4].
In December 29, 1992 the administrations of the Amur region and of Blagoveshchensk, Blagoveshchensk Union of Entrepreneurs, several banks and some leading commercial companies of Blagoveshchensk jointly floated a new joint stock company “Amurskaya Yarmarka”. At first its trade halls and exhibitions were disposed at various places – at the town’s Palace of Officers, at the Youth’s Palace, at the Trade Unions Palace, at the central Department Store (“Univermag”). In the beginning of 1994 A.V. Telijuk succeeded in convincing the Head of the Amur regional administration V. P. Polevanov of the necessity to turn “Amurskaya Yarmarka” into an enterprise functioning on permanent basis in permanent premises. The choice was made in favor of Blagoveshchensk Sewing Factory which ad been standing idle for several years by that time and had accumulated large debts. At first the “Amurskaya Yarmarka” rented half of the factory’s second floor. But its territories expanded with time. Premises redeemed step by step from the Sewing Factory were repaired and reconstructed. By the end of 90-s the construction of the traditional Russian rows of stalls had been completed and ‘Yarmarka”’s façade acquired its modern look.
Lots of companies, enterprises, organizations and official delegations both from the far foreign countries such as Japan, Chinese People’s Republic, Republic of Korea, People’s Democratic Republic of Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan, India, Australia, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Spain, Poland, Hungary, Finland, USA,  Turkey and from the near-by countries (former republics of the Soviet Union) such as Ukraine, Belorussia, Moldova, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Armenia, Lithuania, Latvia and others take part in annual International Fairs. There is a steady interest towards ‘Amurskaya Yarmarka” on behalf of the companies and enterprises of Amur region “adopted brothers” – Haylungijan province of the Chinese People’s Republic and Chkhunchkhon-Namdo province of the Republic of Korea. Exhibitions of the consumer goods produced by companies of free economic zones of the South of China have become traditional [2].
Nowadays “Amurskaya Yarmarka” realizes its business policy along the following main lines:
• оrganization and conducting of regular fairs and exhibitions, both universal and thematic, with foreign participants, such, for example, as “Food products: raw materials and processing technologies”, “Higher educational Institutions of the Far East, “Amur soybeans” and the like;

• оrganization and conducting of specialized regional and town exhibition-fairs: “Small business of Priamurije”, “Everything for school”, “Amur autumn”, “Everything for women”, “Christmas” and the like;

• оrganization and conducting of international conferences and seminars, presentations of foreign companies;

• аrt salon functioning on a permanent basis organizes sale-expositions of works of art by Amur painters;

• рermanently functioning Trading Center whose square totals more than 6 thousand square meters serves 5 – 7 thousand customers daily;

• bakery and confectionery production, “Three fat men” Dining Hall, café, bar;

• supplying all sorts of services including medical services, legal services, barber’s. 
As a matter of fact, more than 300 goods producing and commercial companies as well as private entrepreneurs successfully run their mutually beneficial businesses at the “Amurskaya Yarmarka”, supplying various goods and services. Two thousand people have got permanent job places at the “Yarmarka” [1]. 

In December 2005 Joint Stock company “Amurskaya Yarmarka” became the first specialized Commercial Complex in the Amur region which was acknowledged by the Quality Certificate of the State Standard of Russia. Today “Amurskaya Yarmarka” is one of the largest and steadily developing enterprises of the Amur region. It has become a good business school for many entrepreneurs, a starting point in their future business career. Seminars, training classes for the directors of companies and for salesmen are regularly held here. 

“Amurskaya Yarmarka” and entrepreneurs of the Commercial Center have made considerable contributions into the construction of the new Cathedral in Blagoveshchensk and into reconstruction of the Triumphal Arch. For the 150-th anniversary of Blagoveshchensk the Joint Stock Company issued a 10 volume series on the history of the town “Blagoveshchensk: from century to century”.
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