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The Characterization of Basic Foreign Historiography of the Holocaust
This article describing the defining characteristic of foreign historiography and sources of the Holocaust, is recommended for using by historical scholars, students and everybody else are interesting in history.
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In the History, there are few incidences of atrocities, which are equal the treatment of the Jews during World War II. It is difficult to accept the levels of systematic cruelty and terror experienced during this period. The Holocaust is the term generally used to describe the genocide of around six million European Jews during World War II by the National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi) regime in Germany led by Hitler. During the era of the Holocaust, German authorities also targeted and other groups because of their perceived "racial inferiority": Roma (Gypsies), the disabled, and some of the Slavic nations (Poles, Russians, and others). Other groups were also persecuted on political, ideological, and behavioral grounds, amongst them Communists, Socialists, Jehovah's Witnesses, and homosexuals. The Holocaust gave birth to the word “genocide,” coined by Raphael Lemkin [1] in 1944, meaning the “killing of peoples.”
One of the authors of books about the Holocaust – Helen Fein in her introduction to "Accounting for Genocide" writes:“The demon to record, to cry out, to communicate possessed other Jews throughout Europe who did not have time or the materials with which to tell their story”.

Abba Kovner (1918 – 1987), an Israeli poet and former resistance leader in Vilna, tells the story of one of these people. In the Vilna ghetto, after a raid by Lithuanian police in which Jews were removed, soon to be murdered in the Ponary forest, he entered what he thought was a deserted room in an empty house. There sat a man pushing the treadle of a sewing machine, under whose empty needle was a piece of white paper, punctuated by the needle's incision of the pattern of stitch-holes.

"What are you doing here?" Kovner asked.

"I am writing the history of the ghetto," the man replied.

"You are writing the history of the ghetto on paper on a sewing machine without thread?"
"When the war is over," the man replied, "there will be time to pull through the thread" [2]. This is impressive example how was created original sources for history of the Holocaust. 
Soviet historiography of the Holocaust posed limited and smallest amount. During the final year of the Soviet Union, new vistas were opened to scholars concerned with objective, documentation and analysis of the history destruction of Jews during the Nazi occupation of 1941 – 1945. Beginning with perestroika and glasnost, the gates of the Soviet archives, which had been closed to scholars of Holocaust studies for over half of a century were unlocked and then opened wide [3]. Nowadays, many Russian historians find research of the Holocaust event as necessary. 
When I had preparing “History of the Holocaust” course for American student, I find many different interesting and useful sources about most horrible genocidal event in history. Huge quantity of sources can disappoint a researcher or a student. Very important for professor to build basic bibliography, which includes all historical, political, cultural, religious, and military issues of the Holocaust. This is important to show truth and consequence of genocide in contrast to Deniers
. The most universities and professors are not to “debate” whether the Holocaust took place or not. It is not a question of equal time, or free speech. 

In this article, author characterizes basic historiography and sources, whose can be recommended for scholar studies and research for all public interest of the Holocaust themes. All sources, which are considered below, may split into groups: general history sources, specialized history sources, biography and memoirs, diaries and fiction.
Over the last decades published a lot of books and articles on the Holocaust scholarship on abroad. Holocaust studies are now firmly established at many universities throughout the world, and it has become a major interdisciplinary field of study in its own right. The majority of the essays, books, monographs deal with the history of the Holocaust in terms of its social, psychological, cultural, and economic dynamics. These books were chosen, not only because of their high quality and because of insight, but also because they cover a wide range of special topics on the Holocaust. Before analyzing basic bibliography of the Holocaust, we start with review some of bibliographical catalogs and reference books.
Abraham and Hershel Edelheit “The Bibliography on Holocaust Literature” publish the most useful bibliographies [4] and by David M. Szonyi “The Holocaust: An Annotated Bibliography and Resource Guide” [5]. The Bibliography by Abraham and Hershel Edelheit is divided into four parts: Before the Storm, The Perpetrators, The Crucible and the Aftermath. Each part has a preface to the subjects that are covered in the whole book, and an introduction to the history of the period. Coverage is made up almost whole sources of periodical literature; however, some books are covered too. An author index is offered to help users in accessing the material. The coverage of this publication is enlarged by a 1990 addition, which includes a subject index, and author/title index, as well as a glossary. The addition also includes dissertations to the material covered.
The bibliography compiled by David M. Szonyi is one of the most complete available catalogs. It divided into thirteen parts; it covers everything a researcher might need. The first part, the bibliography is divided into three sub-parts: scholarship: memoir and nonfiction, literature of the holocaust, and literature (fiction and nonfiction) for young adults. The bibliographies are annotated.
In addition, for the Holocaust researchers can be useful monograph “The Historiography of the Holocaust” by Dan Stone [6]. "Dan Stone is to be congratulated for having brought together an exceptionally nuanced, sophisticated, and well-focused collection of essays from a wide range of disciplines and national perspectives. Eminent specialists are well represented here, as are the newer insights of a younger generation of scholars. The end-result offers an excellent survey of virtually the whole range of historical thinking and writing in Holocaust Studies today“– wrote Jonathan Webber, University of Birmingham (UK) [7].
Dan Stone also looks at memorials, museums, and memoirs.  The immense study is necessary engaged for everyone in Holocaust research, teaching and education. It is interesting material for future debate about the Holocaust at public and academic level. In general, the major fields of Holocaust research are all treated with great professionalism and this volume becomes a source for many courses on the Holocaust all over the world.

Many other small bibliographies were created; they included useful annotations of books written about the Holocaust [8].
One of the recommended books is research by Bauer, Yehuda, “They Chose Life: Jewish Resistance in the Holocaust” [9]. He is Professor of Holocaust Studies at the Avraham Harman Institute of Contemporary Jewry at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. Baer in his book characterizes the Jewish resistance movement during the Holocaust. In his view, resistance to the Nazis was not only in physical form, but any activity that gave the Jewish people dignity and humanity in the most humiliating and inhumane conditions. Furthermore, he disputed with most popular position in scholar books, which Jews went to their death passively. Dr. Bauer in his other book “A History of the Holocaust” [10] provides a comprehensive overview of the Holocaust, 1933 – 1945, along with maps and statistics.  In addition to chronicling the events of the Nazi rule, Bauer describes the origin and inheritance of Nazism. It is an excellent book for teachers to begin investigating the subject, with all levels of background in the subject [11].
Next, worthy for attention “The War against the Jews” [12] published in 1975 by Lucy Dawidowicz. This determining classic historical work described out both graphically and systematically the details of the horrifying war of annihilation forged against the European Jews by the Third Reich. 
Dawidowicz raises three questions: How was it possible for a modern state to carry out the systematic murder of a people for no reason other than that they were Jewish? How did European Jewry allow itself to be destroyed? How could the world stand by without halting this destruction? In Dawidowicz s view, World War II was the direct result of Hitler s antisemitism; she believes the war was waged to allow the Nazis to implement the Final Solution.

The author contends that Hitler pursued his policies to destroy Jewish populations throughout Europe even to the disadvantage of wartime real actions such as moving troops and securing supply lines. As an example, Dawidowicz notes that Hitler delayed railcars providing supplies to front in the Soviet Union so that Jews could be deported by rail from the USSR to death camps. She uses records of "one-way" rail tickets as additional documentation. 
The book also provides detailed listings by country of the number of Jews killed in World War II [13]. Lucy Dawidowicz wrote: “The widely cited "6 million" figure is derived from the initial 1945 Nuremberg trial estimate of 5.7 million deaths; subsequent censuses, statistical analyses, and other demographic studies of European Jewry have consistently demonstrated the essential accuracy of this first tally” [14]. Her work is a major exposition of the internationalist school of Holocaust historiography.
In another historical work “The Twisted Road to Auschwitz: Nazi Policy toward German Jews, 1933 – 1939” [15] Dr. Karl A. Schleunes (USA) described the process of Jewish persecution in Germany from Weimar republic trough boycotts, legislation and aryanization and emigration processes to acceptance of Final solution of Jewish questions by Nazi. His interpretation of Final Solution as a product of unplanned evolution rather than premeditated “grand design” triggered a debate that has energized Holocaust scholarship [16].
One more historian, Raul Hilberg, who defends the thesis of the physical extermination of Jews by the Germans during the Second World War, began his research of similar with Dr. Schleunes topic in 1948.

Dr. Raul Hilberg in his book “The Destruction of the European Jews” [17] analysed the way the overall policies of genocide were engineered within the otherwise conflictual politics of Nazi factions. He provided with a terse lucidity that ranged, with unsparing meticulousness, over the huge archives of Nazism, Hilberg delineated the history of the mechanisms, political, legal, administrative and organizational, whereby the Holocaust was perpetrated, as it was seen through German eyes, often by the anonymous clerks whose unquestioning dedication to their duties was central to the efficacy of the industrial project of genocide [18]. In the “The Holocaust: The Fate of European Jewry, 1932 – 1945” Leni Yahil's [19] work, which won the Shazar Prize [20], author offers a all-encompassing look at the Final Solution, covering not only Nazi policies, but also how Jews and foreign governments perceived and responded to the unfolding nightmare.
Yahil weaves a gripping chronological narrative that stretches throughout the entire World. Along the way, she destroys persistent myths about the Holocaust: that Hitler had no plan for exterminating the Jews, whose themselves went serenely to the slaughter. Though Yahil finds that Nazi policies were often inconsistent, particularly during the years before the war, she conclusively demonstrates that Hitler was always working toward a Final Solution, envisioning his war as a war against the Jews. Yahil demonstrates how the Nazis used the anti-Jewish program from the beginning to reinforce their power. Before the war, their deliberate violence against the Jews of Germany helped to terrorize the rest of the country, and during the war, their anti-Jewish policies were used as an excuse for taking control of the governments of satellites and occupied countries [21].The book also recounts numerous uprisings and acts of resistance in ghettos and concentration camps, the activities of Jewish partisans. 

Many historians paid attention in their research to rescuers, who have saved life many Jews with risk to lose their own. Dr. Mordecai Paldiel in his book “Sheltering the Jews: Stories of Holocaust Rescuers” [22] indicates the role of non-Jews in extending aid and assistance to Jews inside Nazi-occupied Europe. From the testimonies and files housed at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust martyrs and heroes memorial in Jerusalem, Paldiel presents dozens of stories of the circumstances and odds facing Jews and those who would help them. He also speaks on the importance of honoring these rescuers as role models for outstanding human behavior.

In a colossal historical monograph by Martin Gilbert [23] “The Holocaust: A History of the Jews of Europe during the Second World War” [24] Martin Gilbert brings together some remarkable stories of courage and ingenuity of Jews and "rescuers" – who saved tens of thousands of Jews. 
This book contents the cold facts with terrifying oral histories into chronological order. Author used many funds from archives in many countries, private files, and personal interviews with witnesses. This book about the systematic attempt to destroy all European Jewry now know as the Holocaust – began in the last week of June 1941. At its most intense moments, during the autumn of 1941, and again during the summer and autumn of 1942, many thousand of Jews were killed every day [25].
The monograph contents documentary about life in ghettos, slave labor camps, death marshes, execution sites, extermination camps. Even with the difficult conditions to which Jews were subjected, many engaged in armed resistance against the Nazis. The book divided Jewish resistance into three basic types of armed activities: ghetto revolts, resistance in concentration and death camps, and partisan warfare. While the sum total of armed resistance efforts by Jews was not militarily overwhelming and did not play a significant role in the defeat of Nazi Germany, these acts of resistance did lead to the rescue of an undetermined number of Jews, Nazi casualties, and untold damage to German property and self-esteem [26]. Gilbert effectively combines the results of historical research with personal narratives of survivors. This historical work recommended as essential, important source for the Holocaust scholarship. 
The monograph is “Hitler's Jewish Soldiers. The Untold Story of Nazi Racial Laws and Men of Jewish Descent in the German Military” by Dr. Bryan Mark Rigg [27], describe different sight of the Holocaust. Crossing Germany by bicycle Bryan located and interviewed more than four hundred Mischlinge [28] and their relatives and friends. His quest also took him to Sweden, Canada, Israel, and Turkey [29]. Opposite to conventional views, Rigg find out that the Nazis as Jews classified a startlingly large number of German military men or Mischlinge, in the wake of racial laws first enacted in the mid-1930s. Rigg demonstrates that the actual number was much higher than previously thought-perhaps as many as 150,000 men, including decorated veterans and high-ranking officers, even generals and admirals. Based on a deep and wide-ranging research in archival and secondary sources, as well as extensive interviews with more than four hundred Mischlinge and their relatives, Rigg's study breaks truly new ground in a crowded field and shows from yet another angle the extremely flawed, dishonest, demeaning, and tragic essence of Hitler's rule [30]. 

Simon Wiesenthal, survivor of the Holocaust, who dedicated the rest of his life to attempting to bring Nazi fugitives to justice. In one of his books [31], “The Murderers among Us”, author briefly describes his own persecution and the murder of his family members in the Holocaust, and then delves deeply into why and how so many Nazi criminals eluded justice after the war. Wiesenthal relates talks and interviews he has had with different survivors and perpetrators. 
Authors, also survivors – Primo Levi and Elie Wiesel, and many others describe their experiences and emotions at the hands of the Nazis during the Holocaust.
“Night” [32] is a novel by Elie Wiesel, based on his experience, as a young Orthodox Jew, of being sent with his family to the German concentration camps at Auschwitz and Buchenwald. Wiesel was sixteen years old when Buchenwald was liberated in April 1945. While many books about the Holocaust use a generalized historical or epic perspective to paint a broad picture of the period, Eliezer's account gives a personal perspective through which the reader receives an intimate description of life under the Nazis. In recognition of this work, he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1996. 
Primo Levi’s, “Survival in Auschwitz: The Nazi Assault on Humanity” [33] is memoir and the true work of literature art. Primo Levi seems to write as a means in which he could express the physical trauma that he experienced as a survivor of Auschwitz and its emotional consequences. He recalls for the reader the challenges that he faced on a daily and hourly basis to meet the basic needs necessary to stay alive. Levi visited over 130 schools to talk about his experiences in Auschwitz. He was shocked by revisionist attitudes that tried to rewrite the history of the camps as less horrific, what is now referred to as Holocaust denial. His view was the Nazi death camps and the attempted annihilation of the Jews was a horror unique in history because the aim was the complete destruction of a race by one that saw itself as superior; it was highly organized and mechanized; it entailed the degradation of Jews even to the point of using their ashes as materials for paths [34]. 
Like many Holocaust survivors, Levi appears to write his memoir in order to share his experiences with the reader and in his great details, he seems to put together his past, devoting himself to his writing and only dying naturally after he has left his completed memoir. For every one person whom survived and told his story like Primo Levi, There are thousands of others with equally shocking and disturbing stories who were gassed and murdered at the hands of the Nazis.

In addition, important part of historiography is the Holocaust diaries. During the Holocaust, Jews documented their experiences in their own words and from their own perspective in letters and diaries. Some of these poignant testimonies were written before the onset of the systematic murder of European Jewry, but many of them were written shortly before their authors’ deaths, while murders were taking place all around. Many of these important sources are the result of conscious acts of memorialization and documentation by Jews who feared that after the annihilation of European Jewry no witness would survive to tell of the crime and the extent of their suffering. During the Holocaust, Jews sent letters to their loved ones, even under the most desperate circumstances: censored letters from the camps, letters hidden in extermination camps and in the ruins of ghettos and even letters thrown from deportation trains [35].
There are examples of some diaries, which recommended for the Holocaust scholarship. Anne Frank, 13 years old Jewish girl, was in hiding for two years with her family during the Nazi occupation of The Netherlands. The family was apprehended in 1944 and Anne Frank ultimately died of typhus in the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp, shortly before liberation in April 1945. Anne Frank’s [36] diary includes three different versions: the portion that was originally found, the revisions made by Anne herself, and the version edited by her father. The official archivist of the Warsaw ghetto, Emmanuel Ringelblum's [37] training as an historian made him uniquely qualified to understand the importance of documenting events inside the ghetto. He carefully collected and hid documentary evidence and personal notes.  In addition, Avraham Tory [38], a ghetto inmate and secretary of the Jewish Council, wrote his account under conditions of extreme danger. This remarkable, detailed chronicle documents life and death in the Jewish ghetto of Kovno, Lithuania, from June 1941 to January 1944. Translated from the Yiddish, the book includes a valuable collection of photos and sketches by artists in the ghetto. 
Following analyze of some outstanding and useful historical sources of the Holocaust, author would like to answer for the question: Why teach about the Holocaust? Study of the Holocaust helps students in developing an understanding of the roots and consequences of prejudice, racism, fascism, genocide. Democratic institutions and values are not automatically sustained, but need to be appreciated, nurtured, and protected; democracy is fragile. Silence and indifference to the suffering of others or to the contravention of civil rights in any society can perpetuate the problems. A study of these topics helps students to think about the use and abuse of power, and the roles and responsibilities of individuals, organizations, and nations when confronted with civil rights violations and/or policies of genocide. 
Holocaust history demonstrates how a modern nation can use its technological expertise and bureaucratic structure to put into action destructive policies ranging from social engineering to genocide. As students gain insight into the many historical, social, religious, political, and economic factors that resulted in the Holocaust, they came to understand that it is the responsibility of citizens in any society to learn to recognize danger signals, and to know when to react to prevent genocide and the steps that may lead to it. 
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